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PREFACE 


T started my teaching career in Haryana, then the part of com¬ 
posite Punjab. In those days 1 had the privilege of visiting places 
like Ambala, Karnul, Hissar, ftewari, Sohna, Narnaui etc* For me 
who had come fmm the snows of Dhauladbar to the sands of Nar¬ 
naui it was a new but disgusting experience, IIicsc towns and their 
surrounding areas wore an almost a deserted and lifeless look. 
Filth, dirt, want, poverty, hunger barren l.tndscape prevailed every¬ 
where. f felt that in want of natural resources like perennial risers, 
forests, fertile sods this tract shall continue to be at the mercy of 
nature and no amount of planning could help emancipation of 
illiterate and ignorant masses. Alter one decade I again visited 
Karnal. Ambala, Rohlak and Hissar I was simply amazed at the 
development the state had witnessed. The state was hardly half a, 
decitde old but the all round development it had achieved was never 
achieved by any of the slates during such a short span of time. In- 
fact the people and leadership in Haryana worked wonders. The 
beautification along the Grand Trunk Road, the face lift of religious 
places, the lift irrigation, rural electrification, dairy development, 
industrial break through, green revolution, expansion of education 
etc., etc., hove reached such pinnacles of glory that they deserve 
emulation by all those who desire a better future. 

One of the earliest homes of the Aryans, Haryana bears the 
imprints of Aryan civilization. Our saints sages, ami seers lived and 
meditated in the forests that once prevailed in Haryana. I he Song 
Celestial Shrimad Hhagvud Gita was recited at Kurukshctra where 
the epic was between Kaurvas and Pandava's was fought. The great 
epic Mahflh har atB was composed on this land besides the later 
part of Vcdic Literature. I nmate to Delhi, the seat of political 
power through ages Haryana was trodded by many a foreign in¬ 
vader. Hallowed by the sacred relicts Haryana presents a fascinat¬ 
ing picture. Earlier there was almost a dearth of literature on this 
state, but slowly and gradually books have started appearing un 
Haryana. 1 am indebted to Shri Mum Lai and Shri D.C, Verma 
two authors on Haryana lor providing me a sound base for this 
title through their nicely written volumes. 

My thanks nrc due for the Directorate of Public Relations 
Haryana. The Directorate generously helped ine with the supply of 
literature and photographs on the State. 
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My wife Mrs. Shashi Chib and children Pankaj and Ritu have 
put up a lot of patience during the preparation of this book. I am 
thankful to all of them for not bothering me for their needs. 

I am aware of my shortcomings and many might have creeped 
into the book. To remove those I request the learned readers to 
kindly intimate me about those faults of mine. 


May 1977 
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CHAPTER 

1 


Through the Window of History 



With a cradle of rich cultural heritage and hallowed by the memories 
of great saints, sages and seers, Haryana one of the youngest and 
smallest slates of the Indian Union has a chequered history right 
from antiquity* “It was on this sacred soil that Lord Krishna gave 
his immortal message of selfless action to the wavering and infatu¬ 
ated Arjuna, who quailed and quivered before the clear call of duty 
to take up arms in defence of his honour and dignity and give a 
fight to his evil-minded kinsmen ,” 1 Thus was bom Sang Celestial 
Holy Gita, treasure of Hindu philosophy on the historic battlefield 
of Kurukshetra which besides leaving an undcliable impress on 
the mind of surging humanity transcending political barriers and 
climes lias also won innumerable adherents and admirers all over 
the world. A Gateway to Delhi, the seat or political power and 
upheavals from ancient limes Haryana has passed through many 
vissic lit tides. “The pages of Rig veda are replete with touching 
references to the beauty of this region and wanderings there of 
wisemen intent on saving mankind through spriiual uplift....The 

Haryana— Land afPramis* end Performance, Haryana Govt., Chandigarh, 

1973. p. 1* 
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people of Haryana rrmv not now be conscious of their great heri¬ 
tage. but in their blond stream they carry unknowingly the im¬ 
pulses which over the years led to India being equated with the 
linesl in the realm of spirit,’*3 

Haryana The Name 

The origin of word Haryana has been traced in many sources 
as also explained in many ways. The ward ‘Haryana’ finds the 
earliest mention in Rig Veda, The entire latter half of the Vedas 
was composed on ihe bank of River Saraswati in Haryana. 
In the museum of National Archives at Delhi, one finds an 
inscription belonging to Muhammad fiin Tughlaq's times on 
which the word ‘Haryana 1 is inscribed, A common man 
thinks of greenland {Ham) only while delving into the meaning 
of this connotation. This name in that way points out 
to that ancient time when this land was quite green and fertile. 
The ancient and archeological finds of this region reveal that in 
ancient times this tract watered by Saraswati was a leading centre of 
Hindu culture and civilization. The mention or‘Sugarcane forests’ 
during Timur Lane’s invasion in and around Tohana testifies that 
at that lime Ghaggar valley was quite fertile although by the sime 
time Hissar and its surroundings had become parched with sand. 
It is a recorded fact that present Haryana tract, a part of the vast 
lndo-Gangctic plain was once covered with dense green forests 
t Harydaban) because of tropical humid climate prevailing then. 
The present name that way might have originated from Haryata- 
bart. In Hindi language “Green Forest* is also written as ‘HarU 
Grunya and this word might have corrupted to ‘Haryana’. Simi¬ 
larly a wild plant Hari-ban once growing in abundance in this 
region could have also helped in The origin of present nomencla¬ 
ture. Those who delve deep into Ihe religious and spiritual litera¬ 
ture created on this sacred soil find an answer to this puzzle in 
mythological literature. According to them this tract worked as 
chariot (Ay ami) of Lord indra \Hari). Similarly the corning !mm) 
of Lord Krishna (Hari) is associated with the name of this region. 
“The more militant section of the community liked to believe 
that Haryana was the vehicle {Ayana) on which rode triumphantly 
the mightiest of the mighty Lord Mahnvira (Har)."* According 
to Late Rahul Saukrilyayana, a reputed scholar of ancient Indian 
history, and culture the present name is the corrupted form of Hari- 

2 Lai, Muni, Haryana, Delhi, 1974 p, 3-4, 

3 /*/«/., p. 3. 
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dhmkya the name by which the area lying between the Siwaliks 
in the north and the AravaJis in the south, has beers called in anci¬ 
ent literature. G. C* Awasthi in his book Xcd Bharaurf traces the 
origin of word Haryana in Rig Veda. He is of the opinion that 
King Vasa raja who ruled over this region in pre-hisforic period 
used Haryana as a qualifying adjective and thus the area came to 
be called by this name. The present Ahir caste gets its name in the 
corrupted form from Ahhir the name by which their ancestors 
living b this area were known in ancient times. Hence Dr. liudfo 
Parkash is of the opinion that present name ‘Haryana" has emerged 
during the course of time from Abhirayaua of post-Mahubharata 
period. Maharaj Krishan in his Tarikhd-Zifa Rohtak remarks 
that the present name of Haryana might have been derived from 
the Hindi word hamn (to steal) after the misdeeds of dacoits and 
robbers once abounding in this region during pre-Mughal period. 

Hartyala finds mention as a land of live lakh villages h \ he 
Skandpurana also* Hariyala might have corrupted into Haryana* 
On the Bohr (Paiam Baoli} inscription of V5(Vikrami Sam vat} 1337 
I he area has been mentioned as Hariyanaka whereas on the Lander 
inscription (Jodhpur) of VS 1373 it is described as'Haritanaka', 
The Sarahin inscription of VS 1384 and the Radayun inscription of 
early thirteenth century (probably of Lakhanpal regime) Haryana 
finds mention. Dr. Hari Ram Gupla, an authority on the history 
of Pun jab (including present Haryana) opines that Haryana is the 
corrupted form of Ary ana the early abode of Aryans. If after the 
Lodhis, Rajputs and Bhaltis their ancient homes can be called 
Ludhiana. Rajputana and Rhamana then there is no reason that 
the earliest home of Aryans couldn't be known as Aryanu. Some 
of the present names of some countries and states like England 
(Land uf English), Afghanistan (Land of Afghans), Baluchistan 
(Land of Baluch), Tamiluadu (Land of Tamils) Mizoram (Land 
of Mizos), Nagaland \ Land of Nuga) etc, are after the majority 
race or tribe inhabiting such lands. Historians like A. C. Pass, 
Radhakamal Mukerjee, A. V, Basham support Dr. fjupta"s \ tew. 
To trace the origin of word Haryana is an academic exercise only. 
In the words of Muni Lai, 'The reader can take his pick. Each 
interpretation E dilates the imagination. Lei Haryana be the combi¬ 
nation of them alt. and inspire every section of its heterogeneous 
population to achieve the high purposes which most of them 
symbolize. There may be something in a name if this compound 
connotation inspires people to bring about unity in diversity. 
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Pre history Period 

Haryana constituted a part of the ancient kingdom of Sapta- 
Smdhu which extended from river Saraswali in the east to river 
Indus (Sbtdh) in the west. Besides these two rivers the kingdom 
was drained by five other mighty rivers of Satluj (Su/drwh Bras 
(Vlpasdh Ravi {Parushm}, C hr nab (Asukf) and Jehlurn {Vitas m)„ 
Towards north the boundaries of Sapta SinJhu kingdom transcen¬ 
ded the Himalaya in include Bar tar in and Eastern Turfcistan. At 
that time the area had a cold climate- References to Haryana in 
Brahmans and Atharavaveda point towards the antiquity of this 
region. Kurus are mentioned as prominent people who besides 
giving the name of Kurkshetra also made this tract the abode of 
Vedic culture. On this soil Kapil Muni composed his Stmkhya 
Darshana in which he propagated socialism thousands or years 
ahead or Mam. 

King Dually ant, a historic figure was an ancestor of Chandar 
Vanshi Paurars* He was married to Shakunlala the daughter of Rishi 
Vishwamitra. A son named Bharat was born to this couple. Bharat's 
rule fa.r. 2*50 to 2300} extended over an area lying between 
river Saraswati and Ganga, He is said to have named Hindustan 
as Bharat In his lineage at sixth generation king Hasti settled 
ifastimpur after his name and made this settlement his rnpilal. 
One of his progenitors Kara named the Saraswati tract as Kuru- 
kshetra {Ktini-\-ksheird) after his name. King Kuru first of all 
ploughed fields here on the bank of Saras walj. This means that 
the then roaming Aryans started a settled life here. In the Kaurav 
dynasty of Hastinapur two brothers Dhritrashira and Pandu were 
born. Dhritra^htru's son Duryodhan ruled o^er Iiastinapur. Panju 
had five sons (Yudhistta, Bhima + Arjuna, Nakul & Sehdcv) popu¬ 
larly known as Panda v as. They cot married to Draupadi, the 
daughter of DrupaJ the King of Ranch a I Desh and demanded n 
share in the ancestoral Kingdom of Hastkapur. Duryodhan refused 
to part with even an inch cl 3and + At that time the Aryans had 
fallen prey to she vice of gambling. Duryodhan somehow or other 
lured Yudfiistra for gamble and in the game won Pandava's part of 
the kingdom and the victims wore sent to 13 years exile. Pundavas 
spent thirteen years of their exile m M various places in Himalaya un¬ 
der many hardships. Dn their appearance after 13 years Duryodhan 
still refused to part with any land. Consequently to settle this score 
ihe battle of Mahabhaiata wm fought in the battlefield of Kuril- 
kshetro for eighteen days. Almost all the kings and warriors from 
different parts of Indaa participated in this battle in which Kauro¬ 
vas were defeated and Pandavas emerged victorious. The historians 
are of the view that this battle was fought about fourteen centuries 
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before the birth oT Christ, 

Early History 

After the Mahabharta war many far-reaching changes oceured 
in the pohtical picture of India The mighty kingdoms were disinte¬ 
grated and many principalities, then popularly known as Jarrpadt 
came into being The north-western part of India contained two 
Janpads, those of Kuril Janpad (Rumkshetra or Sat&swati tract) 
and Madar Janpad (The tract of Ravi and Chcnab), besides the 
kingdoms of Gandhar and Trtgart, Alexander invaded this part of 
India but Kuril Janpad remained totally unaffected by this Invasion, 
During the Greek invasions many small republics had started 
appearing in this part of India, Haryana then was the part of 
Mauryan empire as revealed by the archcologEcal finds at 5ugh 
and Asoka pillars at Topra and Hissur and his stupas at Thanesar 
and Chaneli. The disintegration of this mighty empire attracted 
Bactarians, Greeks, Scythians, Purthiuns and Kush arts as foreign 
invaders. Ydudhtyas an Indo-lr anion dan succeeded in repelling 
Kushans from the tract lying between Sailuj and Yamuna, Instead 
they established their own rule over tins area. Yaudheyas accord¬ 
ing to Rahul Sanktityayan were true democrats. In their ‘village 
culture 1 ihere was no king. Gramik$ 7 the village chiefs, were elected 
by villagers. To face the foreign invasions later on confederacies 
of villages were formed. Lord Shiva was their chief dicty. His son 
Karhkey was another god to whom they were devoted. Because 
of the confederacies (gm) Kartikeya's brother Gancsh was known 
as GattpatL Their posterior generation is still recognised in Johiye 
people living in so me parts of Hariana and Bhatriane. These oli¬ 
garchical cum republican people made Rohtak as the seat of thfijr 
government “From the coins discovered at Khokra Kot (Rohuikj 
it ha> been established that the Y and hey territory extended 
over the adjoining tracts of Uttar Pradesh on otic side and Raja¬ 
sthan on the other, between C. 15Qb,c, and 350. According 
to the inscription of the Gupta Fmpcror Samundra Gupta, on 
the Ashoku pillar at Allahabad, the Yandheyas paid tribute to 
the Gupta Empire/ 4 

In the early years of sixth century A,p r the Thanes*r Kingdom 
was established hy Pushpbhutj, Van Bhatt in his book Hurish 
Ckantra gives an account of Pushpbhuti and later kings of Tha- 
nesar, Ilarshavardhan (a,u, 6Q6 to 647} was the mightiest ruler of 
Thanesar who extended the boundaries of his empire to Brahma- 

4 Verm-a, D C, Harytma, NBTl, India, New Delhi, 1975, p, 15. 
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put [a in the east and Jchlum in the west. Sindh and Kashmir also 
formed the parts of his empire. Later on he shiflerf the seat of 
his government from Titanesar to Kannauj and attained an un- 
parralld fame in those days, Chinese pilgrim Huien Tsang who 
visited Thanesar has left a beautiful account or the prosperity then 
reigning in this empire. 

The dissolution of Marsha's empire resulted in the emergence 
of Pratihara andTomar Rajputs in Haryana, According to Pehowa 
inscription (a.d. 882) the empire of King Bhoj of Pratihar dynasty 
extended upto Sirsa and KurniU. The succeeding Tomar Rajputs 
are said to have founded the city of Delhi. Anangpal s name is 
associated with the foundation of Delhi, Haryana formed a part 
of this empire. In this lineage Jajuk's son and Vajrat’s son Guga 
became very popular. Hymns dedicated to Guga are still recited all 
over Haryana. G aga is said to have been the Jagirdar of Tomar ruler 
Mahtndrapal. Guga and two of his step brothers got constructed 
three Vishnu temples at Pehowa on the banks of Saraswati. In an¬ 
cient literature Guga is described as Bhoa-nath (master of land) and 
even now Uhots-nath is worshipped on the day of Guga-Mao ini. 
Mention is also found of B had an V: as in the post-Harsha Period who 
dominated the scene around Rewari. Gurgaon, Alwar and Bhiwani, 

* It is possible the village of Bhadavasa, near Rewari, may have 
been their scat of power,” 6 Some scholars identify these people with 
Ahirs. 

Medieval Period 

With the defeat of the last Tomar ruler Prithviraj Chauhan 
at the hands of Muhammad Ghauri in a,p. 1192 at Taiaori (also 
known as Tarain) Haryana entered a new chapter of history, dur¬ 
ing which the Hindu populace of Haryana had to face subjugation. 
Intimidation, humiliation and hardships. At times the persecutions 
led to total destruction of villages. "Ii is not an accident that 
all decisive battles which dunged the fate of India were fought 
in Haryana, at Panipat. Every invader and aspirant to loot and 
power, after traversing the Punjab had to fight a pitched battle 
in Haryana before reaching Delhi.” 6 

During the entire period of Delhi Sultanate (A.o, 1206- 
1526) Haryana consequent upon the ruthless wrath of Turkish rulers 
of Delhi seethed with rage. Since people could not get good 
leadership they had to pay a very heavy price of exhibiting disunity 


5 Ibid., p. 16 - 

6 Ibid., p. 17, 
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by the native Rajput rulers in the battlefield of Tamin in a.o, 
1192. The Turkish rulers while subjugating the Hindu population 
of Haryana lost no time in curbing the recalcitrant element thus 
nipping the seeds of unrest in the bud. By levying heavy land re¬ 
venue and humiliating taxes like Jeziya on Hindus the Turkish 
sultans deliberately impoverished and squeezed them so that they 
could never have the sources to muster courage for rebellion. 
Whenever funding it difficult to make I heir both ends meet with 
the residue, farmers started deserting lands. But they were chased 
and hunted like wild beasts by the imperial forces. To creite awe 
the Hindus were subjected to many restrictions. Same sultans for¬ 
bade horse riding* carrying of arms and wearing elegant dresses by 
Hindus. This way they succeeded in their aim of infusing inferio¬ 
rity complex among the masses. The brave people of Haryana who 
bore it all patiently stoically did snatch some opportunities to re¬ 
volt against the repressive and domineering rule or Turkish sultans, 
knowing it fully well that it would lead to still more atrocities* In¬ 
fact they could never reconcile themselves to the rule of tyranny 
and wished to overthrow it whenever possible. Following Iltut- 
misha’s death the Himlas revolted and shook the Sultanate for a 
while creating serious vibrations and oscillations on the administ¬ 
rative set-up. The indirect benefit of this uprising was that the 
ugly designs of the bureaucrats were foiled and Raziu Sultana 
succeeded to occupy the throne. After the death of Allauddin Khilji 
a Hindu convert Muslim Khusro Khan became Sultan and put an 
end to the terror and repression let loose by the Khiljis. His rule 
in a way was Hindu rule which was put to an end by nobles. 
Again the Hindus revolted against Muhammad-bin-Tughlaq. 

In the year 1398 Haryana tract bad to witness loot, plunder, 
and massacre at the hands of Timur who had come to plunder 
Delhi, then renowned the world over for ils riches. The Jats, Raj¬ 
puts and Ahirs of Haryana challenged his march towards Delhi 
at many places. They engaged Timur for about four weaks. Hund¬ 
reds of thousands of young and brave Haryanvis laid down their 
lives for putting hurdles to the march of unscruplous and avari¬ 
cious Mongol horde. In those struggles the affected pans of Har¬ 
yana not only faced terror and devastation but were razed to the 
ground. Alas! had at that time the forces of Delhi come to their 
help the Haryanvis would have never permitted Timur to enter the 
capital city and create terror and horror by his loot, arson, plun¬ 
der, abduction and molestation. What an unhappy contrast? 
The ruler of Delhi advised people not to put up any resistance 
and flee to save their lives. Even after Timur's withdrawal heroic 
people of Haryana remained unsubdued. Alum a Meo Leader 
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succeeded in occupying the entire tract between Mathura and 
Sarai Lado ia the vicinity of Delhi. 

In the early years of 15th century Sultanate showed the signs 
of disintegration, intrigues, conspiracies and iissiprous tendencies. 
The ruling authority lost its hold over much of the Kingdom. In 
such circumstances of internal dissensions and confusions the 
Hindus escaped persecution to a large extent. At the same time the 
‘Bhnkti movement* caught hold in India. The soothing preachings 
of saints like Nanak and Kabir brought comfort and solace to the 
bleeding wounds of Hindu masses. But this solace was not long- 
lived for the unfortunate Hindus. With the advent of Lodht rule 
under Sikandar Lodhi the old talc of repression and persecution 
was revised rather with much more cruelty and ruthlessncss. Under 
the rule of Ibrahim Lodht bis conspiring nobles and some native 
Hindu rulers especially Runa Sanga invited Babur, a Chaghtai 
Turk who wns maternally in the lineage of Changez Khan and 
paternally in that of Timur, two cruel Mongol hordes who laid 
waste Delhi and norlh-western India in their times. This led to the 
historic first battle of Pan [pat in the year 1526. The Lodhis were 
defeated and Babur laid down l he foundations of a mighty Mughal 
empire much against the wishes of his so called hosts and also 
subdued them. This way Delhi became the scat of Mughal empe¬ 
rors who ruled India for more than two centuries. 

When Babur came to the throne India presented the picture 
of a house divided against itself. Many native rulers including 
Vikramaditya of Gwalior and Sunghar of Phulkian state of Patiala 
were killed in the held of Panipat while fighting for Babur. On the 
contrary the common masses of Haryana could not reconcile with 
the establishment of Mughal empire after finishing the Turkish rule, 
lust three years alter the battle of Panipat the Haryanvi Mandhar 
Rajputs of Nardak region rose in arms against the Mughah and 
defeated the local imperial troops. Taking a serious note of the 
situation Babur sent heavy reinforcements to Nardak which quelled 
the revolt with great difficulty and that too after a Fierce fighting 
spread over several days. To punish the rebels Babur got many of 
the rebels slaughtered and their houses burnt, Humayun who kept 
on tumbling all through his life could not find any time to attend to 
the skirmishes of fiaryaims. His supplanter Shcr Shah Suri a non- 
Mughal was not opposed to by the Waiyanvis. Afchar on the other 
hand had to face one of the capable and brave Haryanvi generals 
of the time in the person of Hemu. As his grandfather, Babur was 
scared of Ft ana Sang ha, A k bar feared Hemu. It was only on the 
sustained persuasions of Bniram Khan that .after much reluctance 
Akbur agreed to face Hemu on the historic battlefield of Panipat. 


Through the Window qJ History 9 


In the words of reputed historian Dr. K..R, Qonungo; “No Rajput 
wielded the sword so bravely against foreign invaders as this bum¬ 
ble Hindu oi Rewari did on the battle Ik Id of FanipaU No Hindu 
had been covered with so many glorious wounds on the field of 
battle except Maharana Sangha,” Bania by caste, Hemu was very 
adept in warfare. This courageous, brave and cbivalormis son of 
the Haryaim roil had all qualities of a leader and general. But lor 
the chance arrow which struck his eye he would have defeated the 
Mughal forces. Many historians arc of the view that Akbar won the 
second battle of Panipat (1556) by sheer accident. It seems that 
Akbar. the greatest of a]] Mugha] emperors remained unhappy and 
averse to the people of this tract on account of their rebellious 
nature and love for independent views. 

Haryana tract remained comparatively quiet during ihe times 
of Jahangir and Shuh Jahan. Pleasure loving Jahangir did not dis¬ 
turb the village life and contented himself with the mere collection 
of land revenue. Shah Jahan the great builder could hardly find 
lime to devote towards native repression. But Aurangzeb the last 
Great Mughal and orthodox Muslim once again started repeating 
Sultanate history The entire Punjab under Guru Gobind Singh and 
Maharashtra under Shivaji revolted against Aurangzcb. The Jats 
of Agra. Mathura and Bhaiatpur and Sutnamis of Narnaul also 
revolted against Aurang 2 eb. Under their leader Raja Ram, the Jats 
created a sort or terror for Mughal authorities. They started 
looting royal caravans on the highways. So much so that they 
plundered the tomb of Akbar at Sikandra also. Alarmed by the 
activities of Jats Aurangzcb gave them a continuous and hoi chase. 
Jats quietened themselves for a while only to regain their activities 
under Churanan, 8 nephew of Raja Ram. I.ven after the death of 
Aurangzeb. Jats continued their rebellious activities and Bahadur 
Shah recognised Bad an Sing successor of (.huraman as Raja ot 
Dig. Suraj Mai a brilliant successor of Bad an Singh founded the 
stale of Bharatpur in real meaning. Undoubtedly the greatest war¬ 
rior and ablest Jal administrator of his time, Badan Singh has been 
often called the ‘Plato of Jal Clan*. Besides Bharatpur. he held his 
hold over Agra, Mathura, Dholpur, Mainipuri, Haihras, Etawah, 
Aligarh, Meerut, Rohtafc and Gurgaon. The turmoil which frMow¬ 
ed Aurangzcb’s death, however, caused much harm to the Haryana 
tract. The invasions of Nadir Shah Durrani and Ahmed Shah 
Abdali still further aggravated the deteriorating condition of Har¬ 
yana, At this lime Marthas, Sikhs and Afghans appeared very act¬ 
ive ill and around Delhi, Though Afghans defeated Marthas in the 
third battle of Panipai, yet they could not get political hold over 
Delhi. In u way Afghans did not have the resources to rule over 
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Delhi while ihe Marathas lacked political cohesion and thereby a 
pal h Was paved for British supremacy in the years to come. At I his 
lime a vciy interesting incident lank place in Haryatm, George 
Thomas, an Irish who served in Marattia forces for some lime, look 
benefit of the chaos and confusion (hat prevailed at that time. He 
pnxdainied his rule over an area around Hansi and called himself 
as the *Raja of Haryana" but faced failure In his ambition shortly. 
Delhi and Haryana at that lime were surrounded by many active 
and warrior clans like Sikhs, IjIs + Riijpuls, Meos and Gujars but 
they never united to form a common front. British in their efforts 
to gain supremacy tried to bring Shah A lam the figure head Mughal 
ruler under their influence. They granted the emperor with a perso¬ 
nal allowance of Rs. 6,000 per month to be realised from the * Assig¬ 
ned Territory* located on the west of Yamuna in Haryana tract. 

After Muratha* 1 failure and their consequent withdrawal to the 
South, British established themsehes in Delhi Territory including 
most of present Haryana in 18CD* They immediately took steps to 
strengthen their administration over the territory held by them. 
They abolished snti, capital punishment and gradually abolished 
corporal punishment. Settlement offatid was also completed. The 
ancient canal system defunct by this time was revived. The village 
institutions lake Panchayais were honoured. With a sort of paternal 
care the British desired and worked to improve the rural lot* But 
the martial tribes who predominantly inhabited Lhe territory offered 
resistance at many an occasion to British also. "They regarded the 
British as no better than usurpers and plunderers. The Meos, Gujars 
and AhJrs of Gurgaon 1 the Jats and Rangars of Rohtak, the Bhaltis, 
Ranghars, Panchhadas, Bishnois and Jats of Hissar and the Sikhs 
of Kanral. all of them w ere strongly opposed to the new regime. 1 *? 
Strong forces were seat to quell these people, but in the words of 
Metcalfe the then administrator of Delhi, the resistance put up by 
these heroic warriors could not he met with the Delhi forces and 
strong reinforcements on SOS basis were called from other districts. 
So much so that land revenue too had to be collected with the aid 
of army. These martial people often took armed offensive tactics 
and kept the British troops always engaged. They very often defied 
the authority of British officials. 

First War of Indian Independence 

Ai is evident from the above description the British rule in 
rural Haryana became very unpopular. On Lhe other hand the British 
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irot enraged rrom the ever increasing skirmishes with martial people 
of Haryana and in turn started adopting repressive policies. Land 
revenue assessment was given a higher d >se and implemented with 
a strong hand, interference with the age old institutions like Pan- 
dinyais, which had worked smoothly for many many years, caused 
widespread discontentment. So much so that water logging caused by 
excessive canal irrigation also resulted in unrest among farming 
community. Food crops and fodder crops grown on water Jogged 
areas nut only gave tower yields but also proved detrimental to the 
health or people and cattle alike. "Another adverse effect was the 
change in the salubrious climate of the region. The peasants were 
convinced that excessive irrigation caused impotence and the un- 
fruitfutness of women in canal villages was attributed to this, Jats 
of dry areas refused to give their daughters to the men of Panipat 
and other heavily irrigated places,"® This led to the migration of 
many farming families of these areas to the dry areas of Jind. The 
work of missionaries, economic exploitation and negligence of the 
government during famines and recurring epidemics still added fuel 
to the burning fire of fury. Under such strained circumstances the 
people were simmering with rage and discontentment, and only a 
spark was needed for ihe situation to assume a bursting and amber- 
some form. This much needed spark was supplied by the rebel 
soldiers of Meerut and Ambala cantonments. 

The spokes of conflagration spread in all directions from Delhi, 
and the Haryana tract in an overnight came in the grip of struggle. 
Mewatis of Gurgaon were the first to join hands with revolting sol¬ 
diers, Clifford at that time was the assistant collector of Gurgaon. 
“Cli (ford's sister was stripped naked at the palace, tied to 
the wheels of a gun-carriage, dragged along the Chandni Chowk 
in Delhi and then, in the presence of the King’s sons, cut 
to pieces. Clifford went on the rampage and burnt village after 
village destroying the countryside with fire and sword. Bui his ruth¬ 
less revenge did not last. He was killed by the Meos of Raisina and 
Muhammadpur. , ' B At Modal the Jats created an alarming situation. 
Though Delhi fell to the Imperial forces on 20 September 1857 yet 
Gurgaon continued to be ablate even after that. Next month and 
half saw many confl icts between the British troops and Meos, Gujars, 
Ranghars and Ahirs of Haryana. Brigadier General Showers arrested 
the revolting Nawab of Jhnjjar Ahdur Rchman while his three re¬ 
volting sons and brother escaped the British hands and sought 
shelter with the rebels at Ludhiana. The Nawabs of Dadri and 
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Farrukhnagar as also the Raja of Bullabgarh were also taken as 
prisoners by the British General, Their forts and garrisons were 
occupied by imperial forces white the native forces were disarmed 
and dispersed. 

Revolt in Rohtak broke out on 24 May 1857 when Tafzul 
Hussain attacked government offices in the name of Mughal em¬ 
peror Bahadur Shah Zafor, Finding the situation out of control the 
British Deputy Commissioner Loch look to heels and reached 
Delhi via Gohana. Tafzal Hussain got one lakh rupees by way of 
looting treasury and on his way hack burnt all British establishments 
at Sample But the saddest part oT this period is that taking benefit 
of general chaos and confusion people revived their old rivalries. 
The factional fights among various castes of Haryana could not 
be stopped eien by a royal decree (firman) issued by the Mughal 
emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar. “There were free fights during the 
Mutiny among the neighbouring villages. The Dahiya and Dalai 
iats revived Ihdr old rivalry and clashed fiercely with each other 
around Hassangarh. The Ahlaw&t Jali attacked Samp In and Baroda, 
Madina attacked Kathura, Bulana destroyed N uiankhera; and all 
the headmen were hanged for attacking a military convoy. Sunghi 
and Khidwali were traditional foes and engaged each other in con¬ 
tinuous fights; some Mehim villages on the Hissar side attacked 
those on the west border of Rohtak; the Ranghars plundered every- 
□He irrespective of clan and loyalty/' 10 This factor added to the 
causes of failure and also hastened our defeat in the First War or 
our Nation's Independence. Had these martial races stood unitedly 
as one man and one force they would have engaged a sizeable 
number of British troops and thereby reduced their pressure on 
Jhansi, Oudh T etc., and the current of history might have taken a 
different turn. 

At lltssar the uprising was started by the revolting troops of 
Haiisi, Sirsu and Llissar garrisons. The troops incited and persuaded 
the civil population of Hissar to plunge In the sacred struggle 
against the foreign yoke. The people and troops killed British, loot¬ 
ed and destroyed the property of Europeans and of the so-called loyal 
native rulers Muhammad Azam a prince of the royal family pro¬ 
claimed the end of British rule in Hissar. After initial successes the 
prince moved to Delhi to help the rebels In his absence Sir John the 
Deputy Commissioner of Fcrozepur seized control over Hi mm again* 
Hearing this news Azam came back but it was loo late. He had 
skirmishes with the British troops at many places, but ultknmcly 
lost, Azam proceeded to Gurgaon and there with the collaboration 
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of Rewriti ruler Rao Tula Ram revived the anti-British struggle in 
AhirwaL Soon after the revolting forces reached Narnaul to partici¬ 
pate in a much contested battle. In this most fiercest and decisive 
battle the leadership to freedom fighter^ was provided by the Har- 
yanvl stalwarts like Raja Nahar Singh of BallabEurh, Nawab Abdur 
Retiman of Jhajjar t Rao Krishangopal and Rao Shehmat Khan of 
MeWiit, The sole stirring bravery of Indian fighters put up a formid¬ 
able resistance, but the British troops that were larger in number 
and superior in armoury finally won the haute at WarnauL Raja 
Nahar Singh and Nawab Abdur Rehman were hanged. Rao Shch- 
mat Khan was shot. Rao Tula Ram went to Afghanistan via Persia 
and there he died in the year 18fi3* Rao Tula Ram was sent to 
Afghanistan to secure help in accordance with the meeting of freedom 
fighters held at Kalpi under the Chairmanship of TantyaTope. Indis- 
gubehc reached Kabul via Bombay and Basra. His smadh can still 
be seen near the‘DdhiGnte in Kabul. The properties of such famlies 
were confiscated and awarded to those Indians w ho remained loyal 
to their British overlords. In short Delhi and Haryana were put to 
the severest punishment At the hands of so-called ‘civilised and most 
cultured white race". With the reverses at Narnaal the case or free¬ 
dom fighters in Haryana was lost, British brought the whole situ¬ 
ation in Narnaul under their control by November 1857- More¬ 
over, she neighbouring native stales of Punjab helped the British 
with their resources and forces* Hud these native stales not suppor¬ 
ted the British in this hotly contested battle the results would have 
been different. The British in their turn limply and liberally rewar¬ 
ded the loyal native stales. Narnaul district was gifted to Maharaja 
Patiala who renamed it as Mahendrngsrh after his own name. 
Nubha, Jind and Faridkot states got respectively Baw&I, Dadri and 
Ballabgarh. Farmkhnagnr and Pataudi were created as new Jagirs, 
“At the end of the rebellion* Haryana suffered the usual convulsions 
of defeat, is did other regions. Normal human liberties reached the 
vanishing point. The British took heartless punitive measures against 
all those who were known to have participated in Lhe uprising. 
Many chieftains and their supporters were sent to the gallows on 
pretence of legal compulsion* The people reded under the callous¬ 
ness of it, but never did Lhey lose faith in themselves. They had 
learnt over the centuries to take spells of good and bad fortune in 
their stride.*’ 11 
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British Period 

After the war of Independence, to check the recurrence of re¬ 
bellious activities as also to reduce its importance Haryana was 
separated from the then North West Province (now Uttar Pradesh) 
and merged with Punjab. The seven districts formerly part of [Delhi 
Territory were regrouped into two divisions of Delhi and Hissar 
popularly known as Eastern and Western division respectively. On 
the other hand the administration of Haryana along with the entire 
country was transferred from the East India Company to the Crown. 
A Viceroy, as a representative or the British Crown and Parliament, 
started ruling India. 

Many administrative changes were effected in the newly created 
divisions to conform to the administrative pattern and needs of the 
Punjab province to which Haryana was merged. Money lenders 
squeezed tine rural masses of this part For the past so many centuries 
and to the misfortune of rural inhabitertts their grip and dutches 
lightened during famines and epidemics when the poor, tottering 
farmer needed the money most. Money lenders had been playing 
many frauds with the illiterate, ignorant and innocent farmers and 
managed their net in such a way that a farmer who once came 
under money-lenders* net could not get out oi it for many genera¬ 
tions. In those days the Haryanvi farmer was born in debt, Jhed in 
debt and passed away in debt passingonthc ever increasing burden of 
the debt to Iris posterity. In 1863 orders were issued for the money¬ 
lenders to maintain proper and regular accounts to check the irre¬ 
gularities committed by them Deputy Commissioners replaced the 
magistrates and collectors as head of the district administration. 
To strengthen the position of law and order, police control was 
overhauled and tightened. For ihe administration of justice chief 
court was set up at the capital whereas Munsif courts were set up 
at tehsil level. But since the region was pnjulated with turbulent 
tribes with independent disposition it look time for the stale nf 
affairs to improve. Cattle stealing and armed robbery in daylight 
were practised in many parts of the region. But slowly and gradually 
the British ad mi nist ration got control over these people. 

On the educational front some measures were taken, At im¬ 
portant places like Delhi, Rohtak, Jhajjar, Kama! and Rewari high 
schools were opened. A Government College was also started, at 
Delhi which was shifted to Lahore after about a decade and a 
half. But soon after the St, Stephens College and Hindu College 
affiliated to Panjab University were started. On the other hand 
canals were excavated ami existing ones were improved upon. The 
railway tracks were started to be taid down in some parts of Har- 
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yana* Road construction also started in many parts of the region. 
These economic* political and social reforms in an indirect way 
brought the Haryana masses in close touch with (he social refor¬ 
mers and nationalists. 

The establishment of Ary a Samaj by Swami Dayanand Saras- 
wali brought a new awakening among the Haryanvi masses. Thro¬ 
ugh the slogan 'Back to Vedas' he urged the people to care for their 
own rich cultural heritage and avoid western ways of life. Swami 
Da van and also spread and preached the cull oF nationalism. He 
categorically declared from many a public platform that l Swaraj' 
or sdfrulc was superior to any foreign rule howsoever benevolent 
it might be, Arya Samaj movement which had its sway its Punjab 
and Haryana towns slowly and gradually seeped to countryside 
too. It became very popular with Jai fanning community. L- 
Mu ns hi Ram, later on known as Shardanand, a founder of Gurukut 
Kangri spread the teachings of Arya Samaj practically to all the 
homesteads of Haryana. As a social worker and religious leader he 
is rated second only to Swami Dayanand in this movement. Before 
the advent of Congress on the scene of active politics, Arya Samaj 
was considered as a political movement in Haryana. The movement 
through its leaders, public meetings and newspapers brought about 
political and social awakening among the peasantry of Haryana 
hitherto drowned in the abyss of ignorance. The spirit of disaffe¬ 
ction rapidly spread among the educated class and especially 
among the leathers and lawyers. Punjab government started sus¬ 
pecting the activities of lhe Arya Samaj, The British Government 
of India on the advice of Lieutenant Governor of Punjab extended 
the seditious meetings act to eerlain parts of Haryana. Government 
increasingly started feeling the Arya Samaj effect that crept even 
among the soldiers. To begin with the government discharged 
prematurely, retired or dismissed those Haryana noo commissioned 
officers and soldiers who were suspected to spread the nationalist 
Cult tmong Ihe soldiers, Slowely and gradually the recruitment of 
Haryana juts io armed forces was stopped. 

The suspicious attitude of the government was, however, 
(brown to the winds at the time of First World War. In the dir* 
need of fighting forces the British authorities ir India wished to enlist 
in the army each and every able bodied youngmnn hailing from 
martial eommumiies. By thdr tactful policies the British had by 
now reduced the village folk to abject poverty and the people at 
many places Found it difficult to make their both ends meet. Under 
such circumstances people had no option but to join forces to face 
death in the form of bullet on their chest rather then hunger in the 
stomach* The martial communities enlisted in army in greater 
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numbers from Haryana. On the other hand also ]people in the 
country sympathised with ih= British daring First World^Var. The 
nationalist movement which had gamed moment dm by this time m 
India openly preached for British help with a faint hope that Ind.a 
miaht be rewarded with the right to self government after war 
Mahatma Gandhi also quietly worked for British support much 
against the wishes of radicals (inside and outside the country) who 
wanted to avail this opportunity to overthrow the foreign yoke. 
The martial law and atrocities committed on Peaceful ™sses f 
some places in Punjab including an uncalled for, brutal and ruth¬ 
less massacre of hundreds of men irrespective of age, sex or reh- 
pjon at JaUianwalla Bagh completely changed the picture. The 
leaders and masses rose in disobedience to the British authorities 
in India whom they had given all support m men, money and mate¬ 
rial at the war front. The British Government in India had now few 
supporters and the atmosphere became quite hostile towards alien 

m In rural Punjab (Haryana was then a part of Punjab) the people 
who had sent their sons on Lhe war front* many of whom laid 
down their lives not fur the motherland but for foreign masters ex¬ 
pected that the masters would see reason and amply reward their 
s icrilices The government responded only by providing separate 
seats to' rural areas in Legislative Council on the basis or popu¬ 
lation Consequently the 1921 election saw majority of rural re¬ 
present alive s in the Legislative Council, But unfortunately on the in¬ 
stance of intriguing British authorities who always pra-nsed the 
noliev of‘divide and rule’, under the Dyarchy reforms, cabinet was 
constituted on communal basis. This policy ultimately led to the 
division of Punjab on communal basis after a lot of holocaust cau¬ 
sed by eommunul riots. For sometime Fazal-i-Hus sain represented 
ihc Muslims whereas Ch. Lai Chand (ihe initiater of separate rural 
constituencies) represented the Hindus and Sikhs, But in (924 
Ch Ltd Chand had to resign on an election petition. As a result 
thereof Ch. Chhotu Ram, the budding Unionist leader replaced 
Ch, Lai Chand in Punjab Cabinet. 

The Unionist party dominated the Punjab politics Tor about 
n 2 Vfari till 1946 and Ch. Chhotu Ram steered the ship of Uni¬ 
onist panv dll through this period- The then Governor of Punjab 
Sir Mu!com Hailey wanted to break the Unionist parly. So in 1926 
he appointed Feroz Khan Noon in Fazal-s-Hussain’s place and 
the latter was sent to Centre as member of Governor General’s 
Council. The Governor this lime dropped Ch. Chhotu Ram and 
replaced him by Lala Manohar Lat in the Cabinet. Sir Joginder 
Singh was also added to the Ministry to give representation to 
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Sikhs. This way he paved the way for communat disharmony. 

The nationalist movement spearheaded by Congress in many 
parts of India started affecting Haryana also. Those people who 
were the torch bearers of Ary a Samaj movement came forward to 
embrace Congress ideals and apprise the general masses about the 
freedom struggle launched by Congress stalwarts like Gandhi, 
Nehru, Tilak, Patel, Bose. Arad, etc. Lata Lajpat Raj had started 
his career as a lawyer at Hissar. For several years he led the Arya 
Samaj movement in Haryana, He came in contact with the radical 
leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Bipin Chandra Pal. The cla¬ 
rion call given by Bal Gatigadhar Tilak “Swaraj is my birth right ; 

I shall have it”, was cheerfully greeted by Lala Lajpat Rai, On 
these principles Lala Lajpat Rai started a campaign against the 
foreign rule in Punjab-Haryana. Lala ji's association with Bal 
Gancndhar Tilak and Bipin Chandra Pal was widely acclaimed all 
over India and this Trio was given a popular name of ‘Bal-Pul-Lal 1 
by Indian masses. To give a spurt to his nationalist activities he 
shifted to the capital city of Lahore. At Lahore he organised a 
mass protest, as a part of countrywide protest, against the arrival 
or Simon Commission in India, Leading a huge rally raising slo¬ 
gans of ‘Simon Go Back’ Lalaji faced innumerable lathi blows of 
Briiish Police under the orders of Saunders, a British police officer. 
Later on he succumbed to his injuries on 19 November 1926 cau¬ 
sed by severe lathi blows and warned the British authorities from 
his death bed that each lathi blow on his body would prove a nail 
in the coffin of British Empire. 

Pandit Shri Ram Sharma an enthusiast from Rohtak joined 
the Congress ranks in 1920 while he was a school student at the 
first call on non Co-operation, After Lala Lajpat Rai had left Tor 
Lahore Pandit Shri Ram Shram a organised the rationalist move¬ 
ment in Haryana under the banner of Congress* Dr. Gopi Chard 
Bharcav and his brother Thukur Das Bhargav also started anti- 
British campaigns in Hissar. Similarly Lala Shyam Lai from Rohtak 
and Pandit Ncki Ram from Bhiwani initiated a nationalist move¬ 
ment aimed at ousting the foreign rulers from the sacred soil of 
India. Dr, Gopi Chand Bhargav also shifted to Lahore to closely 

associate with Lain Lajpat Rai, 

In 1937 elections held in Punjab under the act of 1935 the 
rural areas overwhelmingly voted for Unionist Party, Sir Sskandir 
Hayat Khan became the first Prime Minister of Punjab white Sir 
Chaudhari Chhotu Ram was given a senior position in the cabinet. 
The ministry as a whole agreed to work for Unionist party's prog¬ 
ramme of agrarian reforms launched by Sir. Ch. Chhotu Ram, Sir. 
Ch.Chhotu Rum is deemed to be the greatest leader Haryana has 
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produced in this century. He rose from very humble beginning to 
a position of pride in Punjab politics. Like Mahatma Gandhi his 
'Swaraj' consisted in the economic and social emancipation of 
illiterate and innocent village masses. Throughout his carrier he 
worked Tor the uplift of pcasanty. Steps initiated by Sir Ch. Chhotu 
Ram with regard to village money-lenders and for the uplift of 
farming community in Punjab at that time are still recalled by 
economists and leaders with pride. A sole representative of agri¬ 
culturists in the then Punjab politics he became a symbol of oppo¬ 
sition to all forms of exploitation. Today when Haryana has laun¬ 
ched a multi pronged attack against rural exploitation and has 
been doing her best to bring prosperity in the villages, the stale is 
silently paying homage to Sir Ch. Chhotu Rum whose striking 
mission in life was rural uplift. Had the pawerful vested overlords 
not stood menacingly in his way. he would have surely achieved 
his aim to a larger extent. 

Sir Khizar Hayat Khan Tiwana succeeded Sir Sikardar Hayat 
Khan as Prime Minister of Punjab on the sudden demise of the 
latter in the year 1941. Before his death Sir Sikandar Havai Khan 
had committed to Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the Muslim League 
Stalwart, to support the league manifesto. In the year 1944 Jinnah 
came to Lahore and insisted upon the new Prime Minister Sir 
Khizar Hayat Khan to change the label of his ministry from Uni¬ 
onist Ministry to Muslim League Ministry. This led to a clash 
between Unionist leader an 1 Muslim League leaders particularly 
between Sir Ch. Chhotu Ram and Mohammad Ali Jinnah. Sir 
Khizar Havai Khan had a great regard for Chaudhari Sahib and his 
progressive policies. Hence he rcfuicd to bow down to Jamah's de¬ 
mands. But this sudden trend in Punjab politics was taken too much 
to heart by Chaudhari ji who fell ill at Lahore and passed away soon 
after. This way a great son of the Haryanvi soil died in harness. 
This goes to the credit of Sir Khizar Hayat Khan that after 
Chaudhari Sahib’s death he n.fused to be brow beaien by the Lea¬ 
gue leaders and continued firmly the secular path as shown by 
Sir Ch. Chhotu Ram and resisted all communal onslaughts. Though 
left single handed Sir Kizar Hayat Khan again headed the Punjab 
Ministry in 1946 with Congress support much against the League 
opposition. But in March 1947 when the situation in Punjab 
reached an alarming state of no return he had to resign. There¬ 
after Punjab came in the grip of communal violence and nobody 
howsoever dominating fie might have been, could save this mighly 
state from a worst holocaust. No doubt India ihrew off the foreign 
yoke at ihe stroke of Zero hour on the midnight, separating ihc 
lail end of slave period, of 14 August 1947 and the dawn of Indc- 
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pcndence beginning nn IS August 1947 yet the hearts of about two 
crores of people Wed with the agony of being driven to leave their 
hearths and homes in Punjab and Bengal. Punjab received about 
50 lakh refugees many of them bardv in three clothes with uncer¬ 
tain open jawed future, These unfortunate brethren of ours with 
no shelter over their heads except the vast sky, which too iu those 
days very often gave a shower treatment; enoughly scanty or no 
food at uti; insufficient but tottering dot tea were taken aback by 
•‘Independence." At this horrible sight the authors of Free India 
and Pakistan stood aghast, speechless as well as helpless. They had 
not even dreamt of such a serious comtnun.il Irenzy. Major.ty of 
the victims would have prefered a status quo, had they been warned 
of these untold miseries and asked for option. What an irony of 
fate ? The foreigners who ruled over us for about two centuries 
and impoverished this Golden Sparrow of all its riches at last 
agreed to accord us self rule but no body knew that they hid been 
sowing the seeds of discordance and hatred between two major 
communities of India in persuance of their policy of‘divide and 
rule' for the last many years the consequences of which would be 
detrimental to a large sect of humanity. Hut in spite of vast human 
sufferings India became free and got a truncated Punjab in the form 
of ‘Fast Punjab’ or which Haryana region was a part. 

Post-1 ndepend enc e H i story 

After partition East Punjab f 1 ater on only Punjab) was headed 
by Late Dr, Go pi Chand Bhargav. He was soon replaced by Shri 
Bhim Sen Sachar. Infact both these leaders continued to have the 
reins of Punjab in a sort t»r unstable atmosphere till late Sardar 
Partap Singh (Cairon came on the scene in 1956 and gave a stable 
administration. But Haryana felt unsatisfied in the lack of enough 
participation in the stats craft. Moreover the central parts of 
Punjab got larger share in the development as a result of which 
Haryana tract along with Kart pm and other hilly areas were losers. 
On the other hand Sikhs, though they had major share in the state 
affairs, wanted a state in which they could have complete domina¬ 
tion. Hence these diverse feelings among the Sikhs and Hurvanvi 
Hindus slowly and gradually sowed the seeds of bifurcation. 

The idea of a separate state for Haryana as well as a separate 
Sikh dominated state of Punjab is quite old. Till first war of Indian 
Independence, Haryana tract was the part of Delhi Territory. After 
the sad failure or this hold attempt Haryana was attached to Punjab 
on strategic and political grounds. But the Haryana tract continued 
to have closer affiliations and affinities with Delhi rather than with 
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Lahore. At one lime a proposal was mooted to carve a separate 
Hindu majority state in the Jullundur and Ambala divisions in the 
then United Punjab of pre-partition days. But it could not materi¬ 
alize. Again in pre-Second War period no less person than tale 
Asaf AIL who enjoyed confidence and reputation among Congress 
stalwarts, sponsored the idea of forming 'Greater Delhi 1 . His greater 
Delhi included much of present Haryana. Among others, Lale 
Dcshbamjhu Gupta The editor of Trj supported the idea. They 
would have pursued their proposal quite vigorously but the out¬ 
burst of War placed a moratorium on such activities. After the war 
the atmosphere in the country had completely changed and there 
was no room for such petty deals in the Congress programme which 
was fighting tooth and nail for the ouster of British from Indian 
soil. 

On (he other front few years before partition ihc Akali leader 
Late Master Tara Singh formulated a scheme for gelling *Aziid 
Punjab" for the Sikhs on the lines Muslims were working to attain 
Pakistan. He wanted to separate the areas of West Punjab and 
Haryana tract from the then United Punjab and get the remaining 
part as a separate and independent entity. This proposal was very 
strongly opposed and condemned not only by the national leader¬ 
ship hut many farsighted and patriotic Sikhs also. After Indepen¬ 
dence some or the Sikh lenders were not satisfied wi(h the new 
Slate of Fast Funjab vhkh ronslitulcd the majority of Hindus* 
Many Sikh leaders and especially Master Tara Singh wanted now a 
Sikh majorhy siaie within the framework of Indian Union, Asa 
legacy of the idea of Greater Delhi and dissatisfaction because of 
less involvement of Hamm vis in the state craft some people m this 
part raised a demand for a separate Haryana State, sometimes 
called as + Visba! Haryana\ Le f Greater Haryana. Master Tara Singh 
and his Akali party wanted a separate slate in which besides Sikh 
majoriiy. Punjabi would be not only the mother tongue hut official 
language also. But the then Chief Minister of Punjab Sarttar Partap 
Singh Kairon wanted a H Maha Punjab' i.e r Greater Punjab with the 
merger of PEPSU (Patiala and East Puhjab States Union) and hilly 
territory of Himachal Pradesh. 

tn 1955 Government of India set up a State Re-organisation 
Commission with F&zat Ali as Chairman. The Commission enttsb 
dered the demands and counter demands as rising in Punjab at 
that time and were unanimously of the view that Punjab should not 
be put to division and on the contrary it recommended the merger 
of PtiPSU with it. On November l 1956 a new Punjab with mure 
area and extended boundaries came into being, Sardur Kairon in a 
way spread the use of Punjabi, and now Punjabi was taught m 
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schools right from Narnaul in the sands, to Lahul-Spili in the snow‘d 
But this did not solve the problem at all. The Akalis revived their 
demand for a separate Punjabi speaking state* To counteract the 
Akali movement the protagonists of Hindi started a + Hindi Raksha 
Afidnlan', i.e., Save Hindi Movemsut* Consequently ihis brought 
in a Jem in J. for Hie creation of a separate Hindi speaking Slate 
especially by those living in Ambala division. These people were 
not willing to accept Panjabi cither as a medium of instruction or 
as official language. The Government of India was pressed very 
b ird by the fasts and counterfeits undertaken at that time in diffe¬ 
rent parts of the Punjab, The Government yet made another 
attempt to avoid the further vivisection of Punjab, In 19&D ' Regio¬ 
ns] Formula” was introduced as a solution to solve the language 
tangle. The formula aimed at giving due wcighlage to both Hindi 
and Punjabi languages in Hindi and Punjabi speaking areas with¬ 
out breaking the unity of the Stale. Hindi and Punjabi speaking 
areas were clearly demcreated and were recognised as separate lingui¬ 
stic regions without affecting the administrative boundaries of Punjab, 
Punjabi as well as Hindi were accorded official stains upto district 
level. Both the languages were introduced as media of instruction 
in schools* colleges and universities at the option of students. Hindi 
speaking candidate had to study Punjabi as a second language upto 
mitrlc level while Punjabi speaking pupil had to study Hindi as a 
second language upto the same level- Regional committees consist' 
ing of legislators from respective areas were formed to supervise 
and help in the running of regional scheme. But this too was not a 
fool-proof solution It did not work properly m it was only a half¬ 
way measure. Consequently in each region (excepting district 
Kangra) demand for a separate State based on linguistic basis 
mounted up. The situation took such a serious turn that in major 
cities language riots hroke up in ihe early months of 1966 inspite of 
the fact that Government of India had already set up a Parlimcn- 
tary Committee under the chairmanship of S + Hukum Singh the 
then Lok Sabhu Speaker to study the question of the demand for a 
separate Punjabi speaking State, The Government which had 
already shown its good intentions properly and timely dealt with 
the Language riots which had taken the ugly shape or communal 
riots. S Hukam Singh Committee submitted a report recommending 
the creation of a Punjabi speaking slate and proposing the forma¬ 
tion of Haryana Pram as well. 

The Government of India accepted the said report in March 
1966 and set up a three man boundary commission under the 
Chairmanship of Justice Shah of the Supreme Court. The Commis¬ 
sion recommended to carve out the Hindi speaking areas out of 
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fisting Punjab anJ constitute it as Haryana bul the Hindi speaking 
mountainous areas of the erstwhile Punjab were recommended to lie 
merged with the adjoining hilly Union Territory of Himachal Pra¬ 
desh. The remaining Punjabi speaking area was to constitute 
Punjab. But there arose a controversy on one of the recommends 
tions of the Commission, By a majority decision the Commission 
recommended that whole of the Kharar tehail including the newly 
built city of Chandigarh should form part of Haryana State. But 
this was not acceptable to the reconstituted Punjab State, To solve 
this issue Government of India framed out a via media. The Kharar 
tehsil was included in Punjab and Chandigarh was made a Union 
Territory where both the provincial governments could have the>r 
capitals. Consequent upon this decision Lhc new states which were 
scheduled to be inaugurated on Mahatma Gandhi's birthday in 
1966, however, came into being on 1 November 1966. But Afcali 
Leadership which had been insisting oa the Inclusion or Chandigarh 
in Punjab, revived its demand after sometime on the plea that 
Chandigarh had been built a* Capital of Punjab. Late Sant Fateh 
Singh started a hunger strike with a threat of self immolation if his 
demands were not met by 26 January 1970. In those crucial days 
former Prime Minister of India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi played a major 
role in dissolving the tangle. She bad detailed discussions with the 
emissaries and leaders of both the states. She announced her deci¬ 
sion, popularly known as her award, on 26 Jam 1970 and the same 
was accepted by both the State Governments. According to that 
award Chandigarh is to be included in Punjab whearas Abohar and 
Fazilltn areas are to be merged with Haryana. The State oF Haryana 
was guaranteed an assistance of Rs. 20 crore (R«, 10 crore as grant 
and Rs 10 crore as !oan| for the construction of capital l he award 
had to be implemented after the expiry of five years. Five >cars 
have passed and the decision is yet to be implemented The Govern¬ 
ment of India have amply made it clear that while it stands by its 
decision, it will welcome any decision acceptable to both stales and 
arrived at jointly by both the states. Now since in both the stoics 
Congress governments are in office and arc working hard for the 
economic prosperity of the states they have little time for reviving 
old squabbles# This is very much In the interest of a common man 
who is interested in his welfare and not in the fact that who governs 
him and from where? In the present atmosphere of the country 
where many long standing disputes like the ones relating to the 
sharing of river waters have been solved almost to the utmost satis¬ 
faction of all the concerned parties it h hoped that this issue would 
also be solved amicably* 

The new state of Haryana which came into being on J Novem- 
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ber 1966 saw lot of instabtl ity on the political front in its imho! 
years. Though poor in basic resources the Central Government 
desired ihal this newly carded out, geographically homogeneous 
unit should march on the way to rapid progress. But the hopes of 
the national leadership seemed lo he Toiled by the lot of horse 
trading that this state witnessed during the first one and a half 
years. D ha swat Dayal Sharma became Hie first Chief Minister of 
Haryana. Till the general elections in February 1967 he continued 
in office but this government was a hojst: divided against itself. The 
plethora of opportunism, personal jealousies, political immorality 
and defections made a mockery of the democratic system of govern¬ 
ment. After the election Bhagwat Dayal Sharma again went into 
the saddle but only for thirteen days. The Vishal Haryana leader 
Rao Birendru Singh toppled Sharma ministry with defections. 
Rao gave an eye catching slogan of having a Vishal Haryana. i.e. r 
Greater Haryana by making a demand ta include the adjoining 
areas of Rajasthan and Agra and Meerut divisions of Uttar Pradesh. 
But he also fell prey to the game of horse trading which he had 
initiated earlier. Under the shadows of horse trading there could 
only be misrule, and not rule. This was quite djtrim;ntal to the 
infant -date But Haryana was very fortunate in having a Governor 
in [he person ol Late' Shri BirenJra Nurayan Chakravarty an 
experienced Civil servant cum diplomat of repute. Keeping in view 
the highest traditions oT impartial administration he studied the 
situation in depth and recommended the promulgation of President’s 
rule and also recommended the dissolution of state assembly. He 
was detested with the state of affairs prevailing then in Haryana. 
Within eight months after the general elections of 1967,4-lout 
of SI legislators defected. The saddest part was that many defec¬ 
tors did not stay long even in the new party. Anya Ham (incoming 
member) became Gaya Ham (outgoing member) in no time. One 
legislator defected five limes, two four times, three thrice, four two 
times and 3d once. 

The mide-term polls to Hary ana Assembly were held on 12-14 
May 19fift Congress won a clearcut majority in a house with 81 
members. Many persons were in the field to take reins uf the 
government in their hands. The Congress High Command which 
was already sad with the last experience wanted to have a clean 
start. It only asked the legislators to elect a leader from the 
elected members and particularly a non-controversial person. On 
the advice of Shri Gulzari Lai Nanda and Shri Bnagwat Dayai 
Sharma the ch vice of legislators fell on untried politician, a Bhiwani 
lawyer. Chaudhri Bansi Lai. 

Chaudhari Bansi Lai was considered to be a very strong Chief 
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Minister and he was ranked with Late S. Parlap Singh Kairon 
in his push and drive as a Chief Minister, He was Quite uncompro¬ 
mising on issues of national interest. He steered the young 
state of Maryana on a road to revival, reconstruct ion and pros¬ 
perity. ft is popularly known that Chaudhari Bansi Lai worked 
day and night for the uplift or Haryanvjj. Tnspitc of the criticism 
which he faced m and outside the Legislative assembly the 
credit goes to him for such a speedy development ul Haryana, 
Although many excesses arc alleged to have been committed by Ch¬ 
audhari Bansi Lai, yet the tempo of development witnessed during 
his time in Haryana has remained uti parallel so far. As far as the 
rate of economic growth is concerned no state in India has sur¬ 
passed or even matched Haryana. Haryana is just ten years old 
but the progress shown by this state during one decade has not 
been seen in other states some of which are about three decades 
old. Haryana which was a defecit state on its fcirth has emerged 
to be a surplus state today. The countryside in Haryana is conti¬ 
nuously humming with agricultural operations, industrial activity, 
tourist spots, wide metalled roads, lilt irrigation schemes, tube wells, 
electricity, crowded educational institutions, largely attended health 
and family planning centres, etc., The credit for all this multi-faced 
development goes to Ch. Butisi Lai. But it seems that the power he 
wedded and popularity he Won went to his head. A stage came 
when he turned ear to sane advice and shielded the guilty persons 
including his own son. The Rcwusa Case and excesses in family 
planning drive committed at his and his son's instance to| d heavily 
on his political career Once a strongman of Haryana lost ihe faith 
of people in his own constituency which he had been nursing. And 
he lost to his former cabinet colleague, Mrs. Chandmvati, whom 
he had dismissed from the cabinet for no I null of hers. This shows 
that the Indian masses and particularly the rural masses have poli¬ 
tically become wide awake. At present the reins of the govern men i 
are to the hands of a sober looking but strictly disciplinarian and 
illustrious statesman Shn Batumi Das Gupta a dose associate of 
Ch. Bansi Lai. Shri Gupta is streneously working to complete the 
project* left unfinished. Shri Banarsi Das Gupta, it is believed will 
nut lack behind his friend, philosopher and guide Ch. Bansi laj m 
the development of the state and would work zcalcusly to make 
Haryana lead in many fields. 


CHATTER 


2 


Physica l En viron m en t 


With an area of 44,222 square kilometres the new and young state 
of Haryana is located in the northern part of India, On its east is 
situated the most populous state of Uttar Pradesh while in its 
north-east is found the orchard state of Himachal Pradesh. Punjab 
the state of adventurist farmers and toiling workers is located in 
the north-west of Haryana. Rajasthan with its rich cultural heritage 
and history replete with most heroic deeds bounds the State of 
Haryana on south and south-west. Geographically the boundaries of 
Haryana am found in river Ghaggar in south-west, Shiwalik hills 
in north-east, river Yamuna in east and Aravali Hills in south and 
1 har desert in south-west. 

Relief 

Greater part of Haryana forms the part of Indo-Gangetic plain 
of the sub-continent, Geographers now demarcate Haryana as 
'Haryana tract* as a sub-division of Punjab plains. With the excep¬ 
tion of outer Shiwalik ranges in Ambala district (north-east) and 
Aravali ranges in Mabendragarh and Gurgaon districts (south) the 
entire Haryana is a broad level plain located nearly on the water- 
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shed separating two drainage systems. 

Geologically speaking much of the tract dates to recent geolo¬ 
gical history. It was towards the last era of geological history that 
silting action of the streams over a wide area gave birth to this 
almost a featureless plain. Although no major physiographic pro¬ 
minences are found on this plain yet it may bo termed as an undul¬ 
ating plain. “The enisling or former courses of the streams provide 
somewhat lower areas which are interspersed by the interfluvial re¬ 
gions of slightly higher elevations which are termed locally as 
Hangar, Dhaia, or tfardak. At places sand dunes and sand ridges 
occur In these interfluvial zones.*T South-western part of the state 
is sand swept and also unproductive tract. The shifting sand dunes 
and sand storms have played havoc with this region. The southern 
parts of Hissar and Bhiwani districts are characterised by shifting 
sard dunes with interruptions of either firmer or loamy bottoms at 
many places. 1 his sand swept tract is termed as Bn gar in the local 
usage. This treeless rolling desert is the most backward area of the 
state. Huge amounts of sand blown by the wind are piled up several 
metres (6 lo 7 m.) above the local low lying flats termed as taU. 
The monotony of this arid topography is broken by rocky projec¬ 
tions only. A “Green Belt’is being created here to check the advance 
of Thar desert in Haryana, Water is quite scarce and brackish here 
and even the drinking water has to be transported over long 
distances. 

The plain area is further sub-divided into two parts. Those 
parts of the plain which are even now flooded during rainy season and 
are covered with newer alluvium every year arc termed as Khadar. 
The Khadar or Yamuna is quite significant a part which lies in 
between the present watercourse of the river and old high Hunk of 
the abandoned course. Khadar region is quite narrow in Ambala 
district but attains a width of about 16 km, in Karral district. 
Again having a broad zone in the Gurgaon district it narrows down 
quickly id the south, The area which used to be once flooded by 
streams, but now because of the rivers having shifted their courses 
lies away from flood courses, is termed as Hangar, The latter areas 
show comparatively higher elevations above mean sea level. It 
is the Khadar and Hangar tract of Haryana that is of vital economic 
importance for this state since it supports a dense population of the 
province by way of its, agriculture. 

The sub-moun tar cons part of Ambala district consists cTSbiw- 
atik ranges which are of recent origin. The geologists are of the 

1 (auhari. AS., ■Punjab Plain 1 in indin (Ed, R J . Singh], NGSI, Varanasi, 

1971, p. B7. 
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opinion that Shlwaliks were formed in the Upper Tertiary lira as a 
result of alluvia] detritus brought down from the Himalayan ranges 
by rivers and streams and deposited at the foot of Himalaya. “These 
have been involved in the latest Himalayan systems of upheaval by 
which they have been folded and elevated into their outermost foot 
hills* The folding of Siwalik sediments has imparted to them high 
dips and some degree of induration both of which are of course 
absent from ths recent alluvial deposits of the plain/'" From the 
geological analysis or the sediments that are found in the Shiwalik 
ranges it is dear LhaL consequent upon the uplift of mountains the 
streams got rejuvenated and eroded the granitic core of Himalaya 
with greater vigour. Henc* the sediments found in these outer hilts 
have been derived Trout the granitic core of the loftiest mountain- 
system of the ivorl J. 4 -The Siwiliks are made, for the most part, of 
1 barely coherent sand rock, with occasional clays, gravels and con¬ 
glomerated an ideal formation for gullying." 2 3 These hills as badly 
eroded by monsoon hill torrents pose an area rampant with water 
erosion. The streams depositing th- material at the foot of these 
hills give birth to piedm mt plain* locally called as Gfmr m This 
stretch besides being undulating aho consists of sands and gravels. 

In contrast to the newly formed hills in the north east of the 
stale the outliers of Aravalis I Delhi System) belonging to very anci¬ 
ent period probably to lower CuJdapah period are found in the 
southern parts of the state. Much disturbance was caused here due 
to focal mountain building process. Large bodies of granites and 
amphibolites now found intruded in this system have been the result 
of local mountain building process. 

In the sub-mo unUneous tract of Ambala district Morni and 
Tipra hills are found. In this font hill zone the lulls located in 
south arc lower while northern part constitutes two ridges of much 
higher hills lying in south east to north west direction with many 
spurs branching in different directions These foot hills form a 
connect mg link between the Haryana plain and Himalaya. The 
higher ridges of Monti and Tipra are separated by Ghaggftr valley 
and form the part of Outer Himalaya. The highest point is reached 
in Karnh peak < 1499 metres) on the Nahan border. The southern 
slopes of these foot hills have been badly eroded by the fust 
flowing hill torrents. As a result these hill torrents popularly 
known as elutes in local usage have deposited lot of coarse sand 
at the foot of these hills. 


2 Wad la, P.N.. Geolow */ M***- London, 193^. p. W, 

3 Spaic^O TLK- and Leaim^ulh^ A.T.A., India md Pt>klstm 9 London, 1967 

p. 515 
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In the extreme south of the state Aravnli hills are found in 
the districts of Mahan dragarh and Gurgaon. Once lofty mountains 
the Arimlis have been worn down by water and wind erosion 
over the centuries * Here in Haryana they are low, isolated and 
arid hillocks that seldom rise above 600 metres in height above 
mean sea level. “Besides Gurgaon, elsewhere in Mahcndragarh 
and Bhiwani districts these are scattered rocky outcrops and stand 
out distinctly against the level horizon above the sandy swelling 
waves. These rock protuberances, are one of the oldest mountain 
systems of the world, still retaining some relief. These bare, bold, 
rounded formations present a curiously wind worn topography 
which illustrate' the phenomenon of desert erosion. Equally appa¬ 
rent is the abundance of debris produced by isolation, and the 
disintegration of the bare surface by desquamation.''4 There are 
few gaps containing depressions in these low detached ranges. 
These gaps lie in a S.S.W to N.N.E direction and have better 
water facilities. These gaps also provide easy routes between Delhi- 
Haryana tract and Rajasthan. The reversal of slope results in a 
variety of relief features in this region. Intensely eroded in the 
course of their long geological history the Aravalis now appear as 
four widely separated rows of isolated hill ranges. The highest 
among these but showing utter discontinuity is found in the west. 
The highest point in this scries is found (652 metres) in the west 
of Narnaul town. Second series with a continuity, bit cast of the 
tirst range terminates at Delhi. In between these two series there * 
arc low, broken and detached hills around Rewan and Bawal 
towns. There are numerous hillocks found in the south and west 
of Rewari. Such detached hillocks are also found in the north- 
cast of Rewari. north-west of Nuh and eastern part of Firozpur 
Ihirka tehsil. In the extreme right a narrow range with compara¬ 
tively higher elevation and continuity is found. As it moves from 
south to north it undergoes a change in its characteristics, It be¬ 
comes broken and practically loses its identity in the alluvium of 
eastern Gurgaon plain. 

In between these Aravali ranges there are found some of the 
gaps the notable among which are Firozpur Jhirka—Nuh gap, Sohna 
gap; Sahibi gap nnd Krishnawati—Dohan gap or Narnaul gap. 
These gaps seem to diverge out from Delhi providing different 
routes from Delhi lo western and central India. Since times imme¬ 
morial these gnps have been used by caravans and as routes by the 
invading armies. Later on roads were built through these gaps 


4 Singh, iaibir, An Agricultural Geography of Haryana. Kurukshctm 
1 ». 40 . 
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and ultimately the railway tracks were laid out through these 
gap*. The Ssthsbi gap is prominent among all these gap;. The 
Rewari Railway Junction is located an tfais gap. The towns of 
Namaul, Ntih and Firnzpur Jhifka came up in these gaps to 
provide facilities of night halts to trade caravans. In the north of 
Aravdis the tract is traversed by many sand ridges running 
north-south. 

From the above descripl ion it is apparent that the Shiwalilc 
ranges render a slope towards south and south-west whereas the 
Aravatis provide a gradient towards north. But in eastern Gurgaon 
the area slopes towards south and south-east, North of Delhi, 
practically throughout,, the old high bank of the Yamuna topo¬ 
graphy forms the summit level of the plain. In the southern part 
of the plains a hand of minimum elevation runs roughly east-west 
where the alluvial deposits from the AravaSis meet those of the 
Himalaya. These topographical differences as found in the north 
and south have given birth to a depression between Delhi ridge 
and Robtak sandy ridge which constitutes detached hillocks. The 
old town of Rohtak (ftd htasgarh) is situated on this ridge. The 
settlement of the new town of Rohlak on a lower p bin itself 
explains the cause of flood menacing the present town of RoMak. 
On the whole about 68 percent of the total land of the state has 
gentle slope* Only about 4.6 percent area of the state has compa¬ 
ratively steep slope. This area with steep slope is located in the 
hills of north east and rocky projections of south. The local re¬ 
lief over the rest of the plain tract is quite insignificant and there 
only old banks and abandoned courses of the streams provide 
unevenness ‘‘On the whole, the gentle gradient makes movement 
of surface water sluggish. During the periods of monsoon rainfall 
soil salts ate washed down towards the ground water; in the hot 
and dry season extensive evaporation lakes place resulting in capi¬ 
llary action; on reaching the surface these salt solutions evaporate 
and the salts crystalisc as a white incrustation on the surface looking 
like a skin disease," 3 Such incrustations are known as Kaftar and 
rc/i. Vast areas with such infestations are found in the low lying 
areas of JtarnaL Kurukshetta, Sonepat, Rohtak and Jind districts. 
As the state of Punjab consists of A fajha, \Falwa, and Doah 
similarly the slate of Haryana also consists of three m re or [css 
geographic units. These arc Kurukjhefra 9 Flarvann and Bhatiftitia, 
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Kur uksheira 

The area lying between 28* 30' northern latitude and 3ti c- N. 
latitude and between 76 fl 2G' eastern and 77 D eastern longitudes 
is Kurukshctra. It mostly consists of the areas of old Karnal 
district and Jind Stale. The first account of this region is available 
in Mahabharala according to which the tract lying between 
Saras wati and Drishdwali (currently Chautang) rivers has been 
called Kurukshctra, Including these two streams* this area was 
drained by nine streams in ancient past. On the banks of these 
streams there were green forests in which ancient Aryan sages 
meditated. This area in a way stretches from iter in the north (the 
confluence ofSaraswati and Ghaggar) to Thanrsar and Safidon in 
south to Rarnrai via Sinkh. 

Haryana 

The area of the state which mostly lies in between the latitudes 
of 29 D W and 30* north is geographically real and proper Har¬ 
yana, Hansi. Falehabad* Hissar tehsils and Bhiwani district, pari5 
of Rohtalc district and some southern pans of former J[nd and 
Patiala states constitute 'Haryana*. The Yamuna belt in its east, 
Ghaggar valley in nnrlh west, Bagar tract in West* south west and 
south, and Kurukshctra in the north form the boundaries of 
Haryana. With an urea of about 5,000 square kilometres *tbc 
Haryana' resembles a disfigured oval in shape the longer axis of 
which lies in north-west to south-east direction* Because of the 
over-whdming population of Jats in this region, it has been called 
as J&Vmt or Jotaii* 

If ha Minn a 

The nr a lying west of Fatehabad and BhatEU is known as 
Bhartiana after the name of Bhatti Rajputs (later on most of 
them rmbtflced Islam) who once dominated the scene here. The 
composite unit of Bhattiana consists of the area of Ghaggar 
Valley lying between Fetehahad and Hhnincr in Bikaner and the 
dry area lying to the north west of Ghaggar continuing upto the 
old course oflhe SiMluj. But in present Haryana only a part of 
Bhattmna is included which spreads over the Sirsa district and 
some parts in western Hissar, 


32 Haryana 


Drainage 

Haryana, as is evidenced from the archaeological finds! old 
abandoned channels and historical records* was land of many river?, 
streams and rivulets and it was because of the existence of these 
water bodies that Haryana was known as greenery and granary in 
the past. At present only perennial river flowing not exactly through 
Haryana but along its eastern border is Yamuna and the state bene¬ 
fits a lot from this stream which is the second sacred stream of 
Hindus after Ganga. Ghaggnr, Markanda. Saraswati. Sahibi, Indork 
Rakship Dohan and Kasauli are other notable streams of Haryana. 
These streams are seasonal and look like streaks of water only dur¬ 
ing summer and very oFten become formidable bodies of water 
during rainy season* Since many of the streams have broad sand 
courses and go below surface this entire tract is a region of inland 
drainage. 

Yamuna 

In Vedic literature river Yamuna is refered to as fCoIlndl or 
Kafifld-Xattya. Tt was named as such because of si? source lying in 
Kalindgiri area lying between the upp:r courses of Ganga and 
Satluj. The famous Sanskrit bard Van Rhatt called it Kalindi beca¬ 
use of the apparently black water (Kala pani) flowing in it. 

The source of Yamuna is the hot water spring located about 
13 kilometres west or 20,731 feet (about 6.910 mctiesj high Bandar 
Poonchh peak in Tehri-Garhwal It Rows there by the side of Jam- 
nolri where hot and cold waters come together. Jamnom is a pilgri¬ 
mage centre where people take bath in the pool that forms with the 
mismg of hot and co[d water at the foot of Bandar Poonch peak. 
Legend goes that Ramayana famed warrior Shri Hauuman after 
burning Ravana's Lanka Hew to this area and dipped his burning 
tail to extinguish the fire. Bandar Poonchh peak is also called as 
Kidindgiri. Passing ihrough Shiwaliks the Yamuna touche? the bo¬ 
undaries of the old slate of Sirmur, now a district of Himachal Pra¬ 
desh. The Tons meets the Yamuna just south of Kalsi, a constituent 
of the erstwhile PEPSU. About 20km, south west of this confluence 
is situated Paonta on the bank of Yamuna, Foonta is the piece where 
lenth Sikh Gum, Gobind Singh hod a tactful sojourn against 
Aurangzeb He had to light a couple of bloodiest battles here 
against the hill rulers who opposed him in his bid to defy the 
Mughal Emperor. Below Paonta Giri and Asan streams join The 
Yamuna. From this place the river follows a southern course and 
works as a boundary between Uttar Pradesh and Haryana. About 
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20 km. south of Paonta are located Tajewala and Khare wherefrom 
western and eastern Yamuna canals have been taken out. The west¬ 
ern Yamuna canal irrigates a targe acreage in the districts of Kar- 
nal, Kumksheira, Rohtak and Hissar. In the south of Delhi Yamuna 
ieaves the Haryana boundary at Hossanpur (Gurgaon) and compte- 
tely becomes a river of Uttar Pradesh. 

Saras* at I 

Saraswatl finds a wide mention in Rigveda, Dri*hdwati is also 
mentioned in Vedie literature along with Saraswati. The Daah tying 
between these two streams has been called Brakmvarta by Manu. 
The Aryans bulk their first permanent settlements in Brahmvarta 
and they expanded out from this very tract. Brahmvaria slowly and 
gradually came to be known as Kurukshctra, Saraswati and Prists 
dwati flowed independantly of other streams flowing in Sapt 
Sindhu. 

Its source lies in a depression atKalawar, north oFMustafabad 
inJagadhri tehsil ofAmbala district. This depress ion receives waters 
that are drained out of Sirmur-Shiwalifcs. It readies the plain tract 
of Adb-Badri and thereafter it is lost in sands after traversing a dis¬ 
tance of few kilometres. Tl reappears about 5 km, south of Bhawam- 
pur. It is again lost in sands near Bal-Chhapar and again reappears 
to proceed further in a south-west direction to reach Pchowa while 
passing near Pipti and Thanesar. Fehowa is a renowned centre of 
pilgrimage since andent times. Near Pchowa the Markanda meets 
the Saraswati from north-east. Now one stream under the name of 
Saraswali hows. Its confluence with Qbaggar takes place about 1.3 
km. north of Segra. In ancient times the confluence used to take 
place about 13 km- further to south-west. Now the combined waters 
flow under the name of Ghaggar stream which flows south of 
Jakha], north of Sirsa and reaches Hanumangurh (ancient name 
Bhatner) and finally loses iis existence in sand dominated desert. 

Ancient writers when wrote about Saraswati, ihey talked about 
the combined waters of Saras Wat i and Gh agger "If the possibility 
of this is grunted, the failure in the water supply is easily accounted 
For by the greater volume of water now drawn off for irrigation and 
by the silting up of the river beds, caused by dams south of Ambala 
to direct the water over to the fields,"* It is not possible to believe 
that the source oT water has permanently decreased. Lvcn at present 
if Ghaggar and its tributaries arc left to themselves they will receive 
the entire drainage of Himalaya lying between Satlaj and Yamuna. 


6 Vcrma, D,C « Op. c(f . r p 4 
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This water would be quite sufficient to make this stream perennial 
for considerable distance. “At the present time, in parts or the 
course of the various streams every village has dams which, how¬ 
ever small individually, carry off in aggregate an enormous volume 
of water quite sufficient to affect the lower flow of the stream. Nor 
is this the only result of the system of damming the water for the 
purpose of irrigation. Not only is the water drawn off, but the flow 
of water which escapes is impeded. This leads to increased absorp¬ 
tion in the soil and increased deposit of the silt and thus, year by 
year, the power of stream to sweep away obstacles becomes less, 
while the obstacles themselves become more formidable," 7 The bed 
of this river is well defined only in district Ambala. There js suffi¬ 
cient water for three to four rainy months and it is dry during the 
rest of the year, water standing only in little pools which have been 
turned into sacred bathing centres. 

Drishdwati 

Once a famous stream in the ancient Vcdie and Sanskrit litera¬ 
ture it has now completely gone to oblivion. Now it is difficult to 
say with certainty as to where it flows now and by which names it 
is known in different parts. Some people feel that Ghaggar itself is 
Drishdwati while others name Rakshi flowing south-east of Thanesar 
as Drishdwati. Most of the scholars, however, call the present 
Chautang as Drishdwati. Drishdwati takes its course in the north¬ 
west of Chhachhrauli, a bit south of Saraswati's source. The Chau¬ 
tang is lost in sand near Bal Chhupar but reappears at some dis¬ 
tance wherefrom it follows a south-west course in between the 
Yamuna and Saraswati. The stream meets the western Yamuna 
canal beyond Taraori. It is said that the old course of Chautang 
has been converted into one of the branches of western Yamuna 
canal taken out from Indri. In ancient times the present Chautang, 
i.e, Drishdwati used to meet Ghaggar a few kilometres south of 
Bhatncr, i.e.. present Hanumangarh. 

Ghaggar 

Coming out of the Sirmur hills the Ghaggar flows towards 
north-west. Thereafter it takes a southern trend and then again goes 
to north-west. South of Kadpur it goes to Chandi in the west, there 
from goes to south-west and passes through Chhat and Ambala 
to reach Arnault. Beyond, Ghaggar follows a south westerly course 


7 Ibid., p, 4-5. 
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and meets the Saraswati a bit north of Segra. In ancient times the 
Ghaggar-Saraswati confluence was about 13 km, south-west of the 
present one. The old course of Ghaggar can still be traced in the 
formofaefio west of present course. Nearly 4 km. souih of 
Fatehabad the Gbaggat Rows towards Sirsa in the west and there¬ 
from it goes to Bhatner (present Hanuniangarh) and is lost in de¬ 
sert. Beyond p Ghaggar is traced in the dry bed of Hakrn, "From 
the appearance of the Ghaggat valley and the numerous remains of 
towns and villages which stud its banks all the way down to Bbawal- 
pur, it is evident that at one time it conveyed a much larger volume 
of water than at present and probably was the channel of a peren¬ 
nial stream.* 1 ® 

Mark and a 

Markanda was known m Aruna in ancient times. Its source 
lies in the Sirmur Shiwaliks, Following a south-west course it enters 
the Ambak district near Kah Amb. In the north of Sberpur village 
an eastern rivulet Nakti joins the Markanda. Then it reaches Shah- 
bad popularly known as Shahbad Markanda because of its location 
on the bank of Markanda, Because of heavy floods caused by it 
along with huge deposits of silt, Markanda distinguishes itself from 
other streams of Haryana. Beyond Shahbad p Markanda follows 
3 more southerly course and meets the Snrnswaii nearly 5 km* south 
of Pehowa- The Markauda-Saraswati confluence is also known as 
Anm Sartgam and the Arun village there reminds till this day the 
ancient name of this stream. The confluence takes place through 
Stirusa Jheet there. 

Sahibi and Indori are two important streams of Mcwut which 
contrary to the above narrated streams flow from south to north. 
Sahibi nadi comes out of the Mcwat hills near Jitgarh and Manohar- 
pur in Rajasthan. Following AI war boundary and then eroding 
Alwar near Shahjahsnpur the stream enters Rewari tehsil near K.ot- 
qasim. Passing through Pataudi and Jhajjar areas it branches into 
two rivulets at the village of Kutani in Rohtafc and reunites near 
SondhL Traversing through the Delhi Union Territory the United 
Stream falls into Yamuna by way of a channel. 

Imfori has its source in the Mewat hills near the old fort of 
Indore. Near the town of Nuh it is divided into two branches. The 
main branch rails into Sahibi nadi on the southern boundary of 
Rewari tehsiL The other branch collects waters from many other 
rivulets and spreads over the plain tract near Bhora, Fin ally this 
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branch also joins Saltibi nadi near Pataudi 


Climate 

With pronounced continental character the climate of Haryana 
is of semi-arid monsoon type. Being far removed from the seas and 
nearness to the sub-tropical dry intercontinental air mass of Thar 
Desert, the state fails to get the full benefit of both the monsoon cur¬ 
rents. Deficiency of rainfall over a wide area, high summer temper¬ 
atures and high rate nf evaporation and markedly cold winters are 
the chief characteristics of climate in Ha ryana, This way the climate 
of the state is transitional between the moderately humid dimate of 
Ganga plain and arid desert type of climate of Rajasthan* Usual 
three seasons of winter, summer and rainy season are experienced 
in Haryana also. Extremely high temperatures in summer and con¬ 
siderably low temperatures in winter are recorded in major part of 
the state. Considerable differences in weather not only from season 
to season but from year to year arc observed, which though have 
been playing havoc with agriculture yet have produced a hardy 
people with robust physique who can undergo all sorts of hard¬ 
ships. 

The average annual temperature in Haryana ranges from 
about 23 e C in Ambala to 27 a Cin southern Haryana, On the entire 
region highest average temperatures in May and June arc recorded 
round about 40 C. The highest maximum temperatures in the close 
vicinity of Thar desert have been recorded to the tune of 47 *G. 
Large temperature ranges are observed in Haryana mainly because 
of extreme contmentality and prevailing airmasses with different 
characteristics* In the month of April hot winds start blowing from 
the west which assume Jessica ting and scorching character in May. 
Throughout the months of May and June these hot dry winds keep 
people indoors for the major part of the day. In local usage this 
wind is known as /o#. The /eo las is till the unset of monsoons. 
Another unpleasant feature of the climate of Haryana is the dust-* 
storms which are very frequent before the break of monsoon rains. 
Sometimes light showers follow these storms and render much 
awaited relief. In areas with large deposits of sand nights are plea¬ 
sant and cool during summers. 

Although temperature conditions are more or less uniform in 
Use state but the rainfall conditions widely vary. The amount of 
total rainfall received decreases from north-east to south and south¬ 
west, The maximum amount of rainfall (215 cm.) is received in the 
sub-mountancous area whearas minimum rainfall is recorded in the 
southern and south-western parts (Hibisar and Sirsa 18.93 cm,) of 
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the state. More than W percent of the annual rainfall is received 
during the rainy months of July, August and September. The Bay 
of Bengal current of monsoons alter striking against the eastern 
Himalaya are d rested by the Ganga valley towards north-western 
India As they move away from their marine source the amount of 
wafer vapour decreases in them and so is the ease with resultant pre¬ 
cipitation. By the time these winds reach Haryana they have shed 
most of their moisture The moisture is so meagre that only a suffi¬ 
ciently higher uplift can result in good rainfall. Hence the sub-moun- 
laneous areas receive higher amount of rainfall than the plain tract. 
On the other hand the Arabian sea monsoons are not allowed to 
rise higher in skies because of the prevalance of an Inter Continen¬ 
tal Dry Air (high pressure) mass over Rajasthan. Whenever this air 
mass recedes temporarily either vertically or horizontally the mois¬ 
ture hearing winds succeed in rising higher and give a good amount 
of rainfall. Sometimes a copious amount of rainfall is caused during 
a short period. But it is occasional. The summer rains come in 
heavy down pours and result in heavy soil erosion besides a rapid 
run off by way of rivulets and streams. During rainy season though 
temperatures are not as high as in May-June yet the high humidity 
sometimes makes the conditions quite uncomfortable and oppres¬ 
sive. The weather preceding a rainfall is particularly exacting. On 
the whole rainfall over most of Haryana is unreliable,. aberrant, 
meagre and often trauant. 

The onset of winters is marked by steadily falling temperatures 
in the month of October. The average temperatures over the entire 
region from November to February arc blow 20 C* January is the 
coldest month when temperature ranges from ID to M As a 
result of cold wave in this month the temperature occasionally falls 
below freezing point (Hissaij — 3-^C on January 31, 1929) and the 
resultant frost damages the crops. ls The incidence of frost is parti¬ 
cularly important during rabi cropping, though very rarely arresting 
the growth of standing crops during the months of January and 
early February. Frosts, are seldom sufficiently severe to damage 
winter cereal and oil seed crops, but delicate vegetable crops, like 
potatoes, arc destroyed sometimesi fortunately, this happens very 
early/* Q During winter months the temperate cyclones originating 
in west seas (popularly known as western disturbances) muse a small 
amount of rainfall which because of prolonged and drizzle from 
at a time when it is needed most* proves highly beneficial to rabi 
crops. January is very often the rainiest winter month and Haryana 
because of Us western location in Indian union gels comparatively 
higher winter rainfall than eastern parts of India* By March the 
10 Singh, Jasbir, op. at. f p- 46 
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temperatures during day time record a rise of about 5' C though 
the nights continue to be cool. The rapid rise continues upto May 
when the nights also become warmer to hot. 

Solis 

The sub-mountaueous area is generally hilly in nature. Soil 
cover over the hills is very thin. Instead friable beds of unconsoli¬ 
dated sand stone pebbles, conglomerate and day are found on the 
slopes of hills. Only strips and terraces of valleys contain alluvial 
soil covers. Boulders are, however, strewn all over the hills. At the 
foot of these hills the hill torrents have deposited large deposits of 
coarse sand and gravel. These sandy and shingly soils are covered 
with thorny bushes and scrubs. The flood plains of the Yamuna 
and Ghiiggar are known as KhaUar in local usage. Khad&r tracts 
are covered with alluvium of recent age and the alluvium brought 
by these rivers and their tributaries is being continuously deposited 
every year. This way the alluvial soils are renewed every year which 
require less of manuring comparatively. These alluvial soils consist 
of sand and silt. The amount of silt increases in the down courses 
of the stream while sand dominates in the upper courses. Along the 
abandoned courses of the Yamuna, Chaggiir, Saraswati and other 
streams old alluvium is found. The old alluvium is largely calcareous 
and contains besides sand, day and silt massive concentration of 
Kattkars at depths of 0.75 1.75 m. These soils are deficient in 
nitrogen, phosphorus and potash “In the Noli tracts of Kama! 
formed by the overflow of the Ghaggar stream the land on either 
banks has been transformed into hard clay which yields little to the 
peasant without heavy floods." 10 

In the southern and south-eastern (Angar)tracts the wind blown 
sand accumulates in the form of sand dunes. These sand hills at 
many places are sufficiently long and high. The shifting sand dunes 
are interrupted by firmer and loamy bottoms at some places. The 
exceptions are called tab in Local language and arc useful for culti¬ 
vation. Originating from desert quartz these soils consist or sand 
grains and have a low moisture retaining capacity. A high content 
of salt is found in these soils. Hence these suit the cultivation of 
inferior and coarse grains. Wherever the soils are dominated by 
sandy loams they become moisture retaining soils and favourably 
react to dry farming methods. Such soils found in Fatchabad, Hissar, 
Hhawani Khera and Bhiwam tracts have started yielding good re¬ 
sults on being irrigated. In the district ofSirsaa tract of reddish 


]0 Jautiari, A.S., op. eit„ p. S3. 
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loam known as Rofn\ locally is found to The west of bagar* The 
Rvfoi soils consist of ideal proportions of day, silt and sand but 
suffer from seepage. However, with the application of irrigation 
these soils give higher yields of crops. On the whole without artifi¬ 
cial use of water in this area with scanty rainfall these sandy soils 
deficient in nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium are as arid and 
unproductive as in the Thar desert. 

Ground Water 

In the Shiwaliks of Haryana the ground water table is quite 
deep. Over the rest of the region the ground wafer table rises as one 
moves from south and south-west to north and east. In ilie districts 
orMahendragarh, Bhiwani* Hissar. Jiudand Sim the sub-soil water 
is deep seated and is generally (bund at a depth of more than ten 
metres except in the I Jansi depression and Ghaggar bed- The grea¬ 
test depth* range 40 to 50 nx Jn the districts of Am bah, Kama!, 
Kurukshetra, Son e pat and Rohfak the water table is often found at 
an average depth of 3 m. though it never exceeds a depth of nine 
metres. 

Fauna and Flora 

The flora in the plain tract of Haryana resembles that of the 
sand parched dry areas of Middle Fast, Inthe submountaneous area 
lying in the north-east of the slate* Tropical Forests and Northern 
Tropical Thorny Dry Deciduous forests are found in mixed Form. 
In this bell pine especially the *lower Shiwalik pine* is found mixed 
with scrubs and thorny species of trees. 

The natural vegetation over plain tract is Tropical Thom Forest 
in areas getting annual rainfall from 20 cm to 40 cm. In areas 
where rainfall sufficiently exceeds 40 cm Tropical Dry Deciduous 
Forests are found. Among Dry Tropical Deciduous Forests, Kikar 
(Acacia Atabiea) dominates in northern parts* and Shi sham (Dab 
bera Latifolia) dominates in southern parts. The shrub jungle 
mainly consists of coral flowered leafless Karir (caper) and Jal 
Jund . In Dry Thorn Forests shorl stunted thorny bushes with 
occasional kikar and babul trees are found. The Aravali hill tract 
in the south is mostly without much vegetation* A few stunted 
trees and shrubs are seen on the hills while in rainy season grass 
springs up which turns pale, grey and dry in the dry season. 

Only 3.4 per cent of the total area of Haryana h under forests* 
of which state forests represent about J J per cent. In accordance 
with the National Forest Policy the plain area in Haryana should 
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have 20 per cent and hilly area 60 per cent of its total area under 
forests. The government are doing their utmost to increase their 
meagre forest resources. Economic plantations arc being raised 
along railway tracks, roads and canals. Quick growing species like 
Eucalyptus, ShUham and Kikar are being given preference to 
other species. Similarly the Forest Department is creating and 
maintaining a Green Bell along Rajasthan border to check the 
onward march of the desert, which given a free play increases at 
the rate of .& km. every year, Besides checking the problem of 
soil erosion the scheme would augment the supply of timber, fuel 
wood and other products of economic value. 

The ancient literature* historical record, etc,* prove that 
Haryana was covered with vast dense and green forests in the 
past. These forests were abounded with wild life too. There is 
mention of deers, ducks, doves, pigeons, partridges and of fero¬ 
cious animals like linns and panthers living in those forests of 
Haryana, The consequent prevalance of aridity and long human 
occupanee in this tract resulted in a poor vegetal cover in Haryana* 
With descre&sing forest acreage the wild life fell prey to the vaga¬ 
ries of weather and man. Today very few wild animals are found 
in the forests of Haryana. But now the state authorities have initi¬ 
ated a plan to preserve wild life in Haryana. Within J3 km. of 
'Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary* the area has been closed for all shoo¬ 
ting purposes. The ‘Mini Zoo' at Pinjore and 'Deer Park" at Htssar 
arc being maintained and further developed. Ducks are being 
maintained in the Chafcravmty lake at Katnal. A Deer park at 
Kumksbetra is also being planned. 


Mineral Resources 

With the exception of Mabend ragarh, Gurgaon districts and 
a narrow' belt along the north-western border of Ambala, the 
state is very poor in minerals. Iron ore of average quality is found 
{Reserves fi lakh tons) in Aravali area of NarnauL Lime stone, 
Ktmkar f marble are other mineral deposits of MahendragarL 
Slate also occurs in the Mihcndragarh district. Because of 
its desirable flat cleavage nature, the slate mined here it used for 
various purposes. Deposits of China day have been located in 
Gurgaon district. In Ambala district good quality limestone is 
mined which is used in the Bhupindra Cement Works at Surajpur. 
But the deposits at present located are sufficient for about a decade 
only. In various occurrences the Malta deposits are the largest in 
Ambuk. The Ktmkar is biing worked out in* Lahrwara (Bhiwaiii) 
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and Kaliawa (Robtak) for cement manufacturing at Charkhi-Dadri 
in Bhiwani district. 

District Mahendragarh is the richest district as Taras the 
mineral deposits are concerned. The geological survey has revealed 
that deposits of asbestos, cal cite, copper ore, kaynite, manganese 
ore. mica and vermiculite are other deposits Found in the district. 
But by and large the deposits are small as well as of low quality. 
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Irrigation and Power 


Haryana is an agriculture dominated state of India, But a 
successful agriculture in a state like Haryana with its peculiar pro¬ 
blems without artificial application of water is not possible, About 
5.5 lakhs hectare land of the state bordering with Rajasthan is al¬ 
most completely arid. The rainfall in this desert-like area is irregular 
and uncertain both in time and space. Most of the meagre amount 
or precipitation is lost by evaporation caused by high temperatures 
and absorption by sandy surface The result of these vagaries has 
been severe droughts and famines almost every alternate year. This 
urea contains either negligible amounts of ground water or exceed¬ 
ingly brackish water. Some places have brackish as well as lesser 
amount of ground water avliable at very deep levels. Absence of 
natural vegetation as a result or arid dimale, high temperatures and 
stormy winds lead to soil erosion at a mass scale. At the height of 
all this in the lack of natural grips the shifting sand dunes aggra¬ 
vate the situation. Above all the Aravali tract in this zone with 
adverse slopes puts serious hurdles in the way of implementing 
normal means of irrigation. 

With the exception of Yamuna, which also flows along its 
eastern boundary, Haryana has no perennial streams, The seasonal 
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streams that have no water at the most needed time, play havoc 
during rainy season by way of their flooding nature. In the northern 
part of the province the hill torrents (c/pof^) besides causing a seri¬ 
ous problem of soil erosion, deposit coarser sand and gravel and 
thereby cause another hurdle In the way of successful farming. 
There are no water bodies in the form or huge lakes out of which 
water canals can be taken out to water farms and field. This type 
of physical environment stands a serious hurdle in the way of pro¬ 
viding normal irrigation facilities and requires extraordinary meth¬ 
ods towards which the new state of Haryana gave a serious thought 
and execution, 

Canab had been built in Haryana tract much before the British 
regime also but they served a limited area. The Ghaggar branch of 
Sarhlnd canal watered parts of Hissar district. The most important 
canal was, however, the Western Yamuna Canal. The Afghan Sultan 
Feroze Shah Tughlaq had to get this canal excavated in a,d, 1356 
to fetch water to his newly built strategic fort town of Feroze-L 
Hissar* "It is, however, uncertain whether Fcroz Shah's canal deri¬ 
ved its water supply from the Yamuna or From the Chautang nadi/* 1 
This canal was renovated and improved upon by another Afghan 
ruler Sher Shah Suri- At that time the canal had two main brunches 
of Sirsa and Hand. It was the Mughal emperor Shah Jahnn ihe 
Liver of buildings and gardens, who got the Delhi branch excavated 
to bring water to his Shahjahanabad to mainiain its greenery. 
Thereafter the canal has remained in disuse for a considerably long 
till it was reopened by the British in a.u* 1873. 

The western Yamuna Canal takes its water from river Yamuna 
From the head works at Tajewala. The total length of this canal in¬ 
cluding its branches is 3 t 226 km. This waters about 4,80,000 hec¬ 
tares of land in Patiala (Punjab). Ambata, Karnal, Rnhtak* Hissar 
and Sirsa (Haryana) districts along with some tracts in Delhi and 
Rajasthan. Si™ branch that lakes off at Indri is the largest 
branch of this canal system. This branch which irrigated about 81 
thousand hectares of cultivable land in its initial stages started irri¬ 
gating L2 lakh hectares by the end of Second Five Year Plan after 
remodelling and extension. The entire area in the Sirsa branch and 
some other tracts were transferred to Bbakra system after the 
completion of this multipurpose project. On the other hand Bhalaut 
and Sunder sub-branches were provided water from 256 tube wells 
of the Jagadhri tube well scheme. 

Before the formation of this new state the work on Gurgaon 
Canal from the Okhla barrage (Delhi) at Yamuna river had been 


] lauhari. A-5.. cit .. p. 105, 


48 Haryana 


started. Because of Chinese aggression the work had to be suspen¬ 
ded and was resumed in May 1964. On 17 June 1967 the Canal was 
opened on experimental basis and it was also fed on the waters 
(200 cusecs) taken from Agra canal. This canal continuously flowed 
till April 1968. But Uttar Pradesh was unable to afford the supply 
of water any more for this canal till the completion of OkhEa bar¬ 
rage, On 11 September 1972 in an interstate conference it was de¬ 
cided to erect a new OkhEa barrage to supply water continuously to 
this canal. This scheme is now nearing final stages. About 80 per 
cent of the work on this scheme has been completed but some 
minors and feeders have yet to be completed. The area irrigated by 
this canal system bus been increased from 145 hectares (1967-68) to 
I5 a 313 hectares in 1974-75. On completion this canal system would 
irrigate about 3.2 lakh hac lares of land in the PahvaL Nuh. Ballab- 
garb and Gurgaon tehsils of Haryana. The canal would run with 
full supply discharge a$ soon as the new OkhEa barrage is comple¬ 
ted and Haryana gets its share in the TCavi-Bcus waters. 


New Bold Ventures! 

As already explained the chronic shortage oT perennial streams 
and reversal of slopes over a large traut required new and bold ven¬ 
tures to mitigate extensive suffering and misery caused to people 
because of frequent droughts* The authorities decided to have an 
assessment of the water resources of the state and utilise the same 
in the most effective and economic way. As a result of these efforts 
£ Lift irrigation 1 received top priority in (be long drought affected 
as well as high altitude areas of Mahendragarb, Bhiwani, Hiswand 
Sirsa districts. 

Joi Lift Irrigation Scheme 

This scheme was taken in hand in November 1973, The entire 
work of constructing more than 160 km. of canal length and seven 
pumping stations to fetch flood water from Yamuna was completed 
within ten months. On trial an area of 175 hectares was irrigated 
in the Kharif crop of 1970. With the commissioning of Augmenta¬ 
tion Canal in January 1973 the Canal has become almost perennial. 
By the end of 1974-75 an area oT 5,873 hectares was put to irriga¬ 
tion by this scheme. There is demand for additional minors and 
distributaries {as the area is sandy and undulating and the conven¬ 
tional 3 + 2 km, long water courses do not serve the area adequately) 
for which extension project is fast approaching completion. 
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Loham Lift Irrigation Scheme 

The work on this irrigation scheme was taken up in 1970. The 
96 km. long canal known as Indira Gandhi Canal was commission¬ 
ed on 23 Inly 1971, Four pumps have been installed on this canal. 
By July 1972 eight new pumps and 123 km, canal length was added 
to this system. These first and second stages of this project shall 
ultimately provide irrigation facilities to 1,33,000 hectares chronically 
drought affected land in Bhiwani district. For kharif irrigation the 
system will utilise the surplus waters of river Yamuna going waste 
below Tajewala hcadworks and flood waters of Drain No.3. When 
Haryana gets its share in the Ravi-Beas waters, the scheme would 
become perennial. The scheme is nearing completion and also pick¬ 
ing up the area to be irrigated. The acreage of irrigated land has 
increased from 5,374 hectares (1972-73) to 9,931 hectares (19)4-75). 
Keeping in view a consistent demad for additional minors and sub- 
minors the work on such distributaries has also been taken up. 

Si warn Lift Irrigation Scheme 

The won; on Birendra Narayan Chakravarli canal system of 
Sjwani lift irrigation scheme was started in September 1971. A 216 
km. long canal with four pumping sets was commissioned in July 
1972. This project too is fust progressing towards completion and 
would ultimately provide water to 97,000 hectares drought prone 
area or Bhiwani district. This system would also use the surplus 
waters of river Yamuna for kharif irrigation till it becomes peren¬ 
nial on the availability of Ravi-Beas waters. The irrigated acreage 
under this scheme has increased from 1,409 hectares (1972*73) to 
6,235 hectares during 1974-75, 

All the three above cited projects would become perennial on 
the completion of Ravi*Yamuna link. Ravi has already been linked 
with Bcas by way of a canal. The work on Beas Satluj link is near¬ 
ing completion and is expected to be accomplished by the end of 
1977. A 209 km. link canal joining Saltuj with Yamuna would pour 
3.5 million acre feet water in Yamuna river. About 106 km. length 
of this link canal would fall in Punjab. On completion of this link 
canal the three lift irrigation schemes would irrigate the maximum 
of area and would result in the production of additional agricul¬ 
tural products of the value of Rs. 17.62 crore annually. 
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Nehru Lift Irrigation Scheme 

The biggest lift irrigation scheme of the state known as “Pandit 
Jaw a hark! Nehru Lift Irrigation Scheme'' has been investigated 
and Formulated, Jhajjar Lift Irrigation Scheme is a part of this 
bigger project. The latter scheme was initiated in October 1972 and 
commissioned in July 1973. The Jhajjar lift irrigation canal irrigated 
about 1,645 hectares of land on trial basis In 1971-74* The system 
gets surplus water from the Yamuna for Miarif crops only. This 
would also become perennial only when Ravi-Beas waters reach lhe 
Yamuna. The work on the main project was also started during 
1974-75 and is likely to be completed during Fifth Plan, On its 
completion, with full irrigation capacity the Nehru Lift irrigation 
project would help in the additional agricultural production worth 
Rs. 18,36 crores in the districts of Rohtak, Mahendragarh and 
Bhlwanl. 

On 16 August 1975 Sanga Lift Irrigation Scheme about 10 km. 
from Bhiwani was inauguraled by the Haryana Chief Minister. This 
eleven-lakh rupee scheme will irrigate about 3000, acres of land in 
the ten surrounding villages- 

Augmentation Canal Project 

The Augmentation Canal Project was taken in hand in Novem¬ 
ber 1971 with a purpose of increasing water supply in the channels 
of western Yamuna Canal. The project was commksiond in January 
1973* Augmentation of water supplies has been achieved through a 
battery of 168 deep tube wells (130-230 m.J with a discharge capacity 
of 3 to 7 cusecs of water along and across the new lined channel, 
between Jagadhri and Munak. Besides. eliminating the loss (470 
cusecs) by absorption the scheme enables the induction of 500 cusees 
of water in western Yamuna Canal, 

Parallel Delhi Branch 

Parallel Delhi Branch has been completed. It b a 41 km, long 
lined canal This canal will help in the elimination ofUttft of 200 
cusecs of water by way of absorption. This gain would augment the 
water supplies in western Yamuna Canal which will be utilised to 
produce additional farm products worth Rs P 2 crores per annum. 

Munak Canal 

Munak Canal has been construe ted to increase the water supply 
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in order to feed the life irrigation scheme. This 8 km, long canal 
takes off from the tail of Augmentation Canal and runs parallel to 
ihe western Yamuna Canal's ttuitt branch and meets it at Munak 
Regulator. In the first phase the unlined canal increased the water 
carrying capacity by 4,500 tusecs but ultimately on being lined it 
will raise the capacity to 8,030 cussed At present it is being used to 
carry the surplus flood waters of western Yamuna Canal during 
rainy months but when Haryana gets its shire of Ravt-Bcas waters, 
ihe Munak canal will be utilised to carry those waters. 

Borvfiila Link Canal 

About 30 fcm, long Barwala link eaaal was constructed ia June 
1972. With a capacity of l + 725 cusecs this link canal pours waters 
of the Bhakra Main Line Canal in the Sjrsa branch of western 
Yamuna Canal. With the commissioning,or this canal, correspond¬ 
ing capacity has been released in Narwana Branch for utilisation. 

Remodelling unit Lining of C^nuls 

In order to increase the carrying capacity of different canals and 
also to save the water wastage from seepage the courses of canals 
are being deepened as well as lined. Lining work is in progress on 
Hmsi branch* Ddhi branch. The Delhi Tail Distributory, Bhalaut 
Sub branch and Sunder sub-branch. In order to save land and re¬ 
duce the cost the old practice of building parallel canals has been 
suspended- Instead the existing canals are being lined with pre-cast 
cement concrete blocks in the rotational closures. For the first time 
polythene lining has been experimented in the head reaches of 
Bunder sub branch. Polythene lining besides being cheaper also 
spares the use of bricks and csfnrnt so scarce and so badly needed 
for other constructions* 

Flood Control 

The state has rightly realised that by way of controlling floods 
caused by torrential rains the agriculture of the province would be 
doubly benefited. Flood control measures would not only check soil 
erosion and damage to crops but would also result in the storage 
of water to be utilised at later stage for irrigating the Adds. Under 
the * Minor Irrigation Schemes' and fi Deseil DevelomcrU Program¬ 
med many bunds have been constructed in the districts of Gurgioa 
and Mabendranarh to check soil erosion and provide basin irriga- 
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season the storing capacity or Bibipur Lake is being increased from 
17,000 acres to 50,000 acres. The existing Bibipur and Thantsar 
bunds are being strengthened on priority basis. Work on the Lukhi 
bund is also being speeded up. Schemes Tor utilising the flood waters 
of Ghaggar and Markanda in Ambala districts and that of Sahibi 
uadi in the districts of Gurgaon and M ahead rag a rh are receiving 
serious attention of the planners. 

Work on the first stage of Landnba Moderation Scheme, i.e,, 
Kotta Lake has been accomplished. The stagnating water of Kotla 
drain over about 15 square km. area has been pumped out and the 
land has been made fit for cultivation. Arrangements for depicting 
the Rood waters entering lake during rainy season have also been 
made. On the reclaimed land wheat worth Rs. 40 lakh is being 
raised every year now. 

As a result of building new canals and improving upon the 
existing ones the net area irrigated by canals has increased front 
13.73 hectares (1967 68) to 15.54 lakh hectares in the year 1973-74. 

Tube-Well Irrigation 

Haryana has very limited flaw waters and most of its area has 
saline brackish water. Vide estimates carried out in the end of 1968 
it was found that only 3,000 square km. area out of about 44,003 
square km. geographic area (about 6,5 per cent) of the State had 
non-saline water. With a purpose to have detailed surveys carried 
out by the cell it has been established that an area of about 16,000 
sq. km (about 36 per cent) contains non brackish waters for irriga¬ 
tion; but in deep acquirers. These arcus include the arid zones of 
Haryana adjacent to Rajasthan such asTuhana-Faiehabad-Sir&a Belt 
(Hissarand Sirsa districts), 0ehl-Bhdhera-Loharu-Sbampur Satnali 
belt (Bhiwani and Mahcudmgarb districts), Krishnawat i-Sahibi Nadi 
belts (Mahendragarh and Gurgaon districts) and areas of Ambala 
district where irrigation by way of river canals is not possible. 

Under the guidance of a best ground water exploration unit 
in India, the Minor Irrigation (Tubewells) Corporation Limited of 
Haryana has launched a crash programme of drilling deep tuhewclls 
in the suitable areas. By this time about 1.200 augmentation tube- 
wells and about 1,400 direct tube wells have successfully been drilled 
in the state, A special feature of the corporation is that it is making 
conjuctive use of surface and groundwater flow, hy drilling deep 
high capacity tubewells in areas having abandoned non-brackisb 
water to augment canal supplies so as to feed the arid and saline 
zones of the province. The Corporation has developed its own capa¬ 
city of drilling 500 to 600 deep tubewells per annum. 
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Prior to the forma Lion orthis corporation people watered their 
fields by way of wells in areas where canal irrigation Is not possible. 
In the year J 970-71 about 574 thousand hectares of land was irriga¬ 
ted by way of wills. Since then the acreage being irrigated by welts 
is on the decline. In the year 1973-74 only 95 thousand hectares of 
cultivable land got irrigation facilities by way of wells. On the other 
hand ihe area irrigated by tubewdls was almost negligible in the 
state upto 19.70-7L In the year 1971-72 tubewdls irrigated about 
537 thousand hectares of land and It rose to 624 thousand hectares 
in 1973-74. The number of tubewdls and pumping sets which stood 
at 33 thousands in 1966 has risen to 201 thousands in 1976. The 
tubewdls have also made the tank irrigation in Haryana almost de¬ 
funct. In the year 1973-74 the acreage under tank irrigation was al¬ 
most negligible wheuras in the preceding year it was 5„QtK> hectares 
and about 17,000 hectares in 1969-70. 

The net result of the sustained efforts of the slate in the field 
of irrigation is that today about 49 per cent of the net area sown Is 
irrigated whearas in 1960-61 only 29,6 per cent of the net area sown 
received irrigation facilities. District of Kuruksbetru tops in this res¬ 
pect. About 79.1 per cent of its net area sown gets irrigation fadli* 
ties with Kama! (71-1 per cent) in the second place. The district ot 
Mabend ragarh has the poorest irrigation facilities so far with only 
19.2 per cent of its net area &own under irrigation. As compared to 
the neighbouring state of Punjab where about 72 per cent of the net 
area sown gets irrigation facilities the stale of Haryana has yet to 
take Jong strides. But viewing the fact of absence of perennial streams 
and presence of brackish groundwater the efforts matfc by Haryana 
are worthy of praise and emulation. Compared to the all India 
figure {22J 7 per cent) the position of Haryana is quite comfortable 
and the new slate of Haryana surpasses much in this field the 
States like Madhya Pradesh {8.06 per cent), Maharaslhra (7.80 per 
cent) h Karnataka (IL09 percent), Rajasthan (14.05 per cent), 
Gujarat (12.82 per cent). Haryana is surpassed only by Punjab state 
in this respect. 

Power Development 

To give a boast to agricultural as well as industrial production 
as also to achieve modernity and technological development power 
is an essential prerequisite. Haryana was the first state to provide 
electric Jink in all its towns and villages and she was followed in 
this venture by its neighbouring slate of Punjab which took about 
six more years to achieve this aim, ft was a wonderful achieve¬ 
ment when viewed in the context of f Ootacumrmtid Conference 11 
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where state power ministers decided to electrify hair of the rural 
areas by the year 1980. Haryana achieved the target of complete 
electrifieatinn on 19 November 1970, At the time of its birth the 
state of Haryana had barley 18,663 circuit km. of transmission 
and distributary lines which took power connections to 1,312 towns 
and villages. By 1970 about 53,634 km lines took power to all 
the 6733 villages, and tow ns of the state. In 1966 only 1251 villages 
had been electrified in the State, By this time the length of trans¬ 
mission lines taking power to individual consumers has touched 
the figure of one lakh circuit km # The number of consumers which 
stood at 5,43,695 in 1967-63 has reached 10 lakh figure by now* The 
per capita power consumption has ai$o increased from 5fc units in 
1967-63 to 132 units in 1973*74, Taking sectoral consumption of 
power the agricultural tubcwelfr alone consume about 45 per cent 
of total power and this is the highest in our country. If the con¬ 
sumption of electricity is the barometer to measure the progress of 
a nation or state, then it can be safely said that Haryana is taking 
long strides on the path of over all progress and development* The 
way of life of Haryanvi formers in the contryside is changing. Be¬ 
sides using electric threshers, flour mills, rice husking machines* 
cotton ginning machines, sawing mills, oil-seed crushers, fodder 
cutting machines they are increasingly taking to the use of electric 
fans, irons, radios, stoves etc. The children in the countryside are 
increasingly discarding the kerosene lamps and arc now solving 
their sums in electric light. The artisans like blacksmiths, carpen¬ 
ters, silversmiths and alike are using power now to run their wheels 
and furnaces in many villages of the state. 

Haryana which has no perennial river flowing across its land 
is deprived of the multipurpose projects like Bhakra Nangal or 
Damodar Valley schemes* But Haryana has its share in the fihakra 
project whctcase the Betts multipurpose project is a joint venture 
of three states including Haryana. But so far inspite of its best 
efforts the state is not self sufficient in the held of power genera¬ 
tion. She has to buy power from Delhi and Rajasthan, Though 
at present the state has yet to devise ways of generating hydropower 
within its own frontiers as she carved out a net of canals based on 
lift irrigation technique, yet the state is doing its utmost to gene* 
rate thermal power on its own surface. The first unit of the 
Faridabad thermal plant with 60 MW capacity was commissioned 
in 1974 which augmented the state's earlier generating capacity 
of 232 MW. Another unit with the similar capacity has been com¬ 
missioned only few months ago. Both these units provide about 
20 lakh units c>r power daily, Badarpur (Delhi) Thermal Project, 
n joint venture of Delhi and Haryana has also started injecting 
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power to Haryana grid system. One more major Thermal power 
project with two sets of 110 MW each hast been taken up at Poni- 
pal. One unit is expected to be completed within next couple of 
years. 

Western Yamuna Hyde! Scheme has also been planned and 
drafted. The venture is likely to cost the slate exchequer about 
Rs. 13 crores. About 20 km. long hydd channel (similar to the 
Nangal hydel channel) is proposed to be built from the Tajewala 
head works. Three power houses with a generating capacity of 45 
MW would be installed along this channel. Haryana will also get 
water power from Reas Project. Similarly on completion of central 
projects of Salat and Baira and Bairn Shit. Haryana wit! eet water 
power. When ihe Rajasthan AtomiUic Power Project (Rana Partap 
Atomic Power Project) is completed Haryana will get atomic 
power also. The completion of Bea* Satluj link and consequent 
firming up of Bhakra power system would further add the current 
in the Haryana grid. In the held of power generation inspite of 
its inherent inability to produce hydropower Haryana has made 
wonderful achievements in producing thermal power. When the 
shares of joint ventures are proportionately divided it was found 
in the year 1972-73 that Haryana produced I £92 million KW of 
power as against 2007 million KW generated by Punjab. The po¬ 
sition of Haryana in that year was far more comfortable than the 
stales with rich potential of water power, e. g,, Nagaland (Ini KWh) 
Tripura (6m KWh), Manipur (13m KWh)* Himachal Pradesh (171m 
KWh) r Jammu und Kashmir (242m KWh) and Assam (4&2m KWh)* 


CHAP TER 
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Agriculture and Live-stock 


Many scholars find the mots of word ‘Haryana* in ‘Hara*, L e ; , 
green, implying thereby that once a granary the ‘Haryana tract* 
depicted the picture of greenery all around. That might have been 
true centuries before the inception of ‘Haryana* as a new state of 
the Indian Union, At the time of its formation the Haryana state 
presented a very grim picture. Not to speak of greenery all around 
but even life giving water was a rarity in a large tract covering 
about 5 lakh hectares, Inhabited by about two million people, where 
cruel nature used with wanton ferocity its teeth, nails, claws and 
firsts. “In periods of drought and famine, which recurred with 
unerring regular]ly, perished at the hands of Kismet not only thou¬ 
sands of cattle and other animals but also men, women and chil¬ 
dren of all ages and all strata of society. When rains failed, Ihe 
walled welts, known as bunds, became stone dry, ponds turned 
into pools of sand, and people moved from place to place in the 
vain hope of coming across somewhere reservoir of water. The 
leaves and branches of acacia provided the only nutrient to a hard 
pressed population.'* 1 What an irony, wherever water occured in 


1 Lai, Muni., op. dr, p. 60. 
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deep wells the occupants of Ihose wells guarded the water btkiics 
day and night so that starving and thirsty roaming swarms o I hu¬ 
manity may not intrude. The sight on these wel Is sometimes pre¬ 
sented heart throbbing and pathctie picture, in this land of historic 
hospitality thirsty were refused water but children below the age 
of twelve were lucky as they could get water from the God fearing 
guards on compassionate grounds. At such chivalarous but dis¬ 
criminating occasions many men and women had envied their young 
ones and vainfully wished it to be their privilege iT they had never 
crossed twelve* As laic as the year 1972 in the village of J_eda 
(Loharu) a wdl wa$ locked throughout the year as reserved Tor 
school going children only. 

Till recently the agriculture of Haryana was marked by the con¬ 
trasts of pastoral activity in south-west and persistently subsisience 
farming elsewhere- Today one wonders when he no more listens aw¬ 
ful tales of devastation on mass scale of life and properly. 7 he lea¬ 
ders, planners and people moved with a dogged determination to 
avert the vagaries of nature, tame she age old ruling nature and cut 
short the legacy oT miseries. The enlightened Tew took a vow to 
wage a multipronged war on traditional modes, habits diving deep 
in backwardness. They wanted to awaken the tillers of the soil from 
slumber, laziness and inertia so that they could throw the evil of 
poverty* lock* stock and barrel from their midst and data them¬ 
selves as the masters of their destiny* On the advice of forward 
looking engineer Shri Kristian Swaroop Fathak the stale launched 
s Lift irrigation* schemes in Haryana, At a late stage Shri Fathak 
was joined by two other indefatigable engineers in the person of 
Shri Ishwar Chand Gupta and Shri Arjun Patt Chowdhry* The 
initial successes were so glorious that by ihis lime the lilt irrigation 
device seems to have been spreading its net in all the drought prone 
and undulating areas. Groundwater reservoirs are being exploited 
lo maxim am, Haryana Agricultural University, Hissar has been pro¬ 
ducing new high yielding seeds. Haryana has already become the 
leader of ■Agricultural Implements Industry" in India. New tools 
and scicntiric methods of cultivation are being increasingly used. 
Insecticides are being properly and timely used. The onward march 
of desert sands is being effectively checked. Farmers are being 
constantly taught about new methods, devices and techniques. 
The toiling liltcrs are being saved from the dutches of unscnifdous 
traders and money lenders. Optimum use of cow dung, night soil and 
chemical fertilizers is being made. The use of fertilizers has regis¬ 
tered an increase from 1,62 lakh tonnes (1966) to 6.00 lakh tonnes 
in 1976. Soils are frated in soil testing Laboratories and farmers 
are guided lo use particular manures to overcome the deficiencies. 


5% Haryana 

Soil erosion, soil cxhauslion and soil salinity arc being curbed with 
sustained efforts. All these efforts have brought fruitful results in a 
short span of period. 

According to the ] 97 S census 82 33 per cent of the population 
oT Haryana derives its sustenance directly from agriculture. Such 
a heavy pressure on soil h likely to impjdc agricultural develop¬ 
ment but Haryana has belied this belief. This figure is much 
higher than the national figure of 69.5 percent. This implies that the 
steps taken by Haryana in the Add of agricultu re arc worthy of 
emulation by other Indian states, especially when the slate had 
to create the entire infrastructure anew. Haryana w ith 1,44 per 
cent geographical area of India cortiributes 5 per cent to tike agri- 
cultural production of out country at present. About 60 per cent 
of Haryana's income is derived from its agriculture and agriculture 
provides sinews to (he industry of Haryana in the form of raw 
materials, So green is the conlryside today that the verdure of 
Haryana never assumed such dimensions probably in the recorded 
history. The Haryana tract which resounded wi lb battle cries and 
freedom struggles many times during medieval limes and 
British domination, today reverbrates with the echoes of tubewells, 
whirring modern iron ploughs, soot pouring tractors and pleasing 
noise of threshers* combine harvesters and other mechanical appli¬ 
ances, * 4 The sandy tracts of Hissar where the hoards oT ihe bfack- 
bucks spanned with grace and rythm unparalleled in nature are 
today growing grapes and American cotton. The basmati rice has 
found its natural habitat in Xarnal and Kuruk shetra districts and 
the Mexican strains of wheat have *wept the entire length and 
breadth of these ancient plains," 1 

Inspite of the long strides taken in the field of agriculture 
one docs not find farming being practised on commercial basis* 
Agriculture is still regarded more as a way of life by the fasmers. 
More emphasis is laid on food and fodder crops whereas cash 
crops so far receive scanty attention, “Incite of the recent agricul¬ 
tural upheavals in an organized form during the Five Year Plans, 
the agriculture throughout most of Haryana Is still essentially 
tradition-oriented in the use of land for food crops, in the use of 
food crops for man and caille and even, to a considerable degree, 
in the methods of scratching and culturing the soil, 1 * 3 Wheat, 
gram, barley and pulses are the major Rabi cfops and paddy, 
jowar* maize, bajra, some other pulses are the kharif crops of the 

2 Haryana— 1975. Government Publications p. 5, 

2 Singh, Jasbir, An Agricultural Geography of Haryana, Kumfcshctsni. 1976. 

p r L. 
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State, Moreover sugarcane, cotkm and oilseeds are ihe important 
cash crops of Haryana. Till late beginning has been made in the 
field of horticulture and vegetable farming, 

Wheat js the most important of alt the crops grown in Har¬ 
yana. Widely distributed in the state wheat occupies a quarter 
(24.52 per cent) of the total harvested area. Adapted to moderate 
temperature under semi-arid conditions wheat can be cultivated on 
a variety of soils with relatively low [ a in Tall. Wheal is generally 
grown in Haryana on clayey and sandy loam soils in irrigated 
areas. Kama!, Kurukshetni* eastern Soncpat, north-western 
Rohtak, northern and north-eastern Gurgaon are the major wheal 
growing areas of Haryana, Ln this zone about 35 per cent of the 
tola! crop land is devoted to wheat culture. The intensity of wheat 
farming decreases towards west and south-west where aridity in 
the atmosphere and sand content in soil predominates. Western 
Rhiwani and north central Mabendragarh grow less wheat. The 
acreage under wheat increased from 7,43 lakh hectares (196&-G7) to 
U.77 lakh hectares in 1973-74. Similarly, the production of wheat 
rose from 10- SJ lakh tonnes (1966-67) to 18J1 lakh tonnes in 
1973-74 and )9< 56 lakh tonnes in 1976. The per hectare yield also 
registered an upward trend from l + 425 kg, per hectare (1966-67) 
to 1*539 kg r in 1473-74. Since then the total production and yield of 
wheat in the slate is steadily increasing. The slate has procured 
about one minion tonnes of wheat during ihe year 1976. 

Rice (paddy) occupying about 6 per cent of the total cropland 
of the slate is a minor crop in relation to wheat farming in Har¬ 
yana, Haryana produced 5 fc 4 lakh tonnes of rice (1975-76) from an 
area of 2-92 lakh hectares, as against 2.23 lakh tonnes (1966-67) 
on a total area of L92 lakh hectares. The per hectare yield of rice 
has risen from 1 1 161 kg. Ln J966-67 to i p 85l kg, in 1973-74, This 
means that the rise in rice production has mainly been achieved 
through higher per hectare yields which are steadily rising as a 
result of the application of improved varieties of paddy seeds p 
fertilisers, pesticides and new farming techniques. The area reclaimed 
from alkaline and saline sods is being put to rice cultivation and 
this is likely to boost the rice production in Haryana, Rice culture 
is mainly limited by temperature and water availability, requiring 
high temperatures (about 23.75°C) and sufficient amount of assured 
water supplies during its period of growth. So much so that Tor 
about 2-5 months the crop must remain standing in about 2,5 cm, 
deep water. About 125 to 150 cm. of rainfall during the growing 
season is a minimum requirement. Since like the entire country 
rainfall conditions are quite uncertain, paddy is mainly grown in 
areas receiving tube-well irrigation* which is more assured a device 
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of irrigation ih an the canals which depend upon the amount of 
rainfall in the catchment areas of their parent streams. Moreover 
this crop is raised in areas with heavy, cumpact and acidic soils 
capable of holding water over their surface for a considerable 
period- North eastern and central parts of the stale consisting of 
Thanesar. southern Guhla, northern K^ithal, Kama! {excluding 
Yamuna flood plain) and northern Seme pa l are known as the rice 
bowl of Haryana where 20 to 50 per cent of the cropland is given 
to rite cultivation. Even in the days of composite Punjab Karnal 
district (now Karnal and Kurukshetra) had the highest acreage 
(26 per cent of its total harvested land) under rice culture. Requi¬ 
ring enacting labour and skill the crop has been raised mainly in 
wetter parts of the state and is now extending to alkaline and 
water logged areas otherwise useless tracts. It is a very surprising 
fact that rice in this zone is raised almost entirely Tor export as 
the area is inhabited by wheat eaters. 

Jowar a millet crop of Haryana is a food as well as fodder crop 
in some parts or the state. Jowar is grown everywhere in the 
province except in the districts of Sirsa, Hissar, Bhiwani, Kuru¬ 
kshetra and Ambala. Jowar though can be successfully grown in 
areas with high rainfall it is replaced by maize (corn) a much 
more useful crop. The basic characteristic of Jowar is that it can 
be a dormant crop during dry spells but regains its growth at a 
I'avt rate when favourable climatic conditions occur. It is grown 
in those parts of the slate where climate is too dry for maize. It is 
grown on soils with light sands and heavy clay contents in areas 
with an annual rainfall of 50 to 70 cm*. About 3.5 per cent of the 
total cultivated area or the state is under this crop and mostly in 
the districts of Gurgaon, Jind and Rohiak. Heavy content ration 
of this crop is, however, found in southern Nuh, western Ballab- 
garh. Palwal, eastern Firozpur Jhirka (Gurgaon), Jhajjar. (Roh- 
tak), Rohiak, Narwaita. Jind, Safidcn (Jind), Gohann, south¬ 
west Soncpat (Soncpat), southern Hansi (Hissar) and Bawani Khera 
(Bhiwani) tracts. 

With the extension and expanion of irrigation in HaTyana 
the Jowar acreage is steadily falling. The acreage under this crop 
declined from 2.7 lakh hectares (1966-67) to 1.86 lakh hectares 
in 1973-74. The overall production of this grain however, grew 
from 49 thousand tonnes (1966-67) to 55 thousand tonnes (1973- 
74) because of an increase in the per hectare yield which rose from 
181 kg. to 296 kg. during this period, It is expected that the 
acreag under this crop would fall still further but production 
would be maintained between 5 to G lakh tonnes to feed the animals 
which are gradually assuming more importance these days. 
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Maize a soil exhausting crop covers about 2,25 per cent of the 
total crop land of the slate. The processes of weeding, thinking and 
manuring are also labour exacting in the farming of corn. For 
successful cultivation of maize high temperatures, comparatively 
higher amount of water at assured and regular intervals and good 
soil conditions are required. It is mainly grown in the submounta- 
□cdus parts and the tract immediately lying at the foot of the hilly 
region in the Ambala district. Corn is grown as a subsistence 
crop in KalU and northern Naraingarh whereas in lagadhri, 
southern Naraingarh. Ambala tehsil and Yamuna flood plain it is 
grown as a cash crop. Maize is also grown as a minor crop in 
eastern Gurgaon, south-eastern Sons pot, Kuroiil and Kurukshetra 
districts. 

The area that is being taken from Jowar acreage because of 
increasing irrigated acreage in Haryana is beeing put to maize 
cultivation. Resultantly the area under this crop has increased from 
817 thousand hectares (1966-67) to US5 lakh hectares in 1973-74. 
The per hectare yield also grew from 9S8 kg. (1966-67} to 1,004 
kg. during this period. As a result of increased acreage and com- 
pjraiivelv higher yields the total production of maize has registerJ 
an increase from 86 thousand tonnes to I.1&5 lakh tonnes during 
this period. But now a stage has reached when the farmers arc 
jn no mood to devote more land to this crop, instead they show a 
trend towards superior grain farming and cash crop cultivation. 

Bat ley occupying about 2.28 per cent of the total harvested 
area of the stole is a significant crop of southern Haryana. During 
the British rule in. India the barley grown in this part was sent to 
London, Research institute of Brewing. After complete exami¬ 
nation the Institute described the barley of southern Haryana or a 
very good quality, capable of producing good brew The Institute 
then recommended the cultivation of barley on commercial basts 
in southern Haryana, But as already stated agriculture has never 
been a commercial trait with Indians and nor were the alien mas¬ 
ters interested in the amelioration of tilling masses by way oT 
teaching them 'commercial farming' a technique with which the 
Britishers were well conversant. The crop cun be grown in semi- 
arid areas on un-irrigated fields, on well drained light soils under 
modernle temperatnres and low drizzle form precipitation. High 
humidity and higher temperatures hinder its growth and deterio¬ 
rate the quality. Barley has been a good crop (Giflin's goods) [or 
the poor people and a dependable cattle feed. People have been 
mining Harley with wheat and gram to get a mixed flour capable 
of making loaf, as loaf cannot be prepared from pure barley flour. 
Now with the spread of irrigation facilities wheat culture ha? 
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started replacing barley cultivation in some areas. Consequently 
the people now prefer to eat wheat than the inferior barley grain. 
Though barley is an important crop of Gurgaon and Mahendragarh 
district it is also grown in Jhajjar (Rohtak) and eastern Dadri 
(Bhiwani) areas. Small amount of barley is also grown in northern 
Guhta (Kurtikshetra). 

Due to changed socio-economic conditions the area and pro¬ 
duction of barley has considerably fallen in the State, The barley 
acreage has fallen from 1.82 lakh hectares (1966-67) to 1.54 lakh 
hectares in 1973-74. This period also witnessed a decrease in pro¬ 
duction from 2 39 lakh tonnes to 1.37 lakh tonnes. Similarly the 
per hectare yield fell from 1,313 kg. to 889 kg. during the same 
period. 

Bajra is the second important fbodcrop of Haryana after wheat 
as it covers about 16.5 per cent of the total cultivated area of the 
state. The drought and heal resistant crop of bajra thrives well 
in the sand infested Bagar tract and low lying wide tract lying 
between the sand dunes (locally known as Tais ) ia the warm and 
less humid areas of Gurgaon, Mahendragurh. Bhiwani, Hissar and 
Rohlak. Among the millets grown in Haryana, bajra occupies the 
most significant crop. "Albeit, bajra gives good yield of a high 
protein heat giving grain that stores well, suffering less from 
bj ilo.peal hazardi than all other fuodgrums, unfortunately it is 
generally unpopular as a food and lias little market." 1 About one 
half of the total bajra acreage of the state is located in the districts 
nf Bhiwani, Mahendragarh and Gurgaon. Hissar and Sirsa districts 
had considerable acreage under bajra a few years ago but willi 
the provision of increasing irrigation facilities the farmers are 
shifting from bajra to cotton cultivation. Bajra is almost cons¬ 
picuous by its absence in northern parts of Haryana. 

The production of Bajra has not so far shown a downward 
trend inspite of the acreage under bajra is increasing at a very slow 
speed. This is because of the high yielding hybrid variety being 
cultivated with improved methods of farming. 

The acreage under bajra has increased from 8.93 lakh hectares 
(1966-67) to 9.56 lakh hectares (1973-74) whereas the production 
rose from 3.71 lakh tonnes to 6.9 J lakh tonnes during this period. 
Because of the use of hybrid variety of bajra being grown now the 
per hectare yield has grown from 418 kg. to 723 kg. Because of 
climatic reasons the bajra crop in 1974-75 collapsed, but efforts are 
afoot to regain the earlier position. 


4 ttnd,. p. 161. 
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Agricultural Production in Haryana in Thousand Tonne* 


Crop 

1974-75 

1975-76 

Khar if 

Paddy 

392 

590 

Jcwir 

38 

55 

Maize 

122 

120 

Bajrn 

214 

660 

Pulses 

14 

25 



- : - 

Total 

780 

1450 


— 

-- 

H abl 

Wheat 

1,956 

2,375 

Cram 

341 

672 

Barley 

240 

136 

Pulses 

20 

27 


—■— 

— 

Total 

2,557 

3,210 


— 

—< — 

Grand Total 

3,337 

4,660 

Cash Crops 

Sugarcane (gur) 

594 

712 

Oilseeds 

145 

115 

Cotton COOO 1 bales) 

425 

493 
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Grant is used both fbodgrain and pulse. The gram Hour 
is used in many saltish and sweet Indian dishes. The gram plant 
provides nitrogen as a nutrient to soil while its fruit provides 
protein rich diet to human beings. According to acreage Gram 
occupies about 1 S.25 per cent of the total harvested area and ranks 
second among the agricultural crops of the province. Needing 
less moisture; gram crop is raised in areas with moderate rainfall 
having well drained sandy loams or loamy sand light alluvial soils* 
Gram ..annot be raised on alkaline soils or buds having high water 
table. Poor soils with low rainfall which are unfit for wheat culti¬ 
vation are best suited for gram cultivation- Gram h grown almost 
all over the state of Haryana bus the area of heaviest concentration 
lies in the western half of the state. Districts of Sirsa, Hiss ox, 
Bhjw-ani and Mahcfidrag&rh dominate in the field of gram culti¬ 
vation. Jhajjar tehsil of Rohtak* Narwana tehsil of jind and Guhla 
lehsl of Kurukshetm district are other tracts of dominance in 
this field. 

The acreage* production and yields of gram have been widely 
fluctuating in Haryana, The acreage under this crop in 1966-67 
was SO 62 lakh hectares and reached its dimax (I L9l lakh hectares) 
in 1971-72 and fell to 9;93 [akh hectares in 1973-74. Similarly the 
production fluctuated from 5.31 lakh tonnes (1966-67) to 12-67 
lakh tonnes (1967-68) and to 4.48 lakh tonnes In 1973-74, The 
per hectare y'-ld of gram saw its climax (1092 kgrris) in 1967-68 
but in 1973-74 it was only 451 kg. These fluctuations have corres¬ 
ponded to socio-economic conditions as well as expansion of 
irrigated area In the state. 

Besides gram other pulses like green gram (moong) t bbek 
gram (urad) f brown gram (moth), pigeon gram (arhar) and lentil 
(masuf) are grown in various parts of the state. All these plants 
increase the fertility of the soil and hence are recommended as 
relation crops especially aftei the harvest of soil exhausting crops* 
The areas of concentration Tor all these pulses ate Ambala district, 
western parts of Bhiwani district and eastern pails of Palwal 
tehsil in Gurgaon district. Oilseeds are other such crops which 
increase the fertility of soil but Haryana is not in a position to afford 
considerable area for their cultivation. Mustard, rape, linseed, 
sen sain um and groundnuts are grown almost in insignificant 
quantities in Haryana. AU the oilseeds combined cover only 3.5 
per cent of the total cropland of the slate. Vegetables are now 
being increasingly grown In areas around urban centres Potatoes 
tomatoes, cabbage, cowljflower, brinjal* spinach, carrots, radish* 
onion, gurHc, ladyfinger, ptitnpkin, cucumber* chillies, etc., are the 
major vegetables grown at different times of the year; Spectacular 
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achievements have, however, been obtained in the field of potato 
cultivation, one of the important crops to substitute foodgmins. 
Since the inception of Haryana as a new state the area under potato 
estivation has gone up almost four-fold. Potatoes were grown on 
about 3,310 hectares of land in 1966^67 whereas in 1976 the acreage 
had risen to U k 800 hectares* Fruit hke mango, guava, lemon* 
orange, grapes (Australian variety) and her are grown in Haryana. 
The acreage under fruit has risen from 7,865 hectares in 1966-67 to 
13,946 hectares in 1974-75. Out of this acreage about 400 hectares 
were devoted to grape cultivation. Keeping in view the increasing 
production of Australian grapes the slate authorities arc taking 
steps to process the same as direct human consumption of such 
grapes is not very encouraging. 

Sugarcane and Colton are two important cash crops of Hary¬ 
ana. These cash crops have helped to strengthen the economic 
condition of farmers. Realising their utility as such, steps have 
regularly been taken to improve upon the cultivation of these cash 
crops since the inception of Haryana. Since very remote times 
Haryana has been cultivating sugarcane and districts of Ambala, 
Kamal and Rohtak (irrigated tracts) had a vital position in this 
held even in composite Punjab. Fanners have always been pleased 
to grow sugarcane for the production of jaggery (gwr) and brown 
sugar (khandsari} for their own use. Sugarcane is extensively grown 
in areas having well drained medium heavy soils, uniformly high 
temperatures (for about 7 to 8 months), ample sunshine and well 
developed irrigation facilities* Though 125 cm. to 150 cm, of 
annual rainfall is sufficient for this perennial crop but long dry 
spells can ruin the crop. Because of this reason only sugarcane is 
found in north-eastern comer (around the sugar mills of Yamuna 
nagar) and Panipat-Rehtak (around the sugar mill at Patiipar) 
tract. At present besides meeting the demand of three sugar mills, 
Haryana sends sugarcane to the mills of neighbouring states also. 
Two more sugar mills are comming up in the state. Sugarcane is 
also grown on sufficient land in south-eastern Palwah northern 
Jhajjar, southern parts of find and Safidon* 

li h heartening to note that the production of gur lias increa¬ 
sed from 5A lakh tonnes in 1966-67 to 5.93 lakh tonnes in 1973-74, 
inspite of the fact that acreage under sugarcane during this period 
decreased by half thousand hectares (150 thousand hectares to 
149.5 thousand hectares) during this period. Per hectare yield in 
terms nf gar increased from 3,400 kg, to 3,966 kg t over the same 
period. However, the yield during 1969-70 was 4,689 kg. ]n the 
same year the acreage under sugarcane was 169.4 thousand hec¬ 
tares and production of gut rose to 7.92 hkh tonnes. The Quetta 
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atlnhs in acreage anti production have responded to ilsmanil 3n d 
price prevailing at different times 

Cotton the another cash crop of the state has meant prosperity 
to the growers. Climate is the limiting factor for cotton cultivation. 
In areas with adverse climatic conditions even the most favourable 
soils cannot promote cotton culture. Colton is essentially a dry 
zone climate. It can be grown in areas that receive 30 cm to 50 cm. 
of annual rainfall. To make available good soil, moisture (needed 
by the cotton plant in its early period of growth! irrigation 
facilities come to the rescue or the farmer in an otherwise area or 
very uncertain rainfalls. Picking requires sunshine and absence of 
precipitation, lest Lhc bursting balls get badly damaged. The cotton 
bell of Haryana extends over the districts of Hissar and Sir&a where 
20 to 40 per cent of the total harvested area is devoted to cotton 
cultivation in different parts and especially Fetch bad, central Sirsa 
and northern Dabwaii tracts. Cotton cultivation has also picked 
up in southern Sirsa, Haasi and central parts of Narwana. 

The acreage under the cotton crop has successively shown a 
rise. The acreage rose from 1.83 lakh hectares (1966-67) to 2.52 
lakh hectares in 1973-74. Similarly the production of cotton has 
increased from 3,74 lakh bales to 4,41 lakh bates in this period 
and it rose to 4,25 lakh bales in 1976. Both American and indige¬ 
nous varieties of cotton are grown in Haryana. American cotton 
gives higher yields which reached its climax (359 kg. of cotton 
per hectare) in 1970-71. The indigenous variety has never given a 
yield above 300 kg, so far. 

Live-Stock 

Cattle breeding is perhaps the only avocation that was never 
lost in history of Haryana. Once the region renowned for its gree¬ 
nery and granary and artistic skills, became dry, sand parched, 
barren, poor and backward as a result of natural calamities and 
human avarices, but it was know n all over the country for its 
healthier bulls and cows. Probably the climatic changes created a 
conducive environment Tor cattle breeding. In most of Haryana and 
particularly south and south-west rainfall decreases. This checks 
leaching and the calcium content in the so 1 remains almost intact. 
The calcium content of the soil renders the grasses grown on it quite 
nutrient. The grasses and fodder raised on such soils provide very 
good forage to animals which in turn become healthier and sturdier. 
The crops grown in this area like jo war, hajra, corn, barley, etc., 
are also semi-fodder type. The physical features of this region also 
provide ideal breeding ground. Now when canal irrigation is ex ten- 
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ding to these areas some places are lasing importance as cattle 
breeding tracts. But the cattle are indispensable to rural economy 
since they provide proteins and fats through their milk and milk 
products to the predominate vegetarian natalities of this slate In 
the past Cujjars and Ahirs might have been excellent and probably 
the only cattle breeders in Haryana but now this economic activity is 
carried on as a subsidiary occupation by all tillers of soil on the 
entire length anti breadth of the province," As a dairying state. 
Haryana is perhaps not favourably circumstanced because, over a 
great part of ils agricultural area, climatic and agronomic condi¬ 
tions may not be favourable to dairy production. Extremes of 
climate- the ungenerous rainfall, the devastating droughts—do not 
hdp the growth of dairing as complementary to amble farming as in 
the Western Countries " fi Hat this does not mean that if Haryana 
is unable to develop a dairying belt as in the U.S.A or it can 
have the dairiag industry of the magnitude of Denmark and other 
European countries, she is unable to raise cattle for its domestic 
needs and spare little surplus for neighbouring stales. In the field 
of irrigation and industry Haryana has truthfully proved the old 
maxim, ‘where there is a will, there is a way’. And now the state is 
well poised to develop dairying through co-operatives at selected 
spots. The stale may not be able to market her products in inter¬ 
national markets like New Zealand and Denmark do but she has 
already proved her mark in the state and some neighbouring states, 

Har yana has a cattle population of more than 70 lakh heads 
and the density comes to about 140 animals per square km. The 
relation of human and live-stock population slands at IQ : 7 in the 

stale. This shows that Haryana has attained a significant position 

ip the cattle breeding activities on the map of India. But this huge 
population or live-stock contains a sizeable number of aged, weak¬ 
lings and useless cattle the elimination of which is not possible 
because of religious reasons, 

Indian Council or Agricultural Research established National 
Dairy Research Institute (NDRlj at Kamal in 1955, This Institute 
which is the biggesL in Asia strives for the advancement of research 
and training in dairying, and dissemination of information in the 
country through its extension programmes. The Institute pursues 
research on problems of cattle breeding, physiological and nutri¬ 
tional aspects of cattle for high milk yield, processing of milk, 
preparation of milk products, study of management and dairy 
engineering and the evaluation of chemical, bacteriological and 
nutritive quality of milk and its products. The Institute is render- 


S Ibid., p 346. 
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irg immense and useful <.ervices in its fields over the entire country. 
Situated on the Grand Trunk Road the milk parlour of the insti¬ 
tute not only serves the urban centre of Kama! with bottled milk, 
powdered milk, ice cream, processed cheese, cheese, ghee, butter 
and many other products but also serves the passangers halting 
here to have a look on this magnifident institute. 

Haryana is proud of its live-stock farm at Hissar which is 
again the premier Institution of livestock breeding all over Asia, 
in this farm previous foundation stock of various breeds of animals 
like Suhiwal, Tharparker breed of catile, Murrah buffaloes, exotic 
■Yorkshire pigs and Nnti and Hissnr-Dale Sheep arc maintained. 
Now cross breeding is also carried on in this farm for producing 
pure studs oT Jersey breed- Many provinces have been drawing 
their requirements of breeding bulls of different breeds as also 
bullocks for draught power from this farm. Similarly the Indo- 
Australian Cattle breeding Farm. Hissar; Progeny Testing Farm. 
Hissar; Buffallo Breeding Farm. Hissar; Jersey Cross Breeding 
Station, Jagadhri are rendering yeoman's services to the state for 
the improvement of its live-stock, Sheep Breeding Farm Hissar; 
Wool Grading and Marketing Centre, Lohuru ; Piggery Develop¬ 
ment Farm, Ambula are also providing useful services in this 
field. 


The White Revolution 


Inspite of Haryana’s countrywide reputation for its cows and 
Murrah buffaloes not much attention was devoted For dairy deve¬ 
lopment in the state. Out of Rs. 50 crores spent on dairy develop¬ 
ment in India during the first three Five Year Plans a paltry sum 
of Rs. 4 liifch only was spent in Haryana (a state renowned and 
conducive for cattle breeding) for setting up a small dairy at 
Hissar. After reorganisation steps were taken to develop dairying 
the crude form of which existed on subsistence scale in the country 
side. Towards the end of 1967 Dairy Development and Milk Supply 
Department was created. But the real development of this econo¬ 
mic activity started when the aforesaid department was converted 
into a Corporation on the new year's day on 970. During the 
Fourth Plan period the Corporation spent a sum or Rs. 2,10 crorc 
Tor dairy development. Corporation spent this sum on the installa¬ 
tion of three milk plants. The first plant was commissioned on 
5 December 1970 at Jind. The plant processes milk into butter, 
ghee, whole milk powder and skimmed milk powder. For the first 
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time in Ihe country the processing of instantised skimmed milk 
powder has been undertaken at Ihe Jind milk plant. Under the 
trade name of Vita the milk products arc available in Haryana, 
Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi. The second milk plant was 
commissioned at Bhiwani on 2S October 1972. The plant processes 
full cream and skimmed sweetened milk. This is the first plant 
of public sector in our country that started manufacturing much 
sophisticated product like sweetened condensed milk. To cater to 
needs of city dwellers of the twin cities of Arabia and Ambala 
Cantonment a third milk plant producing hygenically pasteurised 
and botlled milk was commissioned at Ambala on 29 August 
1973. Besides these products, the plant also prepares sterilised 
flavoured milk, ice cream and cheese. 

Currently the Corporation has undertaken the expansion of 
Modem Dairy at Hissar, the setting up or three composite plants 
one liquid milk plant and two rural dairy cum distribution centres! 
The work for setting up a liquid milk plant at Faridabud is already 
in progress. Besides supplying hygenically treated pasteurised 
bottled milk to the expanding industrial complex of Faridabad. 
the plant would atso produce sterilised flavoured milk, yoghurt and 
ice cream Tor which a wide market exists in the neighbouring 
cosmopolitan twin cities of Delhi and New Delhi. Another milk 
plant is under construction at Rohtsk and is likely to be commis¬ 
sioned in near luturc. This plant will manufacture butter, ghee 
whole and skimmed milk powders. Two milk chilling cenl res at 
Rewari and Nuh are to be installed in near future. It is hoped 
that hy the conclusion of Fifth plan period the entire state would 
be covered by milk plants or milk chilling plants or rural dairies 
cum distribution centres, thereby creating 'milk-grid' in Haryana. 
The milk bucket of Haryana is now well on its way to upgrade 
its animal wealth to excellent standards on modern and scientific 
lines resulting in a lead to usher ‘White Revolution' m our 
country. 

In our country as a whole Haryana leads in ihe availability of 
per capita milk at present. Compared to ihe all India average of 
about 110 gm. the per capita availability of milk in Haryana is 
520 grams, A decade ago when the new state of Haryana emerged 
on the political map of our country the total annual production of 
milk in the state stood at II lakh tonnes. Since then the production 
is sleadily on ihe increase and it is expected (hat in near future the 
production would cross 22 lakh tonnes mark. The high production 
ot milk is the result of Intensive Capital Development Project. 
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Nearly 6 lath animals out of a total of 20 lath breed able C 3 «]e 
have been covered by this project. This project seeks to improve 
the quality and yield of cows and buffaloes through cross breeding 
of indigenous cows with more potential and exotic bulls and selec¬ 
tive breeding or buffaloes by mating these with proven Murrah 
buffalo bulls. 


CHAPTER 

5 


Industrial Progress and Trade 


Haryana hat been an agriculture dominated region since time im¬ 
memorial but it had an industrial tradition of its own also. In 
ancient times the artisans and craftsmen of this area were renow¬ 
ned all over the country for their artistic skill and acumen. It is 
collected from the sources of ancient Indian history and culture 
that during the ancient regime of Ytnutheyaa attention was paid 
towards the development of cottage and small scale vocations. The 
famous Sanskrit bard Van Bhatt has paid rich tributes to the art of 
manufacturing lhat prevailed during Harsh Vardliana's time. He 
has fervently praised the ornaments produced by the goldsmiths 
and silversmiths of that period. It is also gathered that the art of 
dyeing and priming the cloth had reached its climax in and around 
Slhancshwar (Thanesar) during that period. After that period the 
history of this region Is strewn with wars, battles, skirmishes, feeds, 
chaos, confusion and turmoil. This type of atmosphere is not con¬ 
ducive to art and manufacturing. The people of this area had to 
be ever ready to face foreign aggressions for a long time and there¬ 
after they waged and continued a consistent attempt lo uproot 
foreign domination from India. These activities left no lime for the 
people to concentrate upon art, manufacturing ami other minute 
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activities, Tt seems that they had avowed to live on the hare and 
minimum necessities of life so long as they did not breath in free 
environment. To appease the goddess of battle and struggle they 
had pledged to abstain from luxuries and comforts of life that are 
contributed by art and manufacturing. In their effort to free their 
motherland from foreign yoke they at limes neglected their 
primary activity of agriculture also. Their scant attention towards 
their major profession during the long period of struggle very 
badly and adversely affected their agricultural prosperity. The 
region that was once known for its greenery and granary slowly 
and gradually marched towards deficiency mainly because of 
human neglect and natural calamities. 

After the attainment of self rule our planners, economists and 
torch bearers gave top priority to agriculture in the country as a 
whole. Though Haryana too received some benefits from the plan¬ 
ned progress but keeping in view its geographical area, population 
and time she received proportionately far less benefits than the 
neighbouring region of Punjab. It is only after the formation of 
Haryana as a full fledged separate state that agricultural revolution 
set its wheels on its soil and in a couple of years Haryana was the 
second state to witness 'Green Revolution' with sufficient amounts 
of surplus food grains in the country. On the other hand, no doubt 
some industrial complexes had been developed in Haryana mainly 
to rehabilitate the refugees migrating from Pakistan yet it led to 
regional imbalances in the field of industry. It is a fact of common 
knowledge that nations and states that depend solely on agriculture 
tend tn remain perenially poor. The major agricultural nations of 
yesterday like the U S,A., the U.S.S.R.. Canada, Japan, etc., be¬ 
came prosperous and affluent nn the inilialion of industrial revolu¬ 
tion only. After attaining self-sufficiency and prosperity in the field 
of agriculture such nations inevitably reached a saturation point in 
their economic development when they felt the urgency of harnes¬ 
sing their industrial potential for the maintenance and improvement 
of the general standards of living of their people. Haryana is no ex¬ 
ception to this rule. Now when Haryana has become agriculturally 
a surplus state she is taking long strides in the held of industry too. 
Infact the agricultural prosperity too was the result of industrial 
plants manufacturing tractors, threshers, harvest combines, chemi¬ 
cal fertilizers, insecticides, generators, drillers, etc., located in 
Haryana or outside. To sustain the agricultural prosperity as also 
to raise the standard of living of its people and to provide jobs 
Haryana has accelerated its tempo of industrialization. 

Haryana inherited about 35.8 per cent of the total geographi¬ 
cal area of the composite state of Punjab on 1 November 1966, 
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Not only large tracts of infertile, sand-infested and unirrigated 
areas fell to the lot of Haryana but the new state did not find 
industrial complexes of the dimensions of Amritsar, Batala. lulling 
dur and Ludhiana. Textiles of Amritsar and Hosiery industry of 
Ludhiana had made a niche on the industrial map even in pre-par- 
litidn iJays T Amhala which had a prosperous glass industry even be¬ 
fore h irst World War gained momentum as a centre of scientific 
intruments industry in post-partition period. Similarly Panipat and 
its surrounding villages had developed blanket man u fact urine in¬ 
dustry by the end of the second decade of the present century, 
started producing about 200 blankets daily in recent years. Woollen 
industry also sprang up in this town in the thirtces of the present 
century. Bhiw'ani also developed as cotton textile centre though of 
a smaller dimension by 1915. In the thirties of nineteenth century 
Jugadhri emerged as brass utensil manufacturing town whereas in 
the neighbouring town of Yamunanagar a sugar mill, a paper mill 
and a starch mill came up during the same decade. In post-parti- 
lion period Faridabad, Gurgaon and Bahadtirgarh were developed 
as industrial centres mainly to rehabilitate the refugees who would 
have otherwise aggravated the 'Industrial position' of Delhi. The 
composite Punjab could not boast of large scale and heavy indus¬ 
try, She had medium and small scale units which numbered 12,839 
at the time of bifurcation of new states. About one-third of these 
units only fell to the share of Haryana. "'Some economists fair that 
the new state would find it difficult to sustain itself economically 
for long. The absence of raw materials in particular important 
minerals like coal, gas and petroleum was a shortfall that could 
not be made up easily. Water resources in the area were meagre. 
For electric power* it had to depend on the generosity of neigh¬ 
bouring states.** 1 

The leadership of Eh is young state did not lose heart at the 
site of such a gloomy picture. With purposiveness the people* plan¬ 
ners and leaders of this new state rose to the occasion and deter¬ 
mined to win the fight for survival at any cost. Every available re¬ 
source (human, water, land, mineral* etc*) was mobilized in such a 
way that a maximum benefit could be derived from each resource 
to increase the production of existing units, W r hen they found that 
their continuous toil is bearing fruits and (he tiny complex of in¬ 
dustry gathered a well poised momentum then plans to break new 
grounds were drafted and initiated. Today Haryana has come out 
of the marsh of industrial backwardness and rank& among the 
eight most industrialized slates of India, The progress can be itqa* 


i L*L Meat* op* c£t. t p 71, 
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gintd from one single example that in 1976 Haryana had 17,670 
smalt scale industrial units where as in 1966 this number stood at 
only 5,247. 

On the industrial map of Haryana one finds two triangles (one 
large and other liny), which enclose 75 to SO per cent of the indus¬ 
trial centres of the state which at present account for about 90 per 
cent of Haryana's industrial production. The three points of larger 
triangle arc located at Panipat, Ballabhgarh and Hi.ssar. The indust¬ 
rial towns of Panipat, Soncpat, Bahadurgarh, Gurgaon, Faridabad* 
Rohtak, Bhiwani and Hissar fall on the body of this triangle. The 
tiny triangle covers the industrial centres of Ambala, Jag&dhri and 
Yamunanagar which also form the three points of this triangle. 

Faridahad (Gurgaon district) is the biggest industrial centre 
mihef the nerve of industrial activity in Haryana. ''Indians are deter* 
mined lo get moving" are the words which a European altered 
while travelling in a Taxi 1 hat; passed through Faridabad. These 
words came out of his vocal chords only after seeing the road side 
industrial plants and not all those (hat litter on the entire land¬ 
scape of the township. The Jat Chief Buhu Singh once occupied 
the Ballabhgarh fort the surroundings of which were occupied by 
many Jat villages and Faridahad was one such village in the midsl 
of thick forest. After partition the village became a site of a huge 
refugee camp. To begin with the refugees started cottage and small 
scale units to eke out their living. Government also wanted to 
avoid the narrow streets and slums of Delhi from the on rush of 
swarming human currents. Hence the government also planned to 
develop Faridahad as an industrial township. This inspired the 
refugees whom the circumstances hod turned to be extra bold, 
adventurous and innovators, Faridabad is one of those industrial 
centres of Haryana that derive an advantage of the proximity of 
cosmopolitan Delhi. Finding the market next door for various in¬ 
dustrial products the entreprenetires from alt over (be country vir* 
tualiy fell over one another in a bid to secure licenses to set up 
their industrial units in Faridabad. Those who failed to get an 
opportunity here preferred Gurgaon and Bahadurgarh the two 
other industrial nodes or Haryana located in the vicinity of Delhi. 
The result of (his competetion is that Furidabad today homes about 
650 industrial units of all sizes. In this industrial township are loca¬ 
ted about half of the State's large scale and medium sized units 
along with a fairly large number or small-scale units. Engineering 
goods, agricultural implements, glass products, rubber products, 
chemicals, leather goods (including shoes), electrical goods (includ¬ 
ing refrigerators), cycle parts, metal products, plastic goods. 
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special type paper, tiactors, motorcars, motorcycles, scooters, etc,, 
are the leading industrial products of Faridiibad, The chief charac¬ 
teristic of this industrial centre is that components needed by the 
large scale and medium sized units are produced in the town itself 
by the small scale units meaning thereby that they are comple¬ 
mentary to each other. About one lakh persons have been provided 
jobs by the industries of Furidnbad. 

Bahadurgarh is another vital industrial centre of Haryana 
where also an industrial township has been raised on the Dclhi- 
Hissar road, Bahadurgarh produces electrical goods, radio parts, 
cycles and cycle parts, metal products, pottery, sanitary goods, 
laboratory glass-ware and other scientific apparatus, optical lenses, 
stainless steel instruments, machine-tools, hospital equipments, 
special variety of paper, salt petre, etc. 

Gurgaon has emerged yet another industrial node to the south¬ 
west of Delhi. Gurgaon specialises in the manufacturing of pottery, 
cutlery, rubber goods, automobile spares and padlocks. The pottery 
industry was started in Gurgaon in (he year 1957. 1 he industry 
which initialed with one factory has progressed to such an extent 
that now Gurgaon supplies china day wares, sanitary wares, earthen 
wares and insulators not only to Haryana and Delhi markets but 
to many other markets located on the breadth and length of our 
motherland. 

ffissar housed a cotton textile mill in 1955 to take the 
advantage of increasing cotton cullurein dry zone of Hissar. “This 
factory on a sand dune infested extensive site, outside the town of 
Hissar has created a nucleus for a new urban centre.*' 2 Cotton 
ginning and baling activity is also carried on in this town. With the 
establishment of Haryana Agricultural University numerous in¬ 
dustries producing engineering goods and agricultural implements 
have sprung up on the Hissar-Hnnst road. Many consumer goods 
industries have also been started in this town, tkctricnl goods, 
hosiery goods, hand loom goods, plastic goods, rubber goods arc 
the recently added items to the industrial products Of Hissar. A 
Steel Billets project, and The Poly Steel India Ltd , a project in ihe 
joint sector have also come up at Hissar. One wonders to see the 
phenomenal growth of factories along the Hissar-Hansi road that 
have come up in recent years only. 


2 Jauftari, A.S., op. dr., p, 112, 
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Bhiwani is another cotton textile centre of Haryana. The mills 
here have about SOU powerlooms and over 33 thousand spindles. 
The weaving, printing and dyeing celts are attached to these mills. 

Hansi a town between Hissar and Bhiwani is known for silk 
textiles, cotton ginning and baling. 

Rohtak has also become an industrial town. Located to the 
north-west of Delhi, Rohtak also benefits from its nearness to 
Delhi si large centre of commerce and trade. Rohtak has made its 
name in the production ol sugar, cycle parts, automobile spares, 
electrical goods, surgical appliances, agricultural implements and 
for cotton ginning and baling. 

Sonepat is situated on the national highway (GnmdTrunkRoaJ) 
that links Delhi with leading towns of Punjab and Haryana. One 
of the largest cycle works of India, Allas Cycles is located in Soue- 
pat. This concern produces quality bicycles, cycle rickshaws, pera¬ 
mbulators not only for internal markets but also for international 
markets. Buttons, salt pcUe, electric goods, glass, agricultural 
good, weighing machines, steel furniture, electric poles, cycle 
spares, rubber goods, optical lenses, machine tools, chemicals, glass 
bottles, light engineering goods and steel are other noted industrial 
products of this town. 

Panipat, also situated on the national highway, is the place 
where India’s fate was decided thrice and where Hindus lost three 
c h an m of regaining control over the Indian throne, has now arisen 
as a reputed hand loom centre in northern India. Blanket manufac¬ 
turing. utensil manufacturing and glass making developed in this 
historic town tn the twenties of present century, In the thirtws the 
woollen industry come into being in this town whereas silk textile 
industry is the addition of post partition Jays. As already staled 
about 150 small scale units produce handloom products and espe* 
dally thick bed sheets (KHts) and woollen blankets. A sugar fac¬ 
tory* has also been established in this town. In recent years a num¬ 
ber of units manufacturing agricultural implements, steel rollings, 
pipes, trunks and chemicals have emerged in this town. Cotton 
ginning and baling and button manufacturing are also carried on 

here. 

Aruba fa City manufactures glass and also houses cotton ginn¬ 
ing and baling. 
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Ambala Cantonment is a significant producer of scientific and 
surgical goods in northern India, Metal products, bandloomdurfies, 
bamboo products, globes and charts are other important products 
of Ambala Cantonment, Ambala Cantonment has also housed a 
beautiful ptanetoruim and now manufactures the planetoriurns for 
schools and eoi I eges, 

Jagadhri and Yamumttagar have shot up in prominence in 
post-independence period. Jagadhri had jlrcady been a centre of 
brass utensil manufacturing and now about 70U small scale units 
carry on this work. Yamunanagar lias a sugar mill, saw mill and 
a hydrogenated oil factory. Metal products are also manufactured 
in this town. Gopal paper Mills was started in Jagadhri in pre-par i\- 
tion days. Now Jagadhri houses the largest paper mill of Har¬ 
yana. Recently the Delhi Pulp Industries and Murari Paper Mills 
have started manufacturing paper at Farida bad. Cardboard is 
manufactured at Karnal. The Jagadhri paper mill produces about 
40.01X1 tonnes of paper per annum and gives employ me ni to more 
than 32,000 people. Jagadhri has alsu a sugar mill and a starch 
producing plant. 

Some other import ant manufacturing items of Haryana are 
cement (Dadri and Surajpur), match box <Burin near Yamuna- 
nagar). Brewery tMurthal). marble slate unites (Narnaul and 
Kund), mechanised tannery tJind), gut (jaggery) and khendsari 
(brown sugar), lime kilns (Narnaul), flour mills, rice husking 
machines, milk plants, milk products, cattle feed, poultry feed, 
slate processing, etc. 

Latest Treads 

To establish resource based and labour intensive industries 
the State government have set up Industrial Development Corpo¬ 
ration The Tunds to raise such industrial units are provided by 
the State Government and other financial institutions. The Corpo¬ 
ration has helped in the procurement or letters of intent and 
licences for many concerns like Brewery, Tannery, Glass Bottles, 
Cigarettes, Cigarette Paper, Steel Billets, Nylon Filament Yarn, 
Television, Walkic Talkie Sets, Marble Processing Factory, Match 
Box Project, Synthetic Detergents, Sponge, Iron, Caustic Soda, 
Cellulose, Nitrate, Rice Husk Board, Wire Rod Mill, Spinning 
Mill and Forged Hand TooJs. 

Haryana Financial Corporation grants loans upto Rs, 30lakh 
to limited concerns and co-operative societies and Rs. 15 lakh to 
others, fhc loans are granted to acquire fixed asseis. Margin money 
may also be provided by the corporation where working capital 
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can not he managed from other sources, t he rate of interest varies 
Irom 10 to 12 per cent depending upon the size of the unit. Jn 
backward areas, however, th; rate of interest is reduced to 9 per 
cent. Financial assistance is also granted to small scale units, ar¬ 
tisans and craftsmen on concessional rate of interest, 

The Haryana State Small Industries and Us port Corporation 
helps the small scale units by procuring them essential and scarce 
raw materials, i, c, ( iron and steel, chemicals, mutton tallow, allu- 
mmium, non-ferrous metals, yarn and dye. In times of power 
shortage coke was also routed through the corporation. The fur- 
nace oil is alfio being provided by the government instead of any 
private company. The Corporation has also conducted industrial 
surveys of Haryana In collaboration with the Indian Institute of 
.foreign Trade. As a result of these efforts, orders for Haryana goods 
were secured from Middle East. East Africa, South East Asia. 
Europe and the United States of America. Haryana exported 33 
crore rupees worth of its industrial products to these countries 
in 1974-75 against Rs, 12.26 cmre in 1972-73. 

The Industries department of the State Government has set 
up fifteen Industrial Estates, nine in rural areas and six in urban 
areas. The urban Industrial Estates have been located in the towns 
of Nilokheri, Sonepyt, Gurgaon. Narnaul, Hissar and Ambala. 
Those for rural areas have been established at Kaithat. Kohand, 
Rai, Palwal, Sohna, Futehabad. Mahendragarh and Pinjore, AH 
these industrial estates, contain 226 sheds which were in the first 
instance rented out. But now it has been decided ip allot these 
sheds on hire purchase basis. The Department has also bid down 
Industrial Development Colonics at Ambala, Rohtak, Karnal, Rai, 
Gurgaon and Hissar. The schemes to start such colonics at Guhana' 
Jiird, Rewari, Jakhal, Tohana and Karnal arc receiving the active 
attention of the government. As an ancillary to Tractor Plant of 
Hindustan Machine Tools, Pinjore, an industrial estate at Paneh- 
kula is being raised. Industrial land has also been developed at 
Gurgaon, Faridubad, Punchkula and Bhiwani by the Town and 
Country Planning D« par intent. Similarly the Haryana Slate Indus¬ 
trial Development Corporation has also developed land for Indus¬ 
trial Estates at Yamuneuugar, Murthal and Gurgaon. 

The Government of India have declared the districts of 
Mahcndragarh, Bhmani, Hissar and Jind as industrially backward 
districts and these districts arc entitled to procure 15 per cent 
capital subsidy for the emerging units from concerned authorities. 
Rewari, Bhiwanj. Jind, Tohana and Hansi arc being developed as 
Industrial Growth Centres to speed up the industrialization of these 
backward areas. Haryana has also planned so me Incentive Area 
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Development projects under which special concessions and incen¬ 
tives arc being extended to prospective entreprencures Cor starling 
ne'X industries in selected rural areas. Such rural industrial pro¬ 
jects have already been sanctioned for Kama! and Ambala districts. 
The techno-economic survey of Chhuehhraujj {Ambatu district) 
has already been completed. The survey work for KamaJ district 
is last approaching its end, A new project for Kuruksbetra dis¬ 
trict has also been sanctioned. The aim is to cover the entire pro¬ 
vince under the programme of rural industrialization by the end of 
Fifth Five Year Plan period. 

Trade 

No nation, state or region can live by itself alone. The lines 
that carry foodgrains, industrial products, medicines, stationery, 
books and other consumer goods to and from the states and regions 
are the arteries similar to the ones that circulate blood in living 
beings. The excess of exports over imports is the measuring rod of 
a state's stage of economic development. There is nu strict rale that 
an article being exported by a state cannot be imported from other 
states. Sometimes an article uf particular quality or grade (as cotton 
with its different staples) is exported and a higher or lower grade 
ol the same article is imported also. Sometimes for a particular 
place it is cheaper to import an article from the adjoining part of 
the neighbouring slate than to bring the same article from a far 
flung place located w iihin the sirnte state. For example it would be 
cheaper for Atnbula to import cotton textile goods from Ludhiana 
than to procure the same from Bhiwuni or Hissar, Similarly it is 
convenient for lakhul {Haryana) to import sugar from Dhun 
(Punjab) than to obtain it front Jagadhri, Yamunanagar, Rohlak 
or Pampai. This way it tan be safely expected that Haryana would 
be exporting many commodities and at the same time importing 
same commodities in varying quantities because of convenience. 
But the balance of export ar.d import of a particular commodity 
can speak about Haryana's position with regard to the production 
and surplus of that commodity. The table on next page depicts 
Haryana’s position with regard to its trade in feedgtams with other 
states of India ; 

Earlier when unscrnplous trader had his sway in the field he 
used to txpon any quantity of foedgrains to other stales much at 
the cost of states' poor population. But now when ihcrc is strict 
control and vigilance on the movement oi foodsrains only real 
surplus is exported. The latest data reveals that (taking balance) 


Trade In Toodgrains ( Quintals ) 
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Other Pulses 34,247 38.703 — 4,456 4,731 1.738 + 2,993 
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Haryana docs not import fbodgrains hut instead has started expor . 

rsrrr ff ‘ jrtdsrainso - ,,iin ^ — 

J*J‘ glU H tlu . w,th cver-wcnwing irrigation facilities, improved 
" J " d application of improved techniques or farming rh e f ar . 
mer *. slowly sh,fling from the cultivation of coarse grains (Jowar 
hajra maizc) to superior grains fikrr wheat and rice Hence t he 
export or some of the coarse grains is falling 

Among other major exports of Haryana are included live-stock 
mifeb cattle sheep, goat, bullocks) hides, skins, tanned leather, 
leather goods (including footwear), glass, glass products, lime and 
Imu stone, oil seeds (major part of rape and mustard), vegetable 

SLttr* r smb " SZ 

, f >r ^Ja ? g ' r3^), Ct,rt0n ' eo ' ton 1wist yarn, ginned and 
baled cotton and myrobalnns (amvla), etc., to many states of India 

Sunnaijy paper, sugar, utensils (brass and stainless steel) a « rjCt tl- 
tu^l implements, scientific instruments, surgical apparatus slate, 
beer cycles cycle parts, cycle rickshaws, milk products, cattle feed 
poultry feed, cement, plastic goods, radio parts, metal ware, crock¬ 
ery. sanitary ware, cutlery, handtoom goods, blankets, electric goods 

kl.^oV “ r odUCtS ° f Ha?*™ that have found rmr' 
if,, f, ” C and Abroad. Among its imports are listed the com mo 
dikes like tea, coffee, Indian hemp, jute.tobacco, raw rubber, timber 
Vor s goods cotton piece goods (foreign as well as Indian), dry 

nm '^"1*! arSand Shfieta ’ COa! ' l* tro} «*"i. petroleum 
p uuls |including cooking gash common salt and raw wool 

J rom the balance t>r trade it appears tliat Han ana is steadily mar¬ 
ching towards the upward trend on favourable side. 

Now with new government in the centre it has recently been 
eerded that there would be no restriction on the movement of 
loodgmms from one state to another. For the present (he decision 
applies to wheat only and now there will be no wheat zones Sim - 
arly m the procurement of food grains the government will enter 
he market only when the farmer? are at a loss. Many people fear 
that this liberal policy may harm the consumers and producers as 
well. However, if the policy la implemented in right earnest and 
with strict vigilance the fruits are bound to be satisfactary. 
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People and Way of Life 


On the dawn or 1 April 1971 there lived 10,036,808 persons in t be 

state of Haryana in accordance with the first census of the Stale. 

This showed a decennial growth laic (]961*71)ol 32->-3 per cent. 

This means by this time the population of Haryana has reached 

about 10,400,000 persons. Covering about 1.44 per cent area of 
the Indian Union, Haryana carries 1.8 per cent people or the 
country. In the descending order the young and small state of Har¬ 
yana ranks fifteenth on the population front. Nearly 82.34 per cent 
of the persons have been classified as ruralites leaving barley 17.6 
per cent of the population as town dwellers. The entire population 
of Haryana lives in 6,731 villages and 65 towns, J here are 333 
uninhabited villages in Haryana, The predominance of rural popu¬ 
lation hints towards the agrarian economy, for which Haryana 
has niched a place on the agricultural map of India. Though in 
1971 there were 15.96.825 households in Haryana but they occu¬ 
pied 14,70,426 residential houses in the state This speaks of the 
housing problem in the state. The census furlhcr revealed that on 
the average 7 persons occupied each 'census house* whereas 4,393 
persons were houseless. The literacy rate (including 0-4 age group) 
was 26.89 per cent, and 26.44 per cent of the entire populace was 
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classed as workers. There were 867 females to 1000 males against 
932 : LOGO ratio for the country as a whole. The density of popu¬ 
lation in the state was 227 persons per sqare km. against the natio¬ 
nal density of 182 persons per square km. This density had increa¬ 
sed from 122 in 1961. 

Further analysis of the detailed data revealed some interesting 
results. The decenniat growth of population (1961-71) was maxi¬ 
mum in Hissar (40.48) per cent and minimum (22.20) per cent 
in M abending a rh district. The highest density (312) is found in 
the present district of Sonepat and lowest (150) in Bhiwani district. 
The sex ratio (females to one thousand males) was highest in the 
district of Mqhcndragarh (916) and lowest (846) in Gurgaon. The 
district of Jind had the highest percentage (89.03) of rural popula¬ 
tion while Karnal (79,45) had the lowest. In other words it meant 
that Karnal had the highest percentage (20-55) or urban population 
while Jj nd (10-97) had the lowest percentage of city and town 
dwellers. Among urban agglomerations Panipat had the highest 
density (11,323) and Ambala Cantonment (2.827) had the lowest 
urban density. As far as the housing in urban areas is concerned 
in cities or Karnal and Panipal there were 149 houses each for 
one thousand persons and presented an acute phase of the housing 
problem. In Ambala Cantonment the number of houses per 1000 
persons was 215. An analysis of religious groups revealed that 89.23 
per cent of the total population of state consisted of Hindus as 
against the country wide percentage of 82 72 per cent. Sikhs follo¬ 
wed the Hindus in percentage, They constituted 6,29 per cent of 
the Slate's total population against an all India figure of ].89 per 
cent. It may be recalled that most of the Sikhs in Haryany are the 
immigrants from Pakistan and their offsprings. Muslims came third 
in this order. About 4.04 percent of the people living in Haryana 
were Muslims against the national figure of 11.21 percent. Most of 
them belong to Mewat area of Haryana Before partition a large 
number of Muslims lived in the districts of Hissnr, R >hiak, Gur¬ 
gaon. Karnal. Ambala and Mahcndragarh. A large number of them 
migrated from all these areas except from Gurgaon In 1941 the 
district nf Hissnr, Rohlak, Kama! and Ambata had Muslim popu¬ 
lation of 2,85,208; 1,66,569; 304,346 and 2,68,999 respectively In 
1951 the numbers had fatten to 3,312: 2,562, 3.658 and 23,106 res¬ 
pectively in these districts. But the number of Muslims in Gurgaon 
district had fallen to 1,63,663 from 2. 85,992, Hence the present 
Muslim population in the state is mostly concentrated in Gurgaon 
district. 

On t hr ‘Work Front* district His&ir was at Ihe top with 28-62 
per cent of its total numbers classed as workers. Mahcndrngarh 
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was oil the lowest rung of the ladder with a figure of 23.06 per 
cent On the whole 66,7 per cent of all the workers were engaged 
in ihc primary economic activities of farming, fishing, forestry, 
hunting Ftid animal husbandary. About 49,1 per cent of the total 
workers were engaged as cultivators and 16,2 per cent as firm 
labourers leaving only 1.4 per cent engaged in other primary pur¬ 
suits, Out of the total workers 12 per cent were found to be wor¬ 
king in seconary sector, i e , in minjng-quntying construction, 
household industry and other industry. The rest of ihc 20 per 
cent of the workers were engaged in tertiary economic activities t 
i e. trade p commerce, transport, communications, storage and other 
services. Out of the total number of 2.\53,993 workers in the sate 
only ! t 12,416 were female workers. It means, only about 4 per cent 
among the workers were women. It sounds quite unreal that in 
agricultural state of Haryana where majority of the working-age 
women work shoulder to shoulder with men in the fields, percen¬ 
tage of women workers should emerge so low^ r [f we minutely 
analyse the methods of census operation then the reason behind 
this low percentage is self evident. In our villagers only that per¬ 
son is a cultivator who ploughs the field. Since ladies do not plough 
the fields they are not classed as cultivators. On the other hand 
only those female workers are categorised as 'Agricultural labour¬ 
ers* who work on fields other than their own and get wages. It 
means that all those women who work on their fields and carry 
on the operations like weeding, hoeing, thinning, reaping, thre¬ 
shing, winnowing, manuring, etc., arc nut classed as workers. In 
rural Haryana there is a lar^e number of such w omen w ho are 
unfortunately not classed as workers. Hence the number of female 
workers is bound to be low; 

We have already noted that the literacy rale in Haryana in 
1971 was 26.89 per cent. In the district-wise break up it was found 
that the district of Ambala had the highest literacy C35.54 percent) 
and the district of find (17,55 percent) had the lowest literacy 
rate. It is quite strange that district Rohtak with marimum edu¬ 
cational facilities did not top in literacy. The only plausible reason 
seems to be a large number of armed personnel stationed at 
Ambala Cantonment who carry almost a cent per cent literacy 
rate in accordance with our census requirements. On the other 
hand find with almost 90 per cent of its rural population is bound 
to show the lower literacy rate. As in all other rural ureas orTndia 
education has yet to moke a major breakthrough in the villages of 
Haryana, 

About 18.89 percent of the total population of Haryana con¬ 
sisted of scheduled castes. This was quite lower to the national 
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average. In the district wise break-up Hissar with 22-50 per cent 
of its scheduled caste population was at the top whereas Gurgaon 
with a figure of 15.53 percent was at the bottom. It is clear that 
Hindu society is more caste ridden than Muslims society. Because 
of a large number of Muslims living in Gurgaon the district had 
only 15.53 per cent of its population as scheduled castes. Haryana 
on the other hand has no scheduled tribes. 

Density and Distribution of population 

A look at the map showing density of population in Haryana 
reveals the interplay or various physical and economic factors that 
affect the population distribution al a place. The highest density of 
population was recorded in the tehsils of Ambala and Biillabhgarh. 
Ambala has a targe cantonment besides industrial progress being 
carried out in the city as well as Cantonment for tfe last two de¬ 
cades. Similarly Ballabhgarh has the largest industrial town of Har¬ 
yana. i. e. p Faridabad, where day-to-day leaping heavy industry i$ 
attracting more and more people. 

With the exception of Naniingarh tchsil (semi-hill chge infes¬ 
ted area) entire eastern Haryana has a good density or population 
ranging from 251 persons to 400 persons per square km. Besides 
the industrial towns of Jagadhri, V a mu nan agar, Panipat, Sonepat 
Rohtak, etc,, the belt includes one of the liest irrigated areas of 
Haryana, These areas have been receiving irrigation facilities much 
before Hliakra-Nanga] Canal system was laid out. In the far south 
of Haryana, in the district of Gurgaon the population is higher 
because of Muslims. Muslim law does not permit the practice of 
family planning, But it is happy to noie that Muslims of Ibis area 
have now voluntarily decided to give up the ancient and orthodox 
views in this regard, They have decided to observe family planning 
devices like all other sects of their coutrymen. This would prove to 
be of immediate benefit to Muslims themselves provided they arc 
educated properly about the benefits of a small family. 

Central Haryana with the exception of Bhiwani and Loharu 
tehsils showed a moderate density of population. Thi* is that area 
which received the greatest benefit from Bhakra-Nangal Canals 
system and other development projects during the decade 1961-71. 
Western Haryana, i. e., the tehsils ofDabwali, Sirsa, Fatchabad, 
Bhiwnni and l.oharu had the lowest density ranging from 100 to 
150 persons per square km. The Loharu tchsil had a density of 
only 98 persons. This bell showed Hitt density tower than the natio¬ 
nal density. The major cause of such a low density has been dry 
tropical climate, paucity of water, truancy of rainfall, infertile sand 
dominated soils, etc. 
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People and their Life 

The people of Haryana are straight forward, simple, hard* 
work ins:, enterprising and above all valiant del coders of mother¬ 
land. “Imbued with the philosophy of A'amta, ns adumbrated in 
the Holy Gila and seasoned in the thick of frequent battles and 
skirmishes, the people cT Haryana have developed certain distingui¬ 
shed trails of character, which mark them out from the rest of 
thdr country men. They constitute a virile race of sturdy fighters 
and indefatigable cultivators, wielding the sword with as much 
ski!! in limes of crises as they work the plough in times of peace. In 
fact, action is the key note of their character; Haryana is the state 
where action is. 1 ' 1 

Jats, Ahirs. Rajputs, Brahmins, Banks, Gujars, Meos and 
J-brijans are the major communities of Haryana. Since time imme¬ 
morial Ahirs. Jats, Gujars and Rajputs have been dominating this 
region. They not only dominated the agriculture, the major econo¬ 
mic activity in Haryana, since centuries but also excelled in the 
field of animal husbandry lor which Haryana is renowned in the co¬ 
untry as a whole. Above all they always remained in the forefront 
of India's First War of fndcpendaee and Freedom Struggte. Even at 
present they overwhelmingly outweigh all other communities in 
the armed forces of India. It is because of this reason that some 
people have been calling Haryana an Ajgar (a word coined with 
first syllables of these communities) state- tn fact they have defen¬ 
ded our frontiers like Ajgar and they are self respecting to this an 
extent that like an Ajgar they cannot tolerate any interference, 
powerful, pushing and having a dash of Ajgar they arc the real 
architects of modern developed Haryana. 

The Jats are the single largest group of Haryana nnd it is be¬ 
cause of their dominance that major tract of the state is often called 
as Jatriana or JataiT and the dialect spoken in that pan as Jatu 
Jats are said to be the descendants of Huns and Scythians, virile 
and brave tribes who entered India in the second century a c, 
driven by drought and famine in their homeland Central Asia. The 
progeny of inter racial marriage tOntral Asiatic soldiers getting 
married to Indian women) which proved to be more stronger and 
vigorous than its parents, as is the case with miscegenation or dis¬ 
tant communities, came to be known as Jats. In the words of Dr. 
M. S. Randhawa, a scholar of international fame, “Being a mixed 
race, the Jats have remained n heterodox People, and have 
escaped some of the evils of Hinduism such as rigidity of caste 

1 "Haryana— Land of Premise * Performance', «p. cil , p. 2- 
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system and fond taboos .. they also accept women from all castes 
in marriage and l heir tribe can be compared to the Ocean in which 
all the rivers merge and lose their identity. The custom of widow¬ 
hood is not known among them, as widow remarriage is allo¬ 
wed,-*. Moreover like Italian emigrant, whatever his interests and 
wherever he goes ( he never forgets ihe land, and sooner or later 
returns with his earnings to the village that bred him* In short it 
may be said that in the whole of India there is no finer raw material 
than the Jat... it would be difficult in any country to find a more 
remarkable combination of cultivator, colonialist emigrant and 
soldier/* It h a matter of great pride that Haryanvi Jat has been 
shunning a great social evil for which many reformist* (widow 
remarriage) spent their whole lives and met with little success. 
True to the Jat traditions of handwork, dash T drive and love for 
motherland, it was a Jat Chief Minister who with his dash and 
unde fat igable efforts took Haryana out of acute back ward ness, 
deep poverty, despondence and misery in a short span of time the 
parallel of w hich has yet to be witnessed in our country. The Jat 
Crhief Minister not only put an end to the administrative uhms and 
political instability in the state but took many successful strides jn 
the field of agriculture* road building, electrification, industrialize 
tlon + education, medical care and above all tourism. Hr worked 
miraculous wonders by turning a deficit slate into surplus one in 
a couple of years. Not going into the allegations of highhandedness, 
repression and dictatorship against him, he executed many plans 
aimed at Haryana's development. The rate of development then 
seen in Haryana remains unmatched so far, But when he turned 
his dash and drive towards dictatorship, authoritarianism and high 
handedness he had to exit the scene at the supreme will of his own 
people. 

The above cited origin as claimed by many historians is, how¬ 
ever, not acceptable to some Juts. A legand prevalent among Jat* 
speaks of their antiquity and it reveals their direct association of 
Jat Chief's with the heroes of Afahahhur^ta, On the other hand 
many Jats claim Themselves to be the offsprings of Rajputs. fc *They 
themselves claim to be of Rajput origin -md of the offspring of irre¬ 
gular Rajput marriages {Karewa) and maintain that their Rajput 
ancestors came from Malwa, Bikaner and Dhurangar, which lay to 
the cast, near the ancient Hastinapur, None of the clans has, or at 
any rate admits having any traditions, of its having come from ihc 
north-west. However, in spite of their uniform and persistent state¬ 
ments nn the subject, it seems impossible in The light of modern 
information, to accept their traditions as true/** 

2 Vcrma, D.C , op. r/l,, p. 50, 
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Sir George Campbell has similar views about lats as expressed 
by Dr; Randhctwa. In his opinion Jats have high morale and great 
physical power Prodigiously tenartCLGUs of their rights in the land 
they were very orderly an S wril behaved people. In fact in every 
way they are beyond doubt a line people, Jatv form a predominant 
proportion in the districts of Hissar, Bhtwaoi, Sirsa, Gurgaon* 
Sonepat, Karnal and Rohtak. 

The Rajputs were si lime the dominating force in India, War¬ 
riors par exceltance, dare devil, fierce, energetic* redoubtable, 
sturdy and robust the Rajputs have always formed the sword arm 
of India. This warrior race is quite self respecting and they never 
hesitate to do and die for she defence of their motherland. They 
are specially attached to their land. Because of ihrs reason Co], Tod 
is of the opinion that a Rajput can sacrifice his life but cannot 
part with a single inch of his land. Some people consider the Raj¬ 
put as aristocrat of the countryside. Even where the Rajputs do 
not dominate the numbers they command a respectable position. 

Rajputs claim themselves to be the descendants of ancient 
Kskatriyas. According to them they are the descendants of either 
Ramayaim hero Lord Rama or M.ihahhurata’s Lord Krishna, 
After them they are Surya Vmstti (Sun's dynasty} cr Chandra 
Vatnshi (Moon’s dynasty) respectively. A sect among them claims 
to be A&iVansltt i Fire's dynasty) Rajputs, who were bom out 
of the fine of Agni Yag?a performed by the great sage Vashisht at 
Mount Abu. But most of the historians describe them as a blended 
race like Tits In their opinion the intermarriages batween Kshatri- 
yas and incoming warrior clans like Scythians led to the birth of a 
new but virile and courageous race of Rajputs. Many of the Raj¬ 
puts were converted to Islam by fanatic Muslim kings like 
Aurangzeb, Tughlaqs and Khlljis. The Bhittis of Rhattiana tract 
are such an example, Mandhars* Chauham and Minfins arc other 
such examples, Even those who were converted to Islam possess 
their basic characteristics and form a good fighting force among 
Muslims. 

Rajputs in Haryana are mostly found in the districts of (Car¬ 
nal, Kumk&hctni, Anibala, Rohtnfc andGurgaon, Though Rajputs 
in Haryana air leas numerous than Jars but command a very res¬ 
pectable position especially in rural Haryana. At one time Raj¬ 
puts formed a base of Feudal society in rural Haryana* but now 1 
with the changed times they have lost that base. 

The Attirs constitute a considerable part or the population 
living in the districts of Mahendragarh, Gurgaon and Jhajjar teh- 
si I of Rohlak district. Because of their dominance in these parts 
the dike! used here is known as AhirwntL Some scholars are of the 
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opinion that word Alnr is the corrupted form or Sanskrit word 
Abhir which means "milk man’ or of the Mahir l Mahi means curd 
in Sanskrit), i. e., 'Curd man'. Ahirs who arc at present excellent 
agriculturists were also known as renowned dairy men in past. But 
A hits who call themselves Yadovas claim their origin to Lord 
Krishna who belonged to YaJu Vansh, i. e, Yadu dynasty. In that 
case their place of origin is said to be Mathura. Lord Krishna him¬ 
self used to graze a herd of cows on the banks of Yamuna in \rio- 
davan. When the Ahirs istablish their link with Lord Krishna who 
himself was a cow-breeder, it gives an air of plausibility to their 
claim- But some Ahirs and especially those found in the district of 
Rohtak claim their ancestorship with Rajputs and especially with 
the Chauhans of Kannauj. They say that they are the posterity from 
an illegal marriage (Jfartwa) or a great grandson of Priihvi Raj 
Chauhan. Widow remarriage which is unheard of among Rajputs is 
practised by Ahirs like Juts. Ahirs of Haryana are orderly* frugal, 
laborious and courageous people. 

Ahirs are also known for their contribution in India’s First 
war of Independence. Rao Tula Ram and his cousin Rao Ki&han 
Gopal raised the banner of revolt against British in 1857. Rao 
Birendra Singh a descendant of Rao Tula Ram headed the govern¬ 
ment in Haryana in very turbulent and instable environment in the 
>ear 1967. He was the second Chief Minister of Haryana after 
Pandit Bhagwat Dyal Sharma who in turn ruled the state barely 
For thirteen days after |967 elections. Rewari is the stronghold or 
Ahirs in Haryana, 

The Gujars are another brave people of Haryana after Rajputs, 
lats and Ahirs. Quite robust and sturdy as they appear, it is 
difficult in differentiate them from other virile races of Haryana. 
]n the past Gujars have been pastoral nomads. In their wanderings 
they had to pass through many thicks and thins. I o protect their 
cattle herds and mobile belongings they had to he adept in sword 
and arms. This continued practice on their part made them masters 
of battle tracts. Gujars are also said to be the immigrants from 
Cental Asia, tn their wanderings they found only the region of 
present Gujarat Quite peaceful and conducive for the furtherance 
of their pastoral pursuits. Therefrom they migrated to many places 
in India. According to Cunningham the names of cities like Guja¬ 
rat, Gujjaranwala and Gujarkhan (all in Pakistan now) have ihcir 
close association with Gujar tribe. Originally pastoral nomads. 
Gujars have now started settling as agriculturists m many parts of 
northern India though they carry on their dairy activities also side 
by side. In Haryana the Gujars have settled in Khadar area where 
because of assured irrigation and fertile soil they could hope to 
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become good cultivators with lesser labuur and strain. 

The Meat are the inhabitants of Mcwut region comprising of 
the hilt country (Aravalis) of Gurgaon (Haryana!, A|war and Bha- 
ratpur (Rajasthan) districts. In Haryana the Meos dominate in 
Ferozcpnr Jhirka tehsil and western parts of Nah lehsil in Gurgaon. 
Like BhaUis they are said to be Rajputs In the past but fell prey to 
Muslim atrocities and tn the times of Qutab-ud-din Aibek they 
y^gj-g forcefully converted to Islam. But many scholars refute this 
origin and assert that Meos are the descendants of some non-Aryan 
trihe probably Bhils who at one time lived in the then dense forests 
of Mewat. Col. Tod is ofthe view that raslnees in the Amvlis is 
called A/i'h'jjio. to which Minhas, K-Ojis and others make their 
retreat, According to Tod Minhas once dominated Jaipur and those 
who were converted to Islam because of one reason or other are 
called as Meos. "In manners, customs, habits and general attitu¬ 
des they have much in common with other agricultural tribes of 
the area, the Jats, the Rajputs and the Ahirs. As a people, they 
are daring and full of spirit of adventure,... It has been said about 
the Meos that they arc neither Hindus nor Muslims; they are happy 
blend ofthe two.' They celebrate Hoii and many other Hindu 
festivals. They observe the feasts of both but fasts of none. On the 
occasion or marriage, birth and other ceremonies. Hindu customs 
and practices arc observed." 3 This shows that they cherish their 
Hindu descent and lead their lives mostly like Hindus. No doubt 
many or the Meos migrated to Pakistan but they found themselves 
as misfit in that bigot and orthodox Muslim dominated country 
and majority of them were forced to come back to their ancestoral 

land. ,. . 

The Brahmans, though outnumbered by many other,commum- 

ties have been holding a very prestigious position in Haryana as 
dsewhem in India. This priestly class enjoyed the top position in 
the caste hierarchy of our nation. They have dominated the social 
and religious order or our society for a long time. Claiming their 
descent from the mouth of Brahma they have woven a divine aura 
around themselves. In Haryana they have shown such orthodoxy 
that even in the present changed environment they have shown a 
negligible degree of flexibility. Brahmans of Haryana and especially 
those living m villages and even those in urban areas with strong 
attachment to the countryside continue to suck to old practices, 
Mnm of them do not dine with other communities like Rajputs, 
Jats Ahirs etc. nor do they smoke with them. Other communities 
do not have an easy access to their kitchen, If some person of 


3 Ibid . p. CO. 
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other caste than their own gets a chance to dine in their home, 
he has to clean his own utensils also. Not only this even they reco¬ 
gnise higher and lower status among different (Gor/as) sects of 
their own caste* For example Gaur Brahmans consider themselves 
superior to all other Brahmans and do not freely mix with Sorsut 
Brahmins who are less strict in their caste habits Tages^ L e,. those 
who gave up their priestly profession to take to agriculture do 
not enjoy a very prestigious position among so called higher Brah¬ 
mans of Haryana. What an irony that those who look U> active 
economic activities arc looked down upon by the so called high 
Brahmans who in the course oi time had become social parasites. 

People in Haryana lead a simple life and inspi re of about 
thirty years of ‘seir rule' wedded to "new look' towards life, majo¬ 
rity or the people in rural areas cling to age old practices, social 
and caste taboos as also in superstitions, and age old beliefs. Hary¬ 
ana where the reformist movements like Arya Samaj had a deep 
impact on the life of people, finds many changes averse to the pub¬ 
lic health. In this region of milk and ghee w here diet overwhel¬ 
mingly consisted of nutrients in the form of mi Ik-products, people 
have unexpectedly headed towards non-vegetarian food and liquor. 
On (he other hand the old BifadriPemchayats have been replaced by 
modern Panchayats. The old Biradri Panchayais exercised a moral 
authority of villagers whereas the new Panchayats have given birth 
to village strifes and ri salaries* No doubt after delayed expect ions 
the Pan cheats have become the medium of spreading some infra¬ 
structure needed For the economic uplift of the village masses yet 
the spontaneous feeling of cooperation among the village folk has 
vanished. But it is bound to be there. Economic prosperity and 
affluence have flourished every where in the world at the cost of 
age old cherished virtues and values Who does not Find even worst 
consequences or affluence in West ? The so-called most cultured, 
civilized and advanced race is still continuing the much hated 
policy of apartheid Lakhs oF Asiatic immigrants who have helped 
in over-powering the 'labour crisis' in England are being disho- 
nouredp hooted, shouted upon and even being massacred by the 
protagonists of equality and followers of Christ. Examples can 
be multiplied to show the bad results of economic progress. In that 
case the position in our countryside is much more comforlabtc. 

Public Health 

A sound mind lives in a sound body, and today not only 
Haryana but all the forward looking states need sound minds as 
well as sound bodies. A sound and healthy physique is as necessary 
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to face the odds and rigours of modern living as an alert and agile 
mind. 

With dilapidated hospital buildings, ill equipped and ill-stalled 
hospitals, almost non-existent specialists’ services, Haryana at the 
timeofits formation had the health services of a rudimentary 
stage. Per capita allocation on health and medical facilities was 
only Rv 4.60 and per capita. allocation on heatth and medicines 
was barley 21 paise. There were facilities for (he treatment or 
only 5,188 'minor patients alt over the state. The Haryana Govern¬ 
ment minutely studied the recommendations of Mudaliar and Bhore 
Committee and sat down to draft and impliment a comprehensive 
health policy. It was decided ihut 5 per cent of the public savings, 
if invested in health projects would speedily take the state toils 

desired goals. As a result of sustained c(Torts the year 1974-75 saw 
the consolidation of achievements in the field ofhealth and medical 
care. By that year the per capita allocation on health-medical 
facilities as will as medicines had increased to Rs. 10.16 and paise 
89 respectively. The number of brds in hospitals and dispensaries 
had been increased to 7.455 from a number or 5188 in l%6. Den¬ 
tal services have been provided at district and sub divisional hos¬ 
pitals. Sixty-one medical institutions had been provided with x-my 
facilities. Tuberculosis clinics were set up at Tohana and Loharu. 
New Hospital buildings were erected in lour towns. 

During the last financial year (1976-77) two referral hospitals 
and five primary health centres were being planned and executed. 
Medical College, Rohlak lias been developed into a first-rate insti¬ 
tution along with a 900 bed hospital. So that the benefits of 
planned progress and development prove more and mote fruitful 
the state has launched a family planning drive on a mass scale. The 
government is now adopting persuasive methods. Earlier during 
emergency many excesses are said to have been committed in the 
field of family planning. The excesses along with many other high¬ 
handed activities and authoritarian rule on the instance of Ch. 
8ansi Lat caused total rout of Congress in Haryana in recent 
Parliamentary elections. 

Public Education 

A society, a race or a nation which desires to come out of 
the shackles of backwardness, despondency and poverty has first 
of all to get enlightenment, A nulion is enlightened only through 
a systematic, scientific and disciplined system of education. Educa¬ 
tion is the real foundation and defence of a nation. Like defence, 
education should be the main concern of a welfare state. No prog- 
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kss . jv possible unless the executioners and hcnelicerics of a plan or 
project are properly educated. Those who advocate the inclusion of 
Education in Central List are the real well-wishers of Jndia, though 
misunderstood at present. Let us hope that the steps to make Edu¬ 
cation a concurrent subject would ultimately lead it to become a 
Central subject sooner or later. 

Haryana where the famous scriptures and epics of Hindus were 
composed, steeped low in the field of education gradually and fell 
prey to foreign aggressors. The long period of foreign domination 
reduced the once enlightened people to ignorance. Though after 
Independence steps were taken to take the torch of learning in all 
parts of Punjab but the tract which now forms Haryana had not 
sufficient number of educational institutions. At the time of the 
birth or new state of Haryana it had only one University at Kuru- 
kshetra, which too had been established to pursue research in the 
vedie and Sanskrit learning Slowly and gradually some other dis¬ 
ciplines were added to its programme but its mu It t- faceted develop¬ 
ment initiated only after the birth of Haryana. Once only a leach¬ 
ing University, it became an affiliating University on 1 July 1974 
when all the 110 Haryana Colleges were affiliated to this Univer¬ 
sity. With effect from 1976-77 academic session the University has 
also introduced postal courses at undergraduate level, On the other 
hand another University has started functioning at Rohlak with 
effect from 1976. Hissar had a veterinary college but now the town 
houses a full fledged Agricultural University. This scat of higher 
learning and research has led to Green as well as White revolution 
in the State, 

On its formation Haryana had 8,21 lakh, 2.81 lakh, 1.07 lakh 
and 0.36 lakh students in Primary, Middle, High, higher Secondary 
Schools, and College classes respectively. By now the figures 
have registered increase at the rate of 30 per cent, 44 per cent, 100 
and 160 per cent respectively, The number of schools and colleges 
has also gone up tremendously. The number of colleges which 
stood at 47 in May 1968 has touched the figure at 117. The number 
of high and higher secondary schools has reached 1106 mark wher¬ 
eas it stood at 713 only in May 1968. Out of the 6,731 villages 
about 5,300 have their own primary schools. In the case of women 
education the state is taking long strides. The women literacy which 
stood at 9.2 pet cent in 1961 has risen to 14.9 per cent in 1971. 

In accordance with (he welfare policies of the Sate, education 
upto middle standard is frees for every body whereas the scheduled 
caste students get free education in the form of stipends and free 
ships upto College and University levels. Textbooks and stationery 
materials are sold to sttldent$ at controlled rates and free textbooks 
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are ulso distributed among the scheduled easts students- 

Social Welfare 

Human society has always been leaping ahead. Every social 
tradition carries one or the other social evil in it which affects ad¬ 
versely the social order. It is an indeliiible process of the social 
change and reform. Sometimes the process of change is so gradual 
and slow that it seems to be a stationary society. But a time comes 
when the rate of social reform assumes such a velocity that it 
shakes the entire society. This happens only when it succeeds an 
economic revolution because without economic uplift social uplift 
is not possible. 

Haryana has rightly realised the fact that strength of the chain 
is best tested by its weakest link. Inspired by the ideal and cheri¬ 
shed goal of a welfare stale Haryana, has systematically endea¬ 
voured to effect improvements in the lot of specially, physically and 
economically handicapped persons. The department of Social Wel¬ 
fare deals both with the curative and preventive aspects of Public 
Welfare, Homes for the Winds, After Care homes for astray gone 
youth. Home for the aged and infirm. Bal Kalyan Centrex (Children 
Welfare Centres), Mahila Kalyan Kendras (Women Welfare Cent¬ 
res), Ortheopedic Cenlrc. Welfare Centres for the wives and depen¬ 
dants of martyrs, etc., arc some of the institutions that have made 
a humble start towards public welfare. 

Recently the allotment of house plots to landless harijans, 
tilling land to landless harijnn farmers, etc., are the further steps 
laker by the Government in the field of social welfare. All said 
and done, mush remains to be done in this field, I he government 
also aids some of the privately managed institutions aiming at pub¬ 
lic welfare. No doubt begging has been banned in Haryana, yet 
beggars can be seen at many places. Steps shall have to be taken 
to settle them in lire and pul an end to (heir bad habit of living on 
alms only and turning deaf ears to plans aimed at their welfare. 


CHAPTER 

7 


Travel and Transport 


Haryana known as the land of highest cultural significance, holds 
great fascination for the tourists. The land is strewn with numerous 
holy places, archeological sights and historical interests. Abound¬ 
ing in ancient monuments the state provides may places of sight 
seeing and tourist attractions. Tourism, however, is essentially a 
modern concept. People all over the world have shown curiosity 
and eagerness to know and sec places and people in other parts oT 
ihc world. On the other hand in the present era of communal 
strifes, region;)] parochialism and disintegration tourism is not only 
the best means of promoting national and emotional integral ion but 
also of creating international goodwill and stimulating foreign 

trade. 

At the time of its inception Tourism in the modern sense did 
not exist at all in Haryana inspite or the fact that this slate aboun¬ 
ded in places of religious, archeological and historical importance. 
Though the new slate tried its hands at tourism yet much develop¬ 
ment was not seen for about three years. The completion of Bada- 
khal lake and Suraj Kund complexes in the vicinity of national 
capital by the end of 1969-70 gave a spurt to tourist industry in 
Haryana. The state's nearness to Delhi has been a significant fac- 
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tor in the growth and development «f its tourism. The tourists 
visiting Delhi often love to go out to some suburban tourist com¬ 
plex to enjoy peaceful atmosphere away from the humdrum atmos¬ 
phere prevailing in the busy metropolis. Keeping this factor in view 
the tourist development gathered a momentum in 1970-71 and since 
then it is taking long strides in quick succession. Besides the abo ,r 
cited two completes, the state has created many tourist attractions 
in the form of Sultan pur Bird Sanctuary, ILissar Deer Park, 
Uchana Lake Complex near Kamal, renovated Pinjore complex 
with a mini Zoo, Sohna Sulphur Springs Complex, Tajcwala, Pipit* 
Hat hi Kund* Murni Hills that have been developed in recent past. 
The tourists are provided with alt basic amenities at reasonable 
cost. Now the authorities have started renovating all the places of 
religious and historic importance also, so that the tourists by visiting 
these places besides enjoying sight seeing should also have a peep 
in the cultural heritage of this great land. The following places in 
this respect deserve mention here. 

Kurukshetra 

Kumkshetra in ancient times was not a town but a region lying 
in between the streams of Saraswati and Dri^hdwali, in which be¬ 
sides the present town of Kurukshetra the places like Thancsar, 
Ami n, Pshowa, Jind, Sahdon F KailhaT, etc hT were included. This 
tract was also called as Brahmvaria or Dharm-Kshetrp or Nar- 
dak. By Nardak was meant the land without troubles f Nardukb. 
i.e.* without dukh ), The Chinese travel let Heun Tsang has also 
culled it a land of comforts. Relating to Sun, Lord Shiva and 
Mahabharaia 3b0 pilgrimage spots are located in this region. 
Watered by Saraswati the region was also called Saraswat. At a 
distance of JO km. from the present town of Kurukshetra is locat¬ 
ed A ini n (corrupted form of Abhinwiyupur) where Arjuna's son 
Abhimanyu was killed by Jaydrath. At a distance of five km, is 
Banganga where before killing Jaydrath Arjuna took re$L Legend 
goes that he got the Ganga pierced trough the earth with the help 
of his arrow. Bhbhum Kund in dose vicinity is another spot where 
Arjuna once again got the Gangs pierced through the surface of 
the earth with his arrow to quench the thirst of Bhisham Pitamaha 
then lying on a death bed of pointed arrows, Asthtpur a ncaby spot 
is that place where the mortal remains of Mahabhirat? i artyrs 
were consigned to flames. 

At present the town of Kurukshetra is the district * cadquar- 
ters of the district i f the same natne. The Kumkshetra University 
is a bo located here. A Gurukul Vidyavshar* founded by Swami 
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ShradhAHiinda about four decades ago is a ho here which imparts 
instruction in accordance with vcdic system. Kumkshetra pool, 
Sanjuyuhat pool, Sthoneshwar pool are some of the important bat 
hittg tanks here. Kurukshetra is more of a pilgrimage centre than a 
picnic spot where lakhs of Hindus come for having a bath on every 
solar eclipse. 

Kaithal 

The town of Kaithal is about 48 km. south-west of Karnul. 
The town is said to have been founded by Yudhishtra the eldest 
Pandava of Mahabharata fame and is also associated with the 
Monkey General Ha mu man of Rama the Kamayan hero. Because 
of its association with Han Liman it was known as KapteiFtttla or 
Kovitala m Sanskrit literature. Kaithal appears to be the corrupt¬ 
ed form of JCffv/fafa. A temple dedicated to the sacred memory of 
p Anjani ¥ mother of Hanuman is built here. 

During the Sultanate regime Kaithal was a significant station. 
Tamerlane or Timur while marching towards Delhi in a d. 1398 
halted here. Probably he saw Brahmans performing Hawan here 
and thus got an impression that people of this area worshipped lire. 
In Akbar's times the city was renovated and he got a fortress built 
here. When Sikhs gained control over Surhind in a.d. 1764, the 
Kaithal area came under the control of Bhai Dcsa Singh in a t d* 
1767. The last Sikh occupant Rhai LJJai Singh a scholarly figure 
died issueless on 15 March 1843. Thereafter the British occupied 
the place and made it a district* But in a.d. 1862 the area was 
merged in Kama! district. Currently it forms the part of Kurukshe- 
tra district. Kiiitbal contains the tombs of many Muslim saints, 
the one that of Sal ah-u din Bakshi being the oldest and promi¬ 
nent. Two gumdwaras in memory of Guru Tcgh Bahadur also 
decorate this place. A neem tree in one of the Gurdwara is said to 
be of Guru's time- 

Thants nr 

About 4 km. west of Kuruksheira h situated Thanesar (corru¬ 
pted form of Sthaneshwar) a famous Hindu pilgrimage centre where 
the worship of Sktva-tfagn started fust of aEL Some people opine 
that the Shiva temple here is the oldest in our country where 
Aryan and Dravudian cultures were integrated. Ns cun Tsang lived 
here for many years and Van Bhalt had a meeting with King 
Harsh Vardhana at this place. Thanesar was the capital of renow¬ 
ned Hindu King Marsha Vardhana. Legend also goes that the ance¬ 
stor of Kaurav-Pandavas, Kuru meditated here on the banks of 
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SuraswatL II was here that Parshuram put many Kshatriyas to 
death with bis axe. The place is also said to have been associated 
with Dadhiehi another legendary figure. The old fort, which is now 
completely ruined, is said to have been got built by King Dalip an 
ancestor of Kura. 

Mehmood Ghazanvi laid waste this place by way of his loot 
and plunder in A.n, 1014, The place was resettled by the time of 
Sikandar Lodhi. In the month of April 1567. Akbar the greatest of 
Mughal Fmperors is said to have visited this place on the occasion 
of solar eclipse. Mullan Ahmad, a Muslim writer alleges that in 
Akbar’s time the Hindus demolished a mosque standing in the 
lank and replaced it with a temple. This seems to be far from 
truth. Thanesar has been a holy place of Hindus much before the 
arrival of Muslims in India. The tank also belongs to the ancient 
time. It is possible that the tank in ancient times contained a 
Hindu temple which might have been replaced by a mosque by 
Muslims during their hay day. At a later stage Hindus might have 
wreaked vengeance by replacing it by a temple. Aurangzeb in his 
times got the temple demolished and got a fortress built ihere as a 
strategic point to shoot Hindu pilgrims. It is still known as 
Mughal Island’. The Sikhs occupied this place in 1764 but Britis¬ 
hers occupied it in 1850. Till 1867 Thanesar was a district when it 
was attached to Kama! district. 

According to Vamanpuran the leprosy suffering King Vena got 
relieved from this ailment after taking a bath in the tank at Thane¬ 
sar. Many people still believe that a bath in this tank relieves one 
from many skin deseases. 

Pchowa 

The town of Pshown is situated 12 km. from Thanesar on the 
kft bank of SaraswatL The ancient name of the town was Prithu- 
daka mea ing ‘pool or Prithu’. The tank here is said to have been 
pot built by Prnhu the son of King Vena. Two inscriptions dating 
to the concluding years of nineth century a.d. reveal that Pdiowa 
once belonged to the domain of Kanauj under King Bhoj and his 
successor Mahendrnpal. One or the inscriptions also points towards 
the existence of a magnificent Vishnu temple got built by one of 
the Tumar kings, which might have completely been effaced by 

Muslims at a later stage-The present shrines seem to have been 

erected during the last two centuries only. Legend also goes that 
renowned sage Vishwamitra was decorated with the honour of 
Brarmhrishi at Pehowa. When Sikhs gained control over this region 
Pchowa was occupied by Blui Kainlhal, who besides beautifying 
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this holy place also got built a palace here, which was turned into 
a rest house at a later stage. Bhai Kainthal died tssuless and the 
Britishers forcefully occupied Pehowa in a.D, 1843. During the days 
of their power Marat has also got erected shrines dedicated to cod- 
dess Saraswali and Prithudakcshwar the god of war. Two guru- 
dwaras in the memory of Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind Singh 
also add charm to the place. 

Sirs* 

One of the oldest towns of Haryana Sirsa or Sarsa is the 
district headquarter at present, Some people associate it with the 
ancient town of Shairiskka mentioned in Mahahharata. Others 
still associate it with the name of ancient king Saras but no such 
ruler linds mention cither in ancient Indian history or legends. 
Still others are of the opinion that. "Sirsa is named after the Shi- 
rish Ban, a large forest once existed here. The place was founded 
by clearing this forest.'’* 

Tamerlane in the year a.d. 1398 occupied Sirsa after devasta¬ 
ting The Bhatner fort. From this place he proceeded to Delhi 
through Samana. In the times of Sher Shah Suri, Sirsa came under 
the control of Jodhpur house but in eighteenth century the Bhatli 
Rajputs dominated the scene here. In the year 1774 King Amar 
Singh of Patiala won Sirsa from Bhattis to be returned to them 
after 7 years on reaching an agreement with them. In the devasta¬ 
ting famine of a,d. 1783 the tow'n was completely destroyed and 
deserted. Britishers got the town forcefully added to their domain 
in 1818 attar defeating the Bhalti ruler Nawab Zabta Khan, In 
1838 a new town to the north-east of the exiting tottering town was 
settled by Captain Throsby, An old Hindu fort and temple are 
located here. 

Hissar 

The birth place of Sher Shah Suri the supptanter of Humayun 
and one of (he representative towns of real Haryana, Hissar was 
founded by Feroze Shah Tughlaq in a.i>, 1352. Tnfact he erected □ 
large fort known* as Firaze-i-Hissar ithe fort of Feroze). The city 
was developed slowly and gradually in and around this fort and it 
came to be known ns only Hissar. The nearby town of Fatehabad 
was also Founded by the Tughlaq ruler in the name of his son 
Fateh Khan. After the foundation of this fort the king realised the 
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scarcity of water here. Hence the ruler got the canals excavated 
from Yamuna and Ghaggar to fetch water for this place. 

Babur, the founder of Mughal rule in India gifted the town of 
Hissar to his son Humayun. No significant incident took place here 
in Mughal regime. With the weakening of Mughal empire after the 
deaih of Aurangzeb the Sikhs started having skirmishes with the 
Muslim Bhatti Nazims of Hissar. In 1754. Baba Alla Singh of the 
Phu I ikian mi sal succeeded in ousting Muslim control and himself 
occupied Hissar, But due to the severe famine of 1783 Sikhs with¬ 
drew from Hissar. In the concluding decade of eighteenth century 
Hissar came under the control of Irish adventurist Geogre Thomas 
the self styled ‘Haryana King'. When Britishers emerged victorious 
in Brilisher-Maratha conflict they came to control the strategic 
town of Hissar in A,d. 1803. 

The minarets of Jama Mesjid, Feroze Shah's palace, the 
summer house outside the fort. Ashoka pillar, Chalis Hafiz tomb 
and Bhnlashah's mosque are the historical monuments of Hissar. 
Madhuban park and iTeer park are places of sight seeing here. The 
Haryana Agricultural University housed in this town has taken 
many strides for the agricultural and dairy development of Har- 
gfljia A mini secretariat has also been added here. Many indus¬ 
trial units are fast developing on the Hansi Road in this town 
which houses a Cotton Textile Mill also. 


Hinsl 

Famous for its milk-sweets (especially pare) the town of Hansi 
played a significant role in the mediaeval history of this region. 
Many political conflicts were bom and bred here. One or (he ear¬ 
liest engagements between invading Mohammad Gauri and defen¬ 
ding Rajput hero Prithvi Raj Cluiuhan Look place near HansL 
Mughals had an important administrative unit at Hansi. The 
self styled Haryana king, (he Irish adventurist George T homas, after 
deserting Marathas and Begum Samru of Sardinia carved out a 
small kindom for himself willi its capital at Hansi. He fortified the 
town of Hansi and also erected many buildings to house his civil 
and military administration. 

Nam id 

Narnaul seems to be an ancient town but its origin and ancient 
names are still shrouded in mystry. According to a folk tale Nar¬ 
naul town belongs to Mahabharata times, then known as Sar- 
Rashtra. It is narrated in Mahabharat that enroute to Chambal 
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Valley from Hastinapur, the youngest Pandeva Sahdev gained con¬ 
trol over this town. According to another tale this town was foun¬ 
ded after clearing dense forests abounding with lions, Hence it 
came to be known as Na.har^naul (the fear of lions) or Nahar-haul 
(abode oT lions) which gradually came to be known as ‘Narnaul’ 
with the passage of time. Some people say that while founding 
this town, with the earth work a nop (scrpanll and a ncot (mon¬ 
goose) came out fighting. The builders who were still hunting a 
name for the founding city at once named it as ‘Nagnecl which was 
later on corrupted to‘Namaul’. StjlJ one more folktale associates 
the town with king Naunkar of Bikaner who got this town built 
and named it after the name of his wire Namaul. 

In the beginning the town was controlled by Jogis who per¬ 
formed many miracles. Later on till the advent oT Islam, Rathaur 
Rajputs ruled the town and adjacent area. A Muslim saint Hazrat 
Turkman came and settled here in the third decade of twelfth cen¬ 
tury a.d. The Rathaurs had many skirmishes with the compani¬ 
ons of Turkman, who himself was killed in a.d. 1137. Turkman 
is worshipped as a martyr among Muslims. In his memory his 
tomb in the heart of the town has been visited by thousands of 
Muslim pilgrims even in the past. From the limes of liiuimish 
Namaul came under the control of Muslims. But it has also been 
a scene of plunder at many times at the hands of neighbouring 
Muslim jagirdars. 

Narnaul is also closely related with the Sur-Afghans. Shtr 
Shah Suri's grandfather Ibrahim Khan came here first. He got the 
town of Namaul and surrounding villages from the then adminis¬ 
trator of Feroze-i Hissar to meet the expenses of his forty horsemen. 
After his death Hassan Khan, father of Shcrshah Sun, the suppla- 
nater of Humayun. become the Jagirdar of Narnaul. After the se¬ 
cond battle of Paniput Afcbar gifted this Jagir to Shah Quli Khan 
Mehram who had arrested Hemu, the warrior-general of Rewuri 
who would hive defeated Akbar with his valour and strategy but 
for a chance arrow that struck him in his eye. In 1562 some Mus¬ 
lim Sardars or Narnaul conspired against Akbar, but ultimely 
leakage of their plan stood in their way. 

In Akbar's time Narnaul had developed into a mint, To effect 
reforms in mint Akbar visited Narnaul along with Todar Ma| and 
Khwaja Shah Mansur. The Jatatl Coin was issued by Akbar from 
Niirnnu!- Birbal also used to visit this town, Btrkals Chhatta stands 
till this day reminding the visits of Birbuf. one of the nine jcwals 
of G reat Mughal, Akbar. During the time of Aurangzeb the 
Satnami sadfms revolted against the su press ion caused by the 
Muslim Jagirdar. The revolt took the form of a serious communal 
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riot, Satnamis after killing the Muslim Faujdar occupied the town. 
The imperial forces stationed there look to their heels. To quell 
this riot Aurangzeb himself had to coma with a large contingent. 

With the disintegration of Mughal empire after the death of 
the last Great Mughal. Auranczeb, a Thakur of Jaipur annexed 
N:irnaul, but soon he lost it to the French General Du-Buaeon. At 
a later stage Murtza than Bltaraich got the JjgirJari of Nar- 
naul. In his lineage Nawab Abdur Rehman, Nawab of Jhaijar 
raised the banner of revolt against the British in 1857. After the 
sad failure of First War of Indian i tide pend a nee, he along with 
some of his co-patriots was hanged, Narnaul, thereafter, was 
gifted to the Patiala ruler, Maharaja Manrider Singb for rendering 
loyalist services to the Britishers. 

Narnaul is repleate with historical mounments like Ibrahim 
Khan Suri's tomb. Dargah Turkman, Saras Mukand Das, Pobian- 
waJi mosque, Dargah Sheikh Miron, Takht watt Baoii, Shah Qtili 
Khan’s tomb. Hargopal talab, Shah Quit Khan’s Jal Mahal, 
Pallian di masjid, Chhatta Rai Mukand and Chhatta Birbal. Dur¬ 
ing archeological exenvai ion> a Jain temple has been found 
beneath a mosque. It means that during the Mughal period and 
especially during Aurangzeb's lime the Jain temple was buried 
underground and a mosque built on the resultant surface. 

About eight km. west of the town is located the Dhosi hillock. 
On the top of this hill a saucer shaped plain surface is strewn with 
the ruins of a hill fortress, probably built by King Naunkarn or 
Bikaner. A temple dedicated to Chavtut Rlshi has also been decora¬ 
ting the hill peak- In the memory of C Hawaii Ridii tin annual fair 
is held here. Born in Bhrfgu dynasty Chowan is said to be the 
founder of ’Bhargava' sect. The Bhargavas of Haryana are also 
known as Dhosar. The warrior-genera I Hemu was a Dhosar 
banian, 

Pinjore 

On the Delht-Simla highway about 20 km. from Chandi- 
garh and about three km. short of Kalka is located Pin jure 
cm i he confluence of Kaushalya and Jhajjar, the tributaries of 
Ghaggar stream. Pinjore is said to he an ancient historic and reli¬ 
gious place. It is also said that in ancient times Pinjore was one of 
the earliest Aryan settlement, which was razed to the ground and 
buried beneath by the vagaries of time.'! he ancient stone statues 
and other stone works excavated here point towards the antiquity 
of Pinjore, Pinjore is also associated with five Paiidava brothers 
who enroote to Himalaya for their exile, stayed here for some 
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time ti was then Panchpur which gradually corrupted to Pinjore. 

The earliest mention of Pinjore in history (not legend ) is found 
in Rcruni's ‘Al-Hind* and Minhaj Siraja’s *Tabqat-e-Nasiri. In the 
thirteenth century Pinjore formed a part of Sirmur state- the pic¬ 
turesque and charming scenry of Pinjore attracted lltutmish who 
snatched it from the Sirmur King and demolished the Hindu shrines 
and lank. Sultan Nasir-ud-din plundered the riches of Pinjore in 
a.d. 125-1 and was again laid waste by Tamerlane in a.D- 1339 on 
his w ay back from Delhi. 

In Aurangzeb's time Fidai Khan, the son or Jahangir’s wet 
nurse annexed it from the Sirmur ruler and settled down here. 
Fond of landscaping and lover of beauty, Fidai Khan started deve¬ 
loping a large garden on the pattern or ‘Shalimar garden' got desi¬ 
gned by Jahangir in Srinagar. In the garden he also got erected 
some buildings which are charming till this day, 1 he seventeenth 
century historian Munshi Sujan Rni Bhandari in his book ‘Khitlasa- 
tu-iwarikh (a.p. 1696) writes that in Pinjore there existed a large 
and magnificent ‘Bhima Devi Temple*. It seems that towards the 
end of his regime Auratigieb got this temple demolished and des¬ 
troyed. However, at a later stage a small temple under the old 
name has been built here. 

Fidai Khan could not stay for long here. The King of Sirmur 
through the Raja of Bhowna was trying his best to regain the con¬ 
trol over Pinjore. "He (Fidai Khan) requested the Raja to send 
his harem to the garden for an interview with his wives. The Raja 
sent such of his female servants as had their throats swollen with 
goiire. The Khan’s wives were terrified on hearing that the climate 
bred such a disease. Fidai Khan deserted the place."- This way 
Pinjore along with ‘Mughal garden 1 passed into the hands of Sir¬ 
mur ruler but the Sirmur state could not continue its control over 
Pinjore in the wake of attacks by neighbouring chiefs. Hence 
Maharaja Amar Singh of Patiala bought Pinjore and adjoining land 
from Sirmur In a d. 1775, 

At present Pinjore is a part of Haryana. The Haryana govern¬ 
ment have renamed the garden as ’Yadvindfa Gardens* in the me¬ 
mory ol late Yadavindra Singh the last ruler of Patiala State and 
Raj Pratmikh of PEPSU. The terraced garden has been renovated 
and beau lifted. A children park, a mini zoo and fruit orchard are 
the added attractions of this spot of picnic and tourist attraction. 
The small town of Pinjore has also been industrialised. One of the 
units of Hindustan Machine Tools is working here, The Surajpur 
Cement Factory is also located near Pinjore. 
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Pan ip at 

The birth place of famous Urdu poet Altaf Husain Ttali\ 
Panipat is that town of antiquity where in recent history the fate of 
India was decided by swords and arms, Panipat is said to be one 
or those five pals (settlements) which w ere demanded by Five 
Pandavas from Duryodhan, as a minimum price of maintaining 
peace, in case the latter was not prepared to ghe them their due 
rightful share of Kindom. But Duryodhan declined to part with 
even an inch of land and his refusal led to the great Mahabharata 
war. Some historians are of the view that Panipat is about 34 cen¬ 
turies old. Sir Sayyad Ahmad Khan in his vvarkTwir Sanadid 
writes that this town was founded by King Dundpatii in ac. 707. 
This is also possible that Panipat of Mahabharata might have 
degenerated to a mere village with the passage of time and Daud- 
pani rebuilt a town here. 

The ruins of archeological importance strewn in the town reveal 
its antiquity. Some historians arc of the view that some king named 
Arjuna had his castle here with fifteen gates. The old coins and 
cither archeological finds establish the links and commercial associ¬ 
ation with Persians. On 21 April 1526; 5 November 1556 and 14 

January 1761 the fate oflndia was decided and that of Hindu 
rulers sealed in three historic battles fought in the battlefield of 
Panipat. In the first two battles the Mughab who had come from 
Mongolia succeeded in completly establishing their stronghold.With 
the third battle Britishers who had come in India for ‘trade ard not 
territory' emerged empire builders' from 'merchants’ because Mar¬ 
at has and Afghans (under Durrani), the participants in the war, 
had failed to gain a hold over India, former by the lack of cohe¬ 
sion and the fatter by lack of resources. This battle decided that 
now onwards, ‘territory and not trade* was their (British) primary 
concern. The following century witnessed British conquest after 
conquest, quite contrary to the specific instructions from London 
to avoid ‘schemes of conquest and territorial expansion*. 

Ibrahim Lodhi's tomb. Fateh Mubarak Chabutra, Dargah 
Qulandar, Kavali Bagh-Tank (built by Akbar after his victory) 
are important historical monuments round in Panipat. At present 
Panipat is an industrial town which is known for its hand looms, 
cotton textiles, woollen textiles, silk textiles, sugar mills and light 
engineering factories, 

Robink 

One of the ancient towns of India Rohtak has been the capi- 
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tal or f&udheyas Kingdom of Bahudkanyak* f. e M land of Plenty. 
It is said (hat this (own was one of the favourite places of Karri- 
key the son of Lord Shiva, The heroic tradttions of this •brave- 
land* are said to have been initiated by Kartikey whose old war 
fort was located in Rohjika, i e„ Old Rohtak. His ride on the 
peacock is still painted on the houses in this area as a sacred 
symbol. Probably it was named after Rohira of RajtranginL Its 
original name was Rohitka or Rohtasgarlt fay which the ruined site 
of twin cities Khokra-kot is stilt called. In good old days when the 
eyes of every foreign invader were attracted by Delhi, the town of 
Rohtak commanded a very strategic significance. Hub of IJaryanvi 
culture Rohtak is the leading town of Haryana. It is about 60 km. 
west of Delhi. Besides being a district headquarter, town houses, a 
medical college and newly started Rohtak University, ]i is also Ihe 
leading educational centre of Haryana, The renowned leaders and 
freedom fighters like Ch, Sir Chhotu Ram, Ck Lai Chain]. Pandit 
Meki Ram Sharma, Lala Shy am Lai and famous folk-dramatist 
Pandit Lakfatni Das were born and brought up here They made 
ibis town as ihe centre of their activities also. It is fast developing 
as a centre of light and medium sized industries. 

Kamil 

Kama] takes its name From one of Mahabliarata warriors 
'Karan* popularly known as Dan Veer Karan\ Kunti 1 * son and 
Paudavas half brother Karan assumed the command of Duryo- 
dliana's army after the death of Bhisham Pltamaha and Drona- 
charya. Till the end of Sultanate period Karnal did not play any 
significant role in India's history though Panipat and Kurukihctra 
nearby towns witnessed many ups and downs in ancient and medi¬ 
aeval periods* Ibrahim Mirza during his revolt against Akbar 
plundered the town of Karnal in 1573. Nadir Shah Afadali defeated 
(he Mughal ruler Muhammad Shah here in l 7 39. Before Murathas 
captured the town in 178? the town changed hands between Mara- 
thas and Afghans. After capturing this town Maralhas handed it 
over to George Thomas the self styled Haryana king of Irish 
origin, who dominated the scene in Haryana for some years. British 
succeeded in capturing this town in A, lx 1305, 

At present Kama! is a district head quarter and the National 
Dairy Research Institute is also located here. This institute is like a 
full fledged University given to research in the field of animal hus¬ 
bandry and dairy development. The credit goes to tin: institute 
for ushering and pioneering * While Revolution’ in Haryana as well 
as in the neighbouring stale of Punjab. It has been one of the com- 


Travtl and Transport 109 


para lively cleaner towns of Haryana. The Haryana Govern me at 
has added the Chakravarty Tourist Complex in recent years. The 
Chatravarty lake, adjoining mini lake, rest house, restaurant and 
mini shopping complex all attract tourists in thousands every year. 
The greatest benefit to this centre is that it is located halfway bet¬ 
ween Delhi and Chandigarh on the Notional Highway and tourists 
going to Simla, Kasauli, Amritsar, Dalhousie, Chamba, Kulu, 
Manali, Jammu and Srinagar can easily enjoy and refresh them¬ 
selves for sometime here. 

Gargaon 

According to District Gazetteer the original name or this 
town was Gum-Goon which gradually shortened to Gurgaom 
The older Pandav, Vudhishter gifted this place to his master Gum 
Druuariiarya for imp.)rung instruction in amis to PanJuvas. The 
tank built and dedicated to this spiritual leader is located on the 
west of the tail road, Sihi the birth place of the great Hindi poet 
Surd as is located in Gurgaon district. Because of its close vicinity 
to Delhi the town has fast developed. 

From Gurgaon to Nafnuul one finds the hot sulphur springs 
at Sohna on a range of Aravali hills. The hot waters of these springs 
are known for their quality or healing skin deceases. It is said that 
in ancient times gold, i.e., sona was Found in these hills, hence the 
name Lven at present during rainy season the sands carried by 
streams of rivulets contain insignificant and minute gold particles. 

In Gurgaon district FaritJabad has developed a major indus¬ 
trial town. Badakhal hike complex neai this town has been deve¬ 
loped as a tourist resort which attracts native and foreign tourists 
in large numbers during all seasons. Suraj Kund is another tourist 
spot near Farida bad, 

Soneput, Mahendragarh, Bnhadurgarh, Jhajjar, Hassaingunj, 
G oh an a, Asthal Bohar, Sugh, Palwni, Ambala, Bhiwani, Jind, etc., 
are many other places ottering attraction in the form of archeologi¬ 
cal finds and historical monuments to the tourists and scholar. 


Transport lines are the arteries of development The develop¬ 
ment economic, social and cultural is not possible without ample, 
cheap, easy and Speedy means of transport. In Haryana Railways 
and Roadways are the means of transport, though bullock carts 
in many villages, mules in submounisneous parts and camels in 
sandy areas still dominate the scene. 

On the re-organisation of Punjab, the new state of Haryana 
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got only l t 220 km. of raiMcnglh out of a lota! length of 3 P 3I2 km* 
Rroad gauge as well as narrow gauge tracks are laid in Haryana 
though 92 per cenl of railway track are Broad guage tracks. 
Delhi to Amritsar railway line is an important railway line passing 
through Haryana. Similarly Delhi tu Ferozcpur route passes 
through Man ana. Almost all the importanE towns of Haryana are 
linked with different parts or India by railway routes. Delhi-Kalka 
is also a busy rail route especially in summer AmbaEa, Kunakshetra, 
Rewari, Jind B Missar, Rohiak are some of ihe important railway 
junctions of Haryana, Railways is a central subject, the develop¬ 
ment of which is outside 1 he jurisdiction of the state government 

It is only in the lidd of mad transport that Haryana has taken 
rapid strides. At the time of partition the then area of Haryana got 
only H895 km, of metalled roads. On I Movcmber 1966 when the 
new state of Haryana came into being this road length had increa¬ 
sed to 5 T lGG km. giving an overage increase of 170 km. per year. 
At the same time only 20 per cent of Haryana villages were linked 
with niatatled roads. Within next three years a growth rate of 300 
km, of metalled roads per year was achieved and by the end of 
1969 Haryana had 6.000 km. of roads. On the other hand 26 per 
cent of the villages were linked wiih matalled roads. By March 
1975, Haryana had 11*842 km. road length out of which 8 T 5&4 km, 
length was installed. The road length has now reached near 15 
thousand km. mark. This gave the state an average of 30.6 km. of 
roads per £q. km. against the all India average of 34.5 km. As far 
as metalled roads are concerned Haryana had 30 km. per 100 sq. 
km. as against only 14.4 km. national average. On the other hand 
there was a road length of 134.7 km, per lakh of population as 
against the national average of 206.2 km. But m case of metalled 
roads Haryana with an average of 132,1 km, per one lakh of people 
far exceeded the national average of 86.1 km, 

Haryana launched a crash programme of nationalising passen¬ 
ger transport on I April 1970 and attained complete nationalization 
by 30 November 1972, It is worthy of mention that Haryana is 
the second state in the country to have completely nationalized the 
passenger transport. Besides constructing new roads, the state has 
launched a massive programme or strengthening and widening the 
existing roads. 

Haryana Roadways is one of the [efficient undertakings of its 
type in the entire country. At the time of birth of Haryana, its 
Roadways had a fleet of ouly 567 buses which increased to 1772 
in 1975. The buses now operate a millagc of about 3,32 lakh km. 
daily as against 1.19 lakh in 1967-68 and carry about 4.Qj lakh 
passengers daily as against 141 lakh only in 1967-GS. On the other 
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hand the profit of the roadway* has decreased from Rs. 73,55 ]akh 
in 1967-68 to 14,30 lakh in 1975. This is because the department 
has provided many amenities to passengers at no extra cost and ex¬ 
tended many benefits to some bus-stands at no profit no loss basis. 
These are really the steps taken by a welfare state. The Haryana 
Roadways has also introduced semi deluxe buses on many routes 
at no extra cost, Night buses on about 21 routes are being plied 
at present. Ibe Roadways has started an airconditioned service 
between Chandigarh and Delhi in which movie is also screened. 
This was first experiment of its type in our country, in the recent 
measures taken by the Transport Department two deluxe coaches 
have been put on the road between Chandigarh and Delhi. These 
buses cover the distance in Four and a half hours and halt only at 
the Chakravarty Tourist Complex, Kama!. The Depart me at also 
plans to start s-ueh coaches from Chandigarh to Dehradim, Jaipur* 
Agra etc. etc., in near future. . These last moving luxury coaches 
have come to the rescue of those passengers who otherwise like to 
travel in First Class Railway Compartments at higher lares, Ex¬ 
press services on many routes are plied which save 25 per cent 
time. Shuttle services are being run to many rural areas. StuJent^ 
and other personnel wishing to avail services daily are accorded 
concessional travelling passes. For excursions and other parties 
specia 1 busts are provided at no notice. The number of depots has 
been increased from 4 In 1967-68 to IQ ui present. Modern bus 
stups at sortie other stations are coming up. In nutshell Haryana 
has taken such strides in transport that the efforts deserve to he 
emulated by other stales. 


CHAPTER 

8 


Cultural Heritage 


'The perfume of civilization' culture is an invisible fragrance which 
finds expression in dialects, language, literature, Folk music, art, 
fairs, festivals, festivities, superstitions, beliefs etc, in the words of 
Mulk Raj Anand, “Actually, Lhcrc arc perhaps as many cultures as 
there are individuals, because it is the practice by a human being in 
the private life of expression of his enlightened wiU that ignites the 
cultural process.*’ History reveals that Haryana is the earliest 
abode of Aryans in India. When these semi-pastoral people with 
their herds and horses wandered down from the Caucasus moun¬ 
tains and entered this north-western part of India, they confronted 
with Dravadians the earliest settlers of not only this part but the 
entire sub-continent The Dravadians were pushed and extricated 
from this region, but the traces of their culture are not found at 
all here, probably the Dravadians then leading a primitive life had 
nothing to bequeath in the form of culture. Aryans slowly and 
gradually after their settlement here started leading a very ad vane* 
ed life which had a spiritual aspect of highest order. Mahabharala 
along with Ratnayana is the most important contribution to the 
entire world culture made by the Vedic Aryans, Mahabharta which 
has remained a very significant part of our cultural heritage for the 
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last 2,000 years was composed on the sacred land of Haryana, 
Kurufcshetra, A gateway of Delhi, a seat or political power since 
ancient times, this tract witnessed many ups and downs in the 
wake of numerous foreign invansions. The Greeks, Huns. Parathians, 
Persians, Arabs, Afghans, Mongols, Kushans, Shaks, Turks all gave 
the taste of their might to this part. Some came to plunder the 
riches while others came lo have their sway and hold here. This 
caused a silent infiltration in the culture of this region, across 
geographical frontier^. Therefore, the present culture of Haryana 
which is going under transformation with the passage of time is 
the synthesis of inter mining that has been taking place over the 
centuries. 

Till some years back under the occidental influence we have 
been ignoring our Orient Culture. Ignorant about our rich culture 
the youngmen and women took pride in appreciating and imitat¬ 
ing western culture and felt ashamed of their own great culture., It 
had almost been efaced from urban life. The Republic Day (26th 
January) is a red letter Jay for us. We celebrated this day in the 
initial two years with a great pomp and show, but to our misfor¬ 
tune the common masses could find no place in the performances, 
since most or the celebrations did not have common roots. The 

then Prime Minister of India Late Pandit Jawahar I.al Nehru felt 
after a couple or Republic Day celebrations that the real Republic 
Day celebrations and rejoicings are possible only when it becomes 
a source of real happiness for the common masses. It was decided 
that classical music and dances should be replaced by folk dances, 
folk music and folklore. Consequent upon this bold decision the 
first ‘Folkdance Festival’ on the national scale was celebrated on 
27 * 28 January 1953 in ihc National Stadium. New Delhi. 
This single attempt altogether changed the people’s took towards 
folk dances. The Folk dances, music and lore suddenly emerged 
out of the realm of oblivion and assumed a forefront position. 
Since then the movie makers have given due recognition lo folk 
dances. The ’Republic' means the ‘rule of people’ and people’s 
common dances, music, songs etc., deserve to be developed to a 
maximum in such a form of government. Based on our highest 
traditions we ore bent upon making a smiting, singing and dancing 
republic. 

Folk Dances and I oik Songs 

Haryana is essentially an agricultural tract but it excelled in 
spiritual development and martial traditions too. In this land of 
saints, sages, martyrs and toiling tillers folk d fl nces and folk songs 
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befitting all occasions have been composed and continuously prac¬ 
tised. Though straight and forward the deep emotions of Haryanvi 
populace find expressions in their folklore. 

Living simultaneously in time and space the folk dances not 
only provide recreation and amusement to participants and specta¬ 
tors but also physical exercise to participants and thrill to specta¬ 
tors. Soule of the important folk dances of Haryana are as follows : 

Fheg 

‘Fhagun' fmid-February to mid-March) is the month when 
agriculturist does not have much to do in Itis fields. 'On the oilier 
hand the trees that have already shed their leaves start bearing 
sprouts, meaning thereby the emergence of new life all round. The 
Haryanvis start this new life with month long rejoicings eonsitmg 
of dances and songs. The men and women sing and dance together 
for hours daily. The resounding environment gives an impression 
as if Nature itself is welcoming the new life. In this mixed dance* 
women in their traditional costumes and men in coloured attires 
present a new look full of vigour and enthusiasm. 

The dancers form a circle around a person with a dholak or a 
woman with a "pi(chtr*. With the beats oT dholak or pitcher the 
dancers start dancing in pairs, leading sometimes to groupings of 
four. Simple, straight forward and frank people as they are, they 
exhibit very simple movements while dancing. At occasion clapping 
is also resorted to. The songs are different hut most of the songs 
invite people to enjoy life to the fullest with a warning note that 
*phagun* is short lived, e.g,. 4 *$>ak!n rt phagun ke din char™ To* 
wards the close of the monih the phag reaches its climax when 
men. women children, young and old dance in streets and lanes 
forgetting their age differences. 

Lo&r 

Tn the Bagar parts of Haryana bar is a reference for girls* 
This dance is entirely performed by girl dancers, fn the above cited, 
tracts the loor troupes are very often found performing this dance 
though Ihe frequency is now on the decrease* The participants 
divide themselves in two rows. One row proclaims ihe birth oT a 
son in a song and asks the other group to give their newly horn 
daughter in marriage to their son. After ^nme promises and 
counter promises the engagement and consequently the marriage 
fakes place. Keeping in view the martial traditions of she area the 
boy has joined army and has been called upon to the front. 
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immediately sftfr his marriage as it happened during two world 
wan. Since during these wars many soldiers returned after 5-6 years, 
the period of separation in this dance is assumed as a dozen of 
years. The newly wedded girl waits for some days silently but 
ultimately her patience gives way. She starts talking about her 
husband in heart catching tones with birds and trees. After 
explaining her pangs of separation she requests a pigeon fan oft 
repeated messenger in love tales of northern India i to go to her 
husband and let him know the woeful tale of his beloved. After 
sending the pigeon she starts waiting for the pigeon and begging 
God to send the pigeon back immediately. After sometime the 
pigeon brings a good news for her; her husband is coming home. 
This joyful news affords her an opportunity to come out of 
melancholy and inspires her to jump, dance and sing. With this 
news her companions come to congratulate her. They now 
surround her, dance and make her dance to the tune of romantic 
songs and clappings. This humdrum takes the dance to its climax. 

Jhoomar 

Having resemblance with giddha of Punjab, the jhoomar dance 
in this state is also known as Haryana giddha. Jhoamar is a 'head 
ornament* worn by married women and this dance derives its name 
from that ornament, This is a dance in which exclusively women 
participate. The dance starts in a circle to the beats of a dhntak 
and ihati (rice plate}. Dressed in colourful costumes the dancers 
in no time lose themselves in rythmical abandon. When the partici¬ 
pants reach a breath taking stage, they come to a halt of 
movements, A girl comes forward and breaks into a song 
calling her mother and reminding her about the dose arrival of 
‘phagiin* the springftil and romantic month. Another participant 
steps forward with a rythmical poise and joins the first in reciting 
ihc song, Other participants remain in the periphery and repeat the 
lines being sung by the two girls to the tune of clappings. Some¬ 
times instead of individual daps two girls face each other and clap 
each other's hands. Since by the time songs are started the partici¬ 
pants feci bit exhausted they give pause before singing a 'new tune. 
Jhoomar with slight variations is performed all over Haryana. 

Dltamal donee! 

This dance (having its roots in Mahabharata) is performed in 
Ahir dominated areas or Gurgaon, Mahendragarh and Rchtafc 
ilistricts. To the tune of Orchestra constituting of old musical 
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instruments of sarangl, hem, dhvlak, khartals and clappings the 
song sung during this circular dunce depicts of common human 
feelings. This dance is performed on the moonlit nights separating 
the cold biting frostfuI winter and newlife sprouting spring seasons. 
Gugga was a saint born in Dadreva village of Bikaner, in his 
memory Gugga dance is performed not only in Haryana but many 
parts of northern India. Gugga dance is a ritualistic and spiritual 
dance performed by the males only to appease Gugga the god of 
snakes* 

Dapk dance 

A mixed dance daph is performed to the beats of ‘daph’, a one 
sided drum. This dance,, like Bhangra in Punjab is performed before 
the harvest starts after spring. The farmer feels happy on the 
culmination of wheat crop in shear* of gold and depicts his joy 
through this dance. Dances are also performed on the happy 
occasions of Diwali and Hoii, Some dances are performed in 
different parts as devotional celebrations to god* and goddesses as 
Gattg&r Puja dance fGangor means Parvati) in the areas bordering 
Rajasthan. Another Rajasthani dance popular in areas of Sirsa, 
Htssar, Bhiwani and Dadri is Ghamar dance . This is entirely 
women's dance who perform it on their way to the village temple. 
Khoria dance is yet another dance entirely a performance of fair 
sex. Similar to Jhoomar in performance, this dance is popular in 
the core of Haryana. 

Folksongs 

Haryana vividly depicts life in its variegated colour with joys 
and sorrows, ups and downs in melodious t unes and fascinating 
ways. Like folk songs of al) regions this tract too has folk songs 
befitting every occasion* However, romantic rhymes and ballads 
are more important. Birth, mariiage, separation, changing seasons, 
harvests, rain, drought, fairs, festivals etc, etc. arc commemorated 
through folksongs. Siscer^in law (i *ntmd-bhaujni\ mother-in-law 
and daughter-in-law {sas-bahu)* brother indaw and sister-in-law 
(devar-bhaujai) parental home-mid-in-laws bnmtfpeehar*sas uraQ etc. , 
alt find place through rhymes, comic lores and pitiful observations! 
On the occasion of marriage women sing many comic songs like: 

'Bhart dapehri nahin jaoon re, da/a pichhware rakh da 1 
(1 shall not go at mid-day, keep the planquin at the back of house) 
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The women cut jokes wilh marriage party when its members 
are feasting as : 

'Ham ne hulaye moachhon wale, yeh muchhkate kyun aye re' 

(We invited persons with moustaches, why these whisk less persons 
have come). 

In the month of &fwwi (mid-July to mid-August) as in other 
parts of northern India swings ( jhulas) are hung with the 
branches of trees. Young girls and brides ride the swings and sing 
songs ; 


‘Jhttlan jangi ftai ma mhari bang mean re” 

(Oh my mother I am going to ride the swing in the garden) 
Similarly 

*Teeja ka te alter ritu soman ki, kfuiri jho ala pa matka chhori 

bah man ki' 

(It is the Icej festival in the month of sawan. Brahman’s daughter 
is playing pranks on the swing). 

The girls always hope to get a handsome match. In an area 
where traditional arranged marriages have heen dominant, the 
friends of the bride break the news about the appearance of the 
bride groom through folk songs : 

'Sakhi (era bantia re hai chande ki huntyor' 

(Of friend your bridegroom is as handsome as the moon itself) 

In this area unmatched marriages though now rapidly 
decreasing were oft repeated incidences in past. Very often a young 
tender girl was married to a middle aged man. This broke the heart 
of girls who gave vent to their feeling through folk songs like : 

'Amman meri ki kar solah sin gar, buddhe ki sejan dhari gayi aye 
meri man ’ 

(Oh mother after redering me a to pc] ass make-up you have landed 
me in an old man’s life long company). 

Like Punjab in rural Haryana songs pertaining to demand for 
water on the village welt by the disguised would be husband from 
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his would be wife are also sung : 

“Ik rah pe bateoo jata iha. mane pani pda de hoota" 

(A traveller on his journey asked me’Serve me water oh belle*). 

This song is parallel to the Punjabi song : 

“Sarke, sarke jandiye mutyare neen". 

In this land where Lord Krishna sermonised Gifu to Arjuna. 
folk songs pertaining to Krishna have naturally been composed 
like : 


i Aa gape kirsan murari. gaii men Radka pyarV 

(Lord Krishana the player on flute has come. Beloved Radhe ia 
with him). 

Lord Rama also finds place in many of the Haryanvi folk 
songs t 

’Siya Ram Chale bananas, Lachhman gaii men jayi re 
jade Ram karen hisram, Lachhman rat jagayi re' 

(Sita and Rama arc going on their exile. Ladihman also goes with 
them. When Rama takes rest Ladihman wakes throghout the 
night.) 

Folksongs inspiring and challenging the young Haryanvi 
warriors, to defend their homeland do not lag behind other songs 
in expressing the feelings desired like : 

Kar desk kl raksa chat, Lai mem saj Jhaj ke 

Ari baitl ne seemayan teri , charon or se aa ke gheri" 

(Oh warrior 1 go to defend your country in proper uniform. The 
enemy has surrounded your frontiers). 

The folk songs honouring the tricolour have been in vogue 
keeping the highest traditions of this land of patriots. 

*h jhands ki tatkar, bebe Jai Hind, JqI Hind hoi rahi sai' 

(Oh sister. Our national flag is being venerated through the shouts 
of Juj Hind). 
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Folk songs of Haryana are so varied in number and rheme that 
u Lille can he dedicated to these chores. Mostly ruga-oriented the 
Haryana folk songs are rythmic and melodious. The village names 
like ‘Ruin Kail", *Sarangpur', 'Maikauns', 'Jai Jai Vanti'. ‘Asavail' 
Bilawal, Dhamsari, Bhairvi, Vrindavam, etc., speak of Haryanvi in 
built love For music. 

Folk Theatre 

The “Lok Natya* Le,, folk i heat re of Haryana is as rich and 
varied as it is old. Like other parts of India Rasleela and Ram- 
Jecia have been staged in Haryana since time immemorial. Besides 
these two popular themes, many other theme arc staged by way of 
Swung? nr tangs (imitations) on the folk stage of Haryana, It is 
very difficult if not impossible to trace the history of folk theatre 
in this state, AU Bnkhsh of Rewuri is said to be the known earliest 
pioneer of folk stage in Haryana. With the help of songs and music 
besides a couple of other themes, he staged the popular mythologi¬ 
cal lore tale of‘Pud mu vali'. On this performance Malik Moham¬ 
mad Jay si's (a Hindi Sufi poet who also wrote Pad nra vat) effect 
dominated. Pundit Dip Chnnd of Sheri Khandu (Soncpat) who 
modified and polished Ah Bakhsha's style is often called Shakes¬ 
peare or Kalidasa of Haryana, This celebrated stage artist won the 
title of'Rai Sahib* because of his martial tunes which he com¬ 
posed. One of his performances Sgratfi won applause. He also be¬ 
queathed trained artists in th* person of Swumi Hardev, Qutabi 
Doom and Pandit llhurlu who furthered the tradition set by him. 

Pandit Lakhmi Chand of Jatti Kalan (Soncpat) is second only 
to Pandit Dip Chand in the field of folk theatre. He had a very 
great b-'neli! Liver his renowned predecessor. He was also a good 
singer with a riels and melodious voice. Nal-Damyanli. Meerabai, 
Savilri-Saty a wan, Puranjan-Puranjani, Seth I’ara Chand, Puran 
Bhagat.Shahi Lakkarhura were his noted compositions. PanditNathu 
Ram, Pandit Sarup Chand, Mfli Chand, Manga Ram, Ralti Ram, 
Sultan, Chand and Pandit Ncki Ram are other famous composers 
of *Lok Natya" literature. At one time the wave of‘Folk Theatre’ 
gathered such a momentum that Pandit Neki Ram who was deft 
at spiritual and religious discourses had to shift his lute to folk 
stage. Pandit Sarup Chand’s Ran Pan a, Cheer Parva, Bairath 
Parva, Uttantpad and Harlshchandra gained popularity in this land 
where people had religious bent of mind, 

Haryanvi Swaags are played in the open. These ‘open air 
theatres’ are traditionally improvised on wooden planks with no 
curtains and green rooms. Exit and entrance of participants occur 
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in open and in presence of the spectators. One of the oldest means 
of recreation, Haryanvi folk theatre is truly + The stage of people* 
and has a continuously bright Future in the eontryskte. Mostly 
the "folk theatre 1 tonsils, of male troupes only and the Female roles 
are also played by male artists. But this docs not mean that Female 
troupe have altogether been unknown in Haryana. Sardariof Kal- 
yat (Jind) and Nathi of Gangaru and Bali of Indri (Karnal) have 
led some women troupes in Haryana, Of late some renowned artists 
of stage from some other states have been invited to pari id pale. 
Shakjln Bn.no Bhopalt has graced many such occasions. This inter¬ 
mixing would rapidly lead towards emotional and national inte¬ 
gral] cn 4 

Language and Literature 

Haryana docs not have any individual language ns Gujarati in 
Gujratp Bangla in HangaI, Punjabi in Punjab, Tamil in Tamilnadu 
or Tclugu in Andhra Pradesh though the people living in this tract 
have a sentimental attachment with Hindi* the mother of dialects 
used here. Dr. George A. Grierson, i* of the view that dialects 
spoken in Haryana fall under the category of Western Hindi. The 
domain of Western Hindi extends from the Saraswati in the West to 
Prayag (Allahabad) in the cast. Starting from the foot haSls of 
Himalayan mountains its usage continues uplo river Narmada in 
the south. This region gave birth to Brahmanism where fro in the 
Hindu civilization took its roots and spread to other parts of India. 
Among the various dialects spoken all over the area of Western 
Hindi, Hindustani a mixture of all the dilccts Is important and 
easily comprehensible dialect* 

fn Haryana no doubt Hindustani is now widely used but 
locally Bangru + Bagri, Ahirwuli and Mewati are important dialects* 
Very ofEcn these dialects transgress into the domains of each other* 
In past when there were no modern means of transportation and 
communications, these dialects held their monopoly in their ureas. 
But now in the wake of developed and speedy means of communi¬ 
cations a new cultural revolution necessitating the intermixing of 
people very Frequently and on large scale* the transgress ion of dia¬ 
lects is natural corollary. After partition the arrival of a large 
number of refugees from western Punjab introduced a new ele¬ 
ment in the dialects in use in Haryana. In urban areas where mosi 
of the literate persons lived Hindustani had its sway. In rural areas 
w r hcre even today most of the people can only communicate in 
their dialects and neighbouring dialects it was impossible to follow 
the Punjabi language and especially the Pothohari, i. e. f Western 
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Punjabi. Fur fcmclitncs the ‘Crisis of dialogue in rural areas kepi 
the natives and immigrants apart. But slowly and gradually the 
new generations among both groups started borrowing words and 
usages from, each others'? dialects. The result today is that m re¬ 
fugee dominated rural areas of Haryana the local dialect stands 
blended. On the other hand the Pothohari as used by refugees also 
carries impact of local dialects, A very surprising but pleasant thing 
is also noted. Offsprings of original refugees communicate in 
local dialects with natives and in mother tongue with iheir parents 
and relatives. On the oilier hand Haryaimchildren have also picked 
up this practice. In this wav slowly and silently the new genera¬ 
tions tue leading towards emotional integration. 

In Jat dominated areas of Haryana mostly Batlgru dialect j$ 
used. Because of the predominance of Jats in this tract the local 
dialect is also named as Jam. In the area with old alluvium known 
as Hangar as distinct from Kliadar, Hangar dialect is used. The 
entire districts of Rolslak (except Jlmjjar), Soncpat, Dadri area 
of Bhiwani and western pari of Rewari lehsil tad in the category. 
Ahir dominated areas of Gurgann, Mahendraga riband Jhujjarteh- 
sil o| Rohtak district use Ahirwati dialect. In southern Gurgaon 
where Moes dominate the dialect used is Mewati. In the Bagnr 
tract bordering Rajasthan Bugri dialect is in use. Here and ihere 
Shekbawati dialect and Bikaner! dialect are also used in Bagar 
tract. In the district of Ambala, Hindi and Punjabi in a mixed Form 
is spoken. In Kama! and Kumkshetra districts Bangar and Punjabi 
gel merged togeiher. Narwana which has far long been a part of 
Sikh stale of Jind also uses a blended dialect with a dominating 
influence of Punjabi. ‘HHiyMVJ’ on the whole is mixed dialect 
spoken and understood over most of the state. Hiryanvl is very 
often called as Peswali in areas of eastern Dadri and Dujjna. After 
this dialect Deswal Jats have derived their caste name. 

Ahirwati language has many words of Bagru, Bungri, Shekha- 
wati and Mewati in it. Because of this reason it works as a connec¬ 
ting link between these dialects. The true Haryanvi can be located 
in Hissar and Bbiwani districts, otherwise also the hub of Hary¬ 
anvi culture. It is here l hat Malvi dialect of Punjabi, Bagri dialect 
of Rajasthani and Deswali dialect of Western Hindi merge into 
each other and give birth to the dominating dialect of Haryana. A 
very pleasant aspect of all the dialects used in this stale is. that 
inspite of their differing vocabulary they have almost a similarity 
in grammar. 

On Republic day in the year 1969 Haryana declared to carry 
out all official business in Hindi. It is a very healthy step and when 
the official business is done through a language easily understood 
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Hy the common masses, the distance between the rulers and ruled 
is bridged and this leads to a rapid developmeat. 

With regard to literature there is no separate literature in the 
Haryanvi language. As already noted Haiyanvis are emotionally 
attached to Hindi and the dialects they speak are the derivatives 
of Hindi, Hence in i he field of literature the Haryanvi men of 
letters have been producing their literary works in Hindi or its 
accepted ^ub-lan§uuge3 fc 

Surdas, one of the greatest poets of Hindi (Brajbhasha) was 
born and broughl-up in the village Sihi in Gurgaon district. Simi¬ 
larly Pus ha pdanl who is regarded the pioneer Jain poet of Hindi 
literature hailed from a village near Robtak, who composed about 
thtee volumes in the v,s, 1025). Kup Chand was another poet hail- 
ling from Salempur village in Kurukshctra who composed his verses 
from v,s, 1680 to v,s, I <■■94, He was a Jain poet and poets like 
Buchurej, Anandghan, Muni Hem Vjjay, Muni Atma Ram and 
Deshraj were cither his contemporaries in Haryana or his imme¬ 
diate followers, 

Knbir is another famous poet of Hindi who in his wanderings 
is said to have visited many places in Haryana and influenced the 
lire of ihe people. Under his infiuenc many Haryanvi poets or that 
age and notably Ghurib Das, Charan Das, Nishcha! Das, Veer 
Bhan and Hhai Santokh Singh came under hi i influcnc-’. Glia rib 
Dass in his writings declares himself as Knbir's disciple. He hailed 
Troni a village Chhurani in Rohtak. He is said to have composed 
about 24 thousand verses out of which only 7 thousand are avail¬ 
able at present. Veer Bhan was bom in v s. 1600 in the town of 
Narnaul where his preachings are remembered by this time. Nish- 
chal Das belonged to a village Koongar in His&ar district and com¬ 
posed three volumes, namely. 'Vichar Sagar\ ‘Mukti Prakash* and 
•Vritti Prabhakar*. His Vichar Sugar was acclaimed as one of the 
greatest contributions of his lime by Swami Vivekananda, Uhai 
Santokh Singh was greatly in Out need by Guru Nanak. His ‘Nattafc 
Prakash and ‘Adhyalma Ramavan* are considered to be the literary 
works of high order. His verses on philosophy, justice, poetics etc., 
are greatly admired by the critics of Hindi world. 

Many poets and especially Muslim poets were influenced by 
Malik Mohammad Jaysi a romantic Sufi poet of Hindi, Bu-Ali 
Qalandar, Jamal-nd-dtn Hansvi, Mohammad A fail Kadrt, Ghulam 
Kadri, etc,, are such Haryanvi poets, 

Vishambhar Nath Sbarma‘Kuushik’ a renowned Hindi story 
writer was born at AmbaU Pandit Madfuv Prasad Misra an early 
but reputed Hindi prose writer hailed from I laryana. Ilahu Mttkand 
Lai Gupta a successful writer of Hindi comedies belonged to 
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Haryana who shifted from Urdu and Hindi writings under the 
influence of PL M id in Mohan Malviya. He was also a journalist 
and co-edited Hindusikan Smickar f Hindi Bang^wi and Bharata 
Mfim. 

Besides these Hindi writers there have also been successful 
Urdu writers produced by Hiryaria 'Half a great poet of Urdu 
literature was born at Fanipat. Similarly in the field of literature 
Haryana has the pride of producing one of the greatest work of 
India, L 0*. Mahabharata by saint Ved vyasr. The song celestial 
Shrimps! Bhagvai Ghti was recited by Lord Krishna in Kurukshetra. 
Many of the religious books written by ancient Aryans were written 
in ami around Kuruksheirn, where the Aryans found their per¬ 
manent settlement, A[ present an all round development of 
literary pursuits is going on in many parts of the State. The 
name of Shri Ud&y Bhanu Hans as State poet has already gained 
fame, A chary ji Bbugwan Dev the founder of Ourukuf Jhajjar has 
been a social servant and scholarly figure who founded also the 
Haryana Sahitya Parishad, Dr Vinaymohan Sharma has conlrfbu- 
ted a lot to Hindi literature by way of his verses and critical essays. 
Pandit Maali Chandra Sharma the General Secretary of All India 
Hindi Sahuya Sammelan, Allah bad hails from ihajjar. Haryana 
government honoured this scholar for his distinguished services in 
the field of journalism and literature. Shri Vishnu Prabbukar a 
successful story and play writer led about fifteen years of his literary 
pursuits at Hissar. Pandit Sthanu Dal Sharma reputed Hindi-Sanj§- 
knt scholar was horn at Kurukslietra, He deeply studied Sanskrit, 
Hindi, Bangla p Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, Tdugu and Kannada 
languages. In his book Haryma ki 8hatha he presented a psycho¬ 
logical analysis of the language prevailing in this land. Om Pmka&h 
Aditya a comic poet comes from Runsika m Gurgaon. Prof. Khushi 
Ram Vashisht lias been a state laureate. He was horn at Me ham. 
His first collection of verses Fremapahar was published in 1937. 
Bhim Singh Malik* Shakuntala SrivasLava, Tansukh Rai Gupta, 
Maharaj Krishun Jain, Chandra Kant Bali, Raja Ram Shaslri* 
Punayam Chatid Manav, Ramakant Dikshit, Balkrishan, Pandit 
Jagan Nath, Ugta Sen. Rajendra Prasad lain are other notable 
literary figures of Haryana who have furthered the different aspects 
of Hindi literature. Besides Hindi Punjabi and Urdu arc also being 
developed at a satisfactory speed m Haryana. 
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Prospects tuul Problems 


Once a land of great saints and seers, a cradle of Aryan a culture 
and civjlazrtion, an arena of frequent battles and skirmishes and 
consequently a poor, backward, undeveloped tract, Haryana today 
has emerged as a forward looking, progressive and a fast develop, 
ing state. With the concerted efforts of Haryativis the economy has 
achieved a sound and stable footing after age-long uncertainly and 
instability. New grounds have been broken in the field of irriga¬ 
tion, agriculture, dairying, industry, road construction and beautifi¬ 
cation of landscape. Per capita income is taken as a measuring rod 
(though it is not foolproof i Tor measuring the economic progress 
of a nation, state or a region. At the time of its formation Haryana 
was proceeded by four states of the Maharashtra, Punjab, Gujarat 
and Tamil Nadu on I November 1966, in matters of per capita 
income. By the year 1969-70 after about three years of its inception 
Haryana attained second position in'Tndia and it has maintained its 
place. It* per capita income at 1960-61 prices in 1973-74 was Rs, 
433 as against Rs, 340,'- for the country as a wholes An agricul¬ 
ture dominated stale that had to import about one lakh tonnes of 
wheat in its year of formation is in a position to export about one 
million tonnes of wheat in ] 975-76. Haryana has done wonders by 
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supplying waiter to its dry, sand parched and almost desert ureas by 
way of lift irrigation especially when only one perennial river flows 
and that ton along its eastern boundary Industrial goods from 
Haryana are marketed now in country and abroad. About sixty per 
cent of the agricultural implements produced in India arc manufac¬ 
tured in Haryana. Milk and milk products prepared in the milk 
plants of the state are relished all over northern India. During 
short span of period Haryana has surprised the entire nation by 
creating many tourist and picnic spots that provide boarding, 
lodging and recreation arrangements at reasonable rates in beau 
lifu] and healthy surroundings. In pursuance of the national objec¬ 
tives to bring about socialistic pattern of society the slate has 
intensified and accelerated its muJlipronged efforts and is poised 
for a big breakthrough in all walks of life 

Complacency should find no place in Haryana, Inspite of I he 
achievements worth emulation the people and planners should not 
rest their ores uni I every tattered clothed body is provided with 
reasonably comfortable and cosy clothes, lakhs of malnutricLcd 
babies and expecting mothers are properly fed on protein and 
vitamin rich foods, thousands of hut dwellers arc housed in secure 
and safe dwellings, countless unemployed persons are given secure 
and befitting jobs, disguised unemployment is done away with and 
above all orthodox outlook, obsolete and traditional way of living 
and thinking is changed, in short every tear is wiped from 
every eye. 

Enlightenment of people, and especially the overwhelming 
majority of mratifies need education in its true perspective. 
Unhygienic conditions, insanitary surroundings, diseases, feuds, 
factions, village rivalries and above all unplanned families are the 
results of ignorance prevailing in our country side* Education not 
merely in letters bul in complete spirit is required. Only when we 
have really educated people with modern and scientific outlook 
towards life the real emancipation of people would start. 
Who doesn't know that untouchability still prevails in our 
villages 7 The harijart brethren do not so far, find a respectable 
place in our social functions like marriages and festivities. Inter- 
caste marriages which are thought as means of promoting 
emotional integral ton arc looked down upnn even by so called well 
educated and well placed high ups. They arc bound to their 
traditional moorings to such an extent that now it seems as if “the 
blanket has engulfed them/ 1 They can misuse their position, public 
money* public servants and they can use every fair and foul (more 
of foul) mean to further their own selfish motives, they can evade 
-just taxes, they can flout the well meaning measures e.g anti-dowry 
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regulations, they can hoard and smuggle but they cannot see eye to 
eye with measures leading to national and emotional integration. 
For them even intercastc mixing is □ Himalayan evil and what they 
themselves practise contrary to their preachings is sab chalta hai 
(it all goes). Untill or unless our society is brought out of this mesh 
no amount of planning would bring social equality and 
emancipation. 

Haryana is an agriculture and village dominated state. She 
should put an end to all the problems facing its agriculture and 
ruralities side by side with the nipping of social evils through a 
well planned enlightenment programme. It was in the news in July 
1976 that half of its 6,133 villages face a serious problem of drink¬ 
ing water since the villages are infested with brackish subsoil 
water. To provide these villages with hygenic drinking water an 
outlay of Rs. 50 crore is required- Mo doubt it is a huge sum but 
it must be accorded top priority and ir it is accomplished even at 
the cost or some other projects it shall be worthwhile. To provide 
basic necessities of food clothing and shelter to all the citizens of 
India is the basic requisite of our economic uplift programme'. 
Our unfortunate brethren living in these villages Have 
already suffered a lot at the cruel hands of nature. Let their age 
long misery be mitigated by providing them sweet and clean 
drinking water by a fast moving state competing to attain the 
prestigeous position of prosperous mobt state of India. It is happy 
to note that Haryana would provide drinking water to about 300 
villages in a period of one year. This would he a boM step keeping 
in view the number or villages (844) so far supplied with drinking 
water. The problem can be solved and rural folk saved from the 
vagaries of nature, only when the scheme of providing drinking 
water to villages is implemented on war footing. 

Salt-affected soil is a major problem of Haryana and it can 
impede the agricultural progress nf the stale. About 84 per cent of 
the total area of the state has already been brought under the 
plough and there seems no scope of further expansion in this 
acreage. But the areas infested with saline and alkaline soils, water 
logging, soil erosion (both water and wind erosion) can be reclai¬ 
med to the benefit of agriculture. Nearly 7.5 per cent of the total 
70 lakh hectares salt-affected area in our country is located in the 
small stale of Haryana that constitutes about 1.44 per cent or the 
national geographical area. Experience in canal irrigated parts of 
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh has shown that intensified 
canal irrigation especially in shallow water table areas raises the 
water table significantly and once the water table reaches 2 metres 
from the surface it diffuses the soluble soils through capillary 
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action in the soil proEie, These sails (sodium chloride, sodium 
sulphate) mate the Ijnd infertile and unfit for cultivation. At this 
front also first of all the ignorant farmers must be taught that only 
required amount of canal water he employed in their fields, This 
would also result in (he check on ‘canal water feuds’. To avoid the 
problem of water logging along the canal banks, Haryana has 
already slatted the lining of canals though the programme was 
initiated to save absorption losses. The plantation of long rooted 
trees on the sides or canals can go a Jong way in this field, besides 
increasing the area under forests in pursuance with our Nulional 
Forest Policy. But these are the ways and means of checking the 
further inroad of salanity. and water logging. The large affected 
tracts in the districts of Karnal. Kurukihetra, Sonepat and tebsils 
of find, Safidon i District find), Rohtak (district Rohtak I Hansi, 
E-alehahad {district Hussar) Bullabligarh and Palwnl (district Gur- 
gaon) and northern parts of Gurgaon tehsil deserve immediate 
attention of (he state through soil scientists. The apphca'lon of 
gypsum sand, green manuring, leaching. moHa^es, press mud and 
oil seed coke are recommended as mending measures in such 
areas. 

Torrential and heavy rains through numerous hill torrents 
heve eroded large tract in the north eastern part of the State. 
Besides eroding the fertile layer of soil and talcing it m mud form 
along with theii flows, the chose (hill torrents} deposit huge 
quantities or coarse gravel and sand in the piedmont (at the foot of 
hills) plain and this way render that land too unfit for cultivation. 
In this area besides building choe bundi contour f arming should be 
practised Uncontrolled grazing should be strictly banned in this 
submottiantous tract. This also seems to be almost deforested and 
needs to be planted with tree* and thus would doubly benefit the 
area. The vegetation shall have a control over water erosion and 
would increase the forested area of the slate. 

The southern and south-western parts of Haryana comprising 
of ihe districts of Hlssar, Sirsa, Bhiwani. Mahendragarh and 
southern parts of Rohtak and western parts of (lurgaon are affec¬ 
ted by wind erosion. Lack or vegetal cover, aridity, over grazing 
and severe winds combine to aggravate the situation in this area. 
The thin fcnile layer of the soil is blown away and coarse 
useless sand is deposited at the top surface. The shifting sand 
dunes accentuate the problem still further. The fertile layer of soil 
is blown by wind only if it is dry. If the moisture content of the 
soil is conserved the problem can be tackled. "Measures to ensure 
the maximum conservation of rainfall and irrigation water as soil 
moisture available to crops must atm mainly at improving water 
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infiltration, reducing run-rdf and increasing the water holding 
capacity of the soil. Such measures should be given priority in 
Hissar (now Sirsa also), Blnwani, Mah^ndargarh ami Gurgaon 
districts, a belt having low fickle seasonal rainfall.” 1 Now with 
increasing irrigation facilities no lands be left as current fallows. 
New farm technology should be employed to get more than one 
crop from the fields as the unsown lands arc much prone to wind 
erosion. The 'Green Belt* would no doubt mitigate the problem to 
a considerable extent but the planting of trees on the boundaries of 
fields by individual farmers and check over excessive grazing would 
almost uproot she menace. 

As already stated only 3.4 per cent area of the state is under 
forests whereas 20 per cent of its plain tract and 60 per cent of 
hilly area should be under forests. All steps should be taken to 
plant trees along (lie roads, railway tracts, canals, steep slopes 
(check water erosion also), and field boundaries (in wind erosion 
aflecLcd areas).Quick maturing varieties should be given preference 
over other species. The expansion of forests would supply fuel, 
timber, raw material to industries, beauty to landscape, and would 
also make the climate salubrious as would also check erosion. 

In a state where because of the lack of perennial streams no 
mull {purpose projects like DVC or Bhakra can b; started, power is 
bound to be a problem. No doubt thermal power plants arc being 
erected and added but the State of Haryana deserves to have an 
atomic power plant, more than any of its neighbouring slates, Its 
expanding industrial units, increasing use or new farm technology 
and overall economic progress of the state require power at ever 
increasing doses. Probably no amount of generosity on the part 
of neighbouring stales can match the convenience that would be 
created by Slate’s own atomic power station. No doubt Haryana 
was the first Indian state to take electric current to every village 
but its effort would bear ample and desired fruit only when each 
hutment glows with the electric light. Many poor people have not 
been in a position to undertake the expenditure of taking the 
current within their four walls. For this purpose state shall have to 
subsidise the concerned expenditure. Once every house is connected 
with the state grid the demand of current would multiply manyfold. 
The enormous demand cannot be met with the power got from 
other slates which are at liberty to effect cut in times of power 
crisis. If on the other hand every hutment is not provided connec¬ 
tion on the pica that state doesn’t have sufficient power resources 
then the purpose of rural electrification would be half achieved 


1 Sinsk lanbir, op, elt. m p, IQS, 
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cnly. In northern India Haryana has a strong and just claim to 
have an atomic power station. 

hiih is a protein rich food and many economists all over the 
world advocate lish as an ample and alternate (bod to meet the 
challenge of food problem, consequent upon increasing world 
population. Many nations like Japan, China. Norway, Sweden. 
Canada, the U.S.A, Britain, Peru etc. today derive a good deal of 
their food requirements from Jish. As compared to only 29 per cent 
area covered by land surface on our planet 71 per cent area is 
covered by wnter bodies. All the oceans, seas, bays, gulfs, streams, 
lakes and all other waterbodies can provide much more and rich 
food in the form of fish than the soil. It is high lime that wide 
publicity and iraining is imparted in the basic knowledge of fish 
culture to the inhabitants of this stale also to bring about a change 
in their mode of thinking. There are about 1203 ponds having 
about 32 acres about (12. i hectares) of culturabJc water area avail¬ 
able in the stale. Only about one-fourth of this area has been 
brought under effective fish culture. Many of these water reservoirs 
need such improvements like re-en force men t of embankments 
building of inlets and outlets, cattle ramp etc., befor these ate made 
fit for fish culture. Topulation of fishing community is very small 
in Haryana. Only about 8000 people (about 0008 per cent or the 
total population of state) arc gainfully employed in fishing. In the 
year 1974-75 Haryana produced about 1 2 lakh metric tonnes of 
fish out of which 80 per cent was exported to Delhi, Calcutta and 
other markets in want of a domestic market. 

Last but not the least agriculture on which so far hings the 
economy of the stale needs to be still further improved. It is not 
possible to Increase the area under cultivation since second highest 
percentage (cultivated area : total geographical area) of cultivated 
area (Punjab 8b per cent, Haryana 84 per cent) is already found in 
Haryana, To bring the limited wasteland under plough would be a 
costly affair- By intensifying the optimum use of irrigation facilities 
extending lift irrigation to bagar tracts, raising more than one 
crop (multicrops), raising high-yielding varieties of superior grains 
and cash crops, using chemical fertilizers efficiently and in an 
optimum way, using insecticides ut proper times, developing sub¬ 
sidiary occupations like dairying, piggery, poultry fishing, and by 
developing agro-based industries many agriculturally advanced 
countries can be left behind by Haryana. Through its extension 
services the government must impart to farmers that they should 
practise * dynamic agriculture' instead of ‘static agriculture’ With 
changing socio-economic, techno-managerial and price conditions 
farmer must change his cropping patterns. While a dent has been 
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created on the problem of rampant poverty, the state has yet to go 
a long way. The success achieved during one decade lends colour 
to the hope that given right leadership Haryana will one day 
become the richest and most prosperous Slate in India, Its fine 
record of fruitful performance promises a bright future for its 
citizens who faced ordeal and arduous challenges of natu c and 
man for about one thousand year. After the revocation of internal 
emergency many instances of injustice, repression, highhandedness 
and authoritarian rule have been brought to light. These atrocities 
committed on the toiling labourers, tillers of the soil and advert- 
terous entrepreneurs must have told upon their proficiency and 
efficiency. The continuance of such misdeeds could have fed to 
reduced production at all fronts and misery for the common man. 
It is heartening to note that the Central as well as Slate Govern¬ 
ment have started looking into all such cases with a dear intention 
of punishing those found guilty. The farmers, labourers, mdustria- 
liasts and alike in the hope of getting full justice should once again 
gird up their loins and march with new vigour and enthusiasm on 
the way leading to more progress and affluent prosperity, so that 
the enviable position of ‘the prosperous state of Indian Union is 
achieved in Idler and spirit 
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